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Disclaimers
• This presentation is released to inform interested parties of ongoing 

research and to encourage discussion. Any views expressed are those 
of the authors and not those of the U.S. Census Bureau. All data are 
subject to error arising from a variety of sources, including sampling 
error and modeling error.

• The U.S. Census Bureau has reviewed this data product to ensure 
appropriate access, use, and disclosure avoidance protection of the 
confidential source data used to produce this product (DMS Project 
No. P-7534374 and P-7516454, Disclosure Review Board (DRB) 
approval number: CBDRB-FY25-SEHSD003-055).
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Background
• Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement 

(CPS ASEC).
• Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP).
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Background

• Health insurance (HI) is complicated to measure.
• Both surveys have had lengthy HI sections.
• Moving to internet self-response (ISR).

• Make HI sections accessible to general public without help of field 
representatives (FR).

• Simplify HI sections to improve quality of collected data.

• Unique opportunity with modernization of both surveys.
• Used testing for each survey to inform the other.
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Health Insurance in CPS ASEC

• Purpose:
• Official national health insurance rates.

• Geography:
• National level.

• Reference period:
• Previous calendar year.
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Health Insurance in CPS ASEC
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1. Do they have 
coverage NOW?

2. Did it start before 
Jan 1 of previous 

year?

3a. Has it been 
continuous?

3b. When did it 
start?

Has it been 
continuous?

4. In which month 
did coverage start?

No

Yes

What type of coverage?
Separate questions for:

• Coverage through a job.
• Coverage through military 

service.
• Coverage through 

government or state plan.
• Coverage purchased 

directly.

No

No

Past year coverage.



Health Insurance in SIPP

• Purpose:
• Monthly health insurance rates.

• Geography:
• National, state, and metro levels.

• Reference period:
• Previous calendar year.
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Health Insurance in SIPP
• SIPP uses an event 

history calendar (EHC) 
to collect health 
insurance coverage.
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Note: The EHC shown here is fictional and does not represent actual data.



Testing Goals for CPS ASEC 
and SIPP

• Can HI types be collected in one item?
• Developed for 2022 ACS content test.
• “Laundry list”.

• Do respondents need to be anchored 
in current coverage before reporting 
on past year coverage?
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ACS “Laundry list”



Testing Opportunities for Health Insurance
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March 
2024

June 
2024

Fall 
2024

Summer 
2025

SIPP
Cognitive interviews
Round 1
• “Laundry list”.
• Anchoring in current 

coverage.

SIPP
Cognitive interviews
Round 2
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Cognitive interviews
Round 1
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Additional type details.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Cognitive interviews
Round 2
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Additional type details.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Census Household 
Panel
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Asked first about past 

coverage, then current 
coverage.



Cognitive Testing Interviews: SIPP Round 1 
(March 2024)

• Collecting types of HI with one item:
• Respondents understood “laundry list” response 

options.
• Definitions of Medicare and Medicaid were helpful.

• Respondents wanted to be able to say they did 
not have any HI prior to seeing the “laundry list”.

• Not anchoring in current coverage:
• Asked about current coverage first before asking 

about past coverage.
• Respondents did not report any issues.

11Cleared for Public Release - CBDRB-FY25-SEHSD003-055



Testing Opportunities for Health Insurance
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March 
2024

June 
2024

Fall 
2024

Summer 
2025

SIPP
Cognitive interviews
Round 1
• “Laundry list”.
• Anchoring in current 

coverage.

SIPP
Cognitive interviews
Round 2
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Cognitive interviews
Round 1
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Additional type details.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Cognitive interviews
Round 2
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Additional type details.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Census Household 
Panel
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Asked first about past 

coverage, then current 
coverage.



Cognitive Testing Interviews: SIPP Round 2 
(June 2024)
• Tested asking first if respondent had any HI 

coverage during reference period.
• Positive response.

• Collecting types of HI with one item:
• Respondents understood “laundry list” 

response options.

• Not anchoring in current coverage:
• Tested not asking about current coverage.

• Respondents did not report any issues with recall.
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CPS ASEC CHP Test (June 2024)

• First asked if respondent had any HI coverage 
during reference period.

• Collecting types of HI with one item:
• Respondents understood “laundry list” response 

options.
• People with Medicare wanted to give more 

information about their coverage.
• Not anchoring in current coverage:

• Tested asking first about last year and then current 
coverage and when that coverage began.

