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What is Money Income?

DOES NOT INCLUDE:
• Taxes paid
• Tax credits
• Stimulus payments
• Noncash assistance 

(SNAP, Medicaid, etc.)

INCLUDES:
• Wages and earnings
• Social Security
• Unemployment
• Retirement
• Interest & dividends
• Public assistance

Note: Information on money income collected in the CPS ASEC is available in Appendix A, "How Income Is Measured“ in 
Income in the United States: 2022.
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https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2023/demo/p60-279.html


Highlights:  
Income, earnings, and workers

Between 2021 and 2022:

• Real median household income fell by 2.3 percent.

• Income inequality, as measured by the Gini index, decreased 
by 1.2 percent.

• The number of total workers and full-time, year-round 
workers increased by 1.7 percent and 3.4 percent, 
respectively.

• In 2022, 65.6 percent of working women worked full-time, 
year-round. This is the largest share on record.

• The real median earnings of total workers decreased 2.2 
percent, while median earnings of those who worked full-
time, year-round decreased 1.3 percent.

Note: Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Information on confidentiality 
protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar23.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 and 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 16

www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar23.pdf


0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

1967 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2022

Income in thousands (2022 inflation-adjusted dollars) Recession

$74,580

Note: Households as of March of the following year. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. 
The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income rounded to four significant digits, adjusted 
using the C-CPI-U (2000-2022) and R-CPI-U-RS (pre-2000).
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

$51,570

Real Median Household Income: 1967 to 2022
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Real Median Household Income by Race and 
Hispanic Origin of Householder: 1967 to 2022

Recession
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Hispanic (any race)

Asian

Black

$108,700

$81,060

$52,860

$62,800
Non-Hispanic White

$75,130

$60,830

$45,260

$31,230

Note: Households as of March of the following year. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The 
data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income rounded to four significant digits, adjusted using 
the C-CPI-U (2000-2022) and R-CPI-U-RS (pre-2000).
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

Income in thousands (2022 inflation-adjusted dollars)
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Median Household Income and Percent Change 
by Selected Characteristics: 2021 to 2022

1Householders aged 25 and older.
Note: Households as of March of the following year. Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically differentfrom zero at the 90 percent 
confidence level. Income rounded to four significant digits. Percent changes calculated with unrounded estimates. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 and 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Gini Index and Real Household Income at Selected 
Percentiles: 1967 to 2022

Income in thousands (2022 inflation-adjusted dollars)
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10th

50th (median)
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$108,600

$11,770

$51,570

$216,000

$17,100

$74,580

0

Note: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the 
implementation of the redesigned income questions. In 1993, there was a change in data collection methodology. Income rounded to four 
significant digits, adjusted using the C-CPI-U (2000-2022) and R-CPI-U-RS (pre-2000).
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Denotes a statistically 
significant change

-5.5

-2.3

1.2

-1.2

Percent Changes in Income Distribution Measures Using 
Money Income: 2021 to 2022

Note: Information on money income is available in Appendix A, "How Income Is Measured“ in Income in the United States: 2022. Statistically significant 
indicates the change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Income rounded to four significant digits. Percent changes 
calculated with unrounded estimates. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Money incomePercent Change: 2021 to 2022
2021                2022

Gini index 
Money income 0.494 0.488

Income percentile limits
10th

Money income   $16,890      $17,100 

50th (median)
Money income          $76,330       $74,580

90th
Money income        $228,600     $216,000

https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2023/demo/p60-279.html


Estimate
Margin of 

error1 (±)
Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±)
Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±)

Gini index of income inequality 0.494 0.0038 0.488 0.0033 *-1.2 0.98

10th percentile limit 16,890 527 17,100 493 1.2 2.61

50th (median) 76,330 653 74,580 968 *-2.3 0.92

90th percentile limit 228,600 2,538 216,000 2,562 *-5.5 0.93

Table with row headers in column A and column headers in rows 4 through 5

Percent Changes in Income Distribution Measures Using Money Income: 