• Asking about current coverage did not improve 
recall.
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Testing Opportunities for Health Insurance
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March 
2024

June 
2024

Fall 
2024

Summer 
2025

SIPP
Cognitive interviews
Round 1
• “Laundry list”.
• Anchoring in current 

coverage.

SIPP
Cognitive interviews
Round 2
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Cognitive interviews
Round 1
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Additional type details.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Cognitive interviews
Round 2
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Additional type details.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Census Household 
Panel
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Asked first about past 

coverage, then current 
coverage.



Cognitive Testing Interviews: CPS ASEC Round 1 
(Fall 2024)

• First asked respondents if they had any HI coverage during reference 
period.

• Collecting types of HI with one item:
• Respondents understood the “laundry list” response options.

• Tested expanding options for Medicare and Medicaid.

• Not anchoring in current coverage:
• Did not ask about current coverage.
• Only asked about coverage during reference period.
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Testing Opportunities for Health Insurance
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March 
2024

June 
2024

Fall 
2024

Summer 
2025

SIPP
Cognitive interviews
Round 1
• “Laundry list”.
• Anchoring in current 

coverage.

SIPP
Cognitive interviews
Round 2
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Cognitive interviews
Round 1
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Additional type details.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Cognitive interviews
Round 2
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Additional type details.
• Past coverage only.

CPS ASEC
Census Household 
Panel
• “Any coverage”.
• “Laundry list”.
• Asked first about past 

coverage, then current 
coverage.



Cognitive Testing Interviews: CPS ASEC Round 
2 (Summer 2025)
• First asked respondents if they had any HI 

coverage during reference period.
• Collecting types of HI with one item:

• Most of the “laundry list” response options were 
understood.

• Not anchoring in current coverage:
• Did not ask about current coverage.
• Only asked about coverage during reference 

period.
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Collaboration Between Surveys
• SIPP round 1 results informed CPS ASEC CHP protocol.
• SIPP round 2 results and CPS ASEC CHP test results informed CPS 

ASEC round 1 protocol.
• CPS ASEC CHP test results and CPS ASEC round 1 results informed 

decisions on SIPP HI content.
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SIPP
Cognitive 
interviews
Round 1

SIPP
Cognitive 
interviews
Round 2

CPS ASEC
CHP

CPS ASEC
Cognitive 
interviews
Round 1

SIPP
HI content

CPS ASEC
HI content

CPS ASEC
Cognitive 
interviews
Round 2



Next Steps: Testing CPS ASEC HI Section

• First person in household:
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Any coverage 
last year?

Type of coverage 
collected in one item.

Duration of coverage:

All or part of the year.

Any part of the year 
when the person did not 
have health insurance?

Next person.

Addition details 
collected for:

• Student insurance.
• “Some other way”.
• “Not sure”.

Additional details collected for:

• Employer contributions to 
premiums.

• If job-based coverage was 
through main job. If not, why 
not?

• Medicare plans.
• Medicaid plans.
• Government subsidies for 

premiums.



Next Steps: Testing CPS ASEC HI Section
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Next Steps: Testing CPS ASEC HI Section

• First person in household:
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Any coverage 
last year?

Type of coverage 
collected in one item.

Duration of coverage:

All or part of the year.

Any part of the year 
when the person did not 
have health insurance?

Next person.

Addition details 
collected for:

• Student insurance.
• “Some other way”.
• “Not sure”.

Additional details collected for:

• Employer contributions to 
premiums.

• If job-based coverage was 
through main job. If not, why 
not?

• Medicare plans.
• Medicaid plans.
• Government subsidies for 

premiums.



Next Steps: Testing CPS ASEC HI Section

• Subsequent people in household:
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Any coverage 
last year?

Do they have the same 
type(s) of HI that 

has/have already been 
reported?

Duration of coverage:

All or part of the year.

Follow-up questions:

• Did they have any other type of 
HI that hasn’t already been 
reported for the household?

• Any part of the year when they 
did not have health insurance?

Next person.

Additional details collected for:

• Employer contributions to 
premiums.

• If job-based coverage was 
through main job. If not, why 
not?

• Medicare plans.
• Medicaid plans.
• Government subsidies for 

premiums.



Conclusion

• Testing from each survey benefited the other.
• Testing continues.
• Check for updates online:

• SIPP
• https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2026/sipp-modernization-program-

update.html
• CPS ASEC

• https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/cps/about/modernization/asecmodernization.html
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