2021 and 2022
(Income in 2022 dollars, adjusted using the C-CPI-U)

Measure

2021 2022
Percent change

(2022 less 2021)
*,2

Note: Information on money income is available in Appendix A, "How Income Is Measured“ in Income in the United States: 2022 . Income rounded to four 

significant digits. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 

<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar23.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 and 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

MONEY INCOME

Summary Measure

Household Income at Selected Percentiles

*An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.
1 A margin of error (MOE) is a measure of an estimate's variability. The larger the MOE in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the 

estimate. This number, when added to and subtracted from the estimate, forms the 90 percent confidence interval. MOEs shown in this table are based 

on standard errors calculated using replicate weights.
2 Calculated estimate may be different due to rounded components.



Denotes a statistically 
significant change

-7.0

-8.8

-14.0

-5.5

-2.3

1.2

-1.2

Percent Changes in Income Distribution Measures Using 
Money Income and Post-Tax Income: 2021 to 2022

Post-tax income
2021                2022

Gini index 
Money income 0.494 0.488
Post-tax income 0.430 0.444

Income percentile limits
10th

Money income    $16,890      $17,100 
Post-tax income        $19,950      $17,160

50th (median)
Money income          $76,330       $74,580
Post-tax income        $70,460       $64,240

90th
Money income        $228,600     $216,000
Post-tax income      $178,400     $165,900

3.2

Money incomePercent Change: 2021 to 2022

Note: Information on money income is available in Appendix A, "How Income Is Measured“ in Income in the United States: 2022. Post-tax income is 
defined as money income net of federal and state income taxes and credits, payroll taxes (FICA), and economic impact payments (EIP). Statistically 
significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Income rounded to four significant digits. Percent 
changes calculated with unrounded estimates. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Estimate
Margin of 

error1 (±)
Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±)
Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±)

Gini index of income inequality 0.494 0.0038 0.488 0.0033 *-1.2 0.98

10th percentile limit 16,890 527 17,100 493 1.2 2.61

50th (median) 76,330 653 74,580 968 *-2.3 0.92

90th percentile limit 228,600 2,538 216,000 2,562 *-5.5 0.93

Gini index of income inequality 0.430 0.0033 0.444 0.0029 *3.2 1.01

10th percentile limit 19,950 250 17,160 236 *-14.0 1.60

50th (median) 70,460 382 64,240 366 *-8.8 0.72

90th percentile limit 178,400 1,162 165,900 862 *-7.0 0.78

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 and 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

MONEY INCOME

Summary Measure

Household Income at Selected Percentiles

POST-TAX INCOME 3

Summary Measure

Household Income at Selected Percentiles

*An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.
1 A margin of error (MOE) is a measure of an estimate's variability. The larger the MOE in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the 

estimate. This number, when added to and subtracted from the estimate, forms the 90 percent confidence interval. MOEs shown in this table are based 

on standard errors calculated using replicate weights.
2 Calculated estimate may be different due to rounded components.

3 Post-tax income is defined as money income net of federal and state income taxes and credits, payroll taxes (FICA), economic impact payments (EIP), 

and state stimulus payments. Information on money income collected in the CPS ASEC is availabe in Appendix A, section "How Income Is Measured" in 

Income in the United States: 2022 . Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 

<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar23.pdf>

Note: Income rounded to four significant digits. 

Table with row headers in column A and column headers in rows 4 through 5

Percent Changes in Income Distribution Measures Using Money Income 

and Post-Tax Income: 2021 and 2022
(Income in 2022 dollars, adjusted using the C-CPI-U)

Measure

2021 2022
Percent change

(2022 less 2021)*,2



Median Earnings and Percent Change by Work Status and Sex: 
2021 to 2022

Note: People 15 years and older with earnings as of March of the following year. Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from 
zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Earnings rounded to four significant digits. Percent changes calculated with unrounded estimates. Total workers 
include both part-time and full-time workers. A full-time, year-round worker is a person who worked at least 35 hours per week (full-time), and at least 
50 weeks per year (year-round).
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 and 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Estimate
Margin of 

error1 (±)
Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±)
Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±)

Total Workers 49,030 327 47,960 660 *-2.2 1.24

Men 54,970 239 52,770 1,081 *-4.0 1.89

Women 42,270 811 41,320 258 *-2.2 1.86

Full-Time, Year-Round Workers 60,900 384 60,070 415 *-1.3 0.77

Men 65,970 317 62,350 497 *-5.5 0.81

Women 55,240 318 52,360 354 *-5.2 0.74

Table with row headers in column A and column headers in rows 4 through 6

Median Earnings and Percent Change by Work Status and Sex: 2021 to 2022
(Earnings in 2022 dollars, adjusted using the C-CPI-U. People 15 years and older as of March of the following year with earnings.)

Characteristic

2021 2022
Percent change

(2022 less 2021)*Median earnings

(dollars)

Median earnings

(dollars)

PEOPLE WITH EARNINGS

*An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.
1 A margin of error (MOE) is a measure of an estimate's variability. The larger the MOE in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. 

This number, when added to and subtracted from the estimate, forms the 90 percent confidence interval. MOEs shown in this table are based on standard 

errors calculated using replicate weights.

Note: Earnings rounded to four significant digits. Percent changes calculated with unrounded estimates. Estimates may differ from previous publications due 

to additional rounding implemented to protect respondent privacy. Total workers include both part-time and full-time workers. A full-time, year-round 

worker is a person who worked at least 35 hours per week (full-time), and at least 50 weeks per year (year-round).  Information on confidentiality 

protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar23.pdf>

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 and 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Male full-time, year-
round workers
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Workers with Earnings by Sex: 1967 to 2022
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RecessionNumbers in millions

Note: Male and female workers include both part-time and full-time workers. A full-time, year-round worker is a person who worked at least 35 hours 
per week (full-time), and at least 50 weeks per year (year-round). Workers aged 15 and older as of March of the following year with earnings. Data are 
for workers aged 14 and older for years prior to 1980.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Ratio of Full-Time, Year-Round Workers to Total Workers by Sex: 
1967 to 2022

Recession

Note: Total workers include both part-time and full-time workers. A full-time, year-round worker is a person who worked at least 35 hours per week 
(full-time), and at least 50 weeks per year (year-round). Workers aged 15 and older as of March of the following year with earnings. Data are for 
workers aged 14 and older for years prior to 1980.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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(Full-time, year-round workers, aged 15 and older)

Recession

Note: Workers aged 15 and older as of March of the following year with earnings. Data are for workers aged 14 and older for years prior to 1980.
Earnings rounded to four significant digits, adjusted using the C-CPI-U (2000-2022) and R-CPI-U-RS (pre-2000).
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1961 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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• Income in the United States: 2022

• Detailed and Historical Tables

• America Counts: Stories Behind the Numbers

o 2022 Income Inequality Decreased for First Time Since 2007

o Median Household Income After Taxes Fell 8.8% in 2022

• Research Matters Blog:

o Using Administrative Data to Evaluate Nonresponse  in the 2023 
Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement

o How Inflation Affects the Census Bureau’s Income and Earnings 
Estimates

• Working Paper:

o Modeling State Tax Rebate Payments in the 2022 CPS ASEC 

For more information:

30

https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2023/demo/p60-279.html
https://www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/income/data/tables.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2023/09/income-inequality.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2023/09/median-household-income.html
⁠https:/www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/research-matters/2023/09/using-administrative-data-nonresponse-cps-asec.html
⁠https:/www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/research-matters/2023/09/using-administrative-data-nonresponse-cps-asec.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/research-matters/2023/09/inflation-income-and-earnings-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/research-matters/2023/09/inflation-income-and-earnings-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2023/demo/SEHSD-WP2023-26.html
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