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Census Bureau Overview
Mission
To measure America’s people and economy.

Every 10 Years (Decennial Census) 
Count every person living in the United States once, only once, and in the right place. 

Every Year 
Produce annual demographic statistics through the American Community Survey, 
Current Population Survey, population estimates, and other surveys/programs.

Collect economic data through monthly and annual surveys, as well as the Economic 
Census every 5 years.
• About the Bureau (census.gov)
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https://www.census.gov/about.html
https://www.census.gov/about.html
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Newsroom
(census.gov)

https://www.census.gov/newsroom.html


Embargo Policy
• Access limited to accredited media who give 

their chief attention to the gathering and 
reporting of news.

• Embargoed news releases and data files may 
not be released to the public by any means 
before the specified date and time of release.

• Embargo access is granted on an individual 
basis only. Embargoed data cannot be shared 
or discussed with colleagues or associates that 
have not been approved by the Census 
Bureau's Public Information Office.

• Media representatives are required to register 
using an email address associated with a media 
outlet. Group or generic email addresses will 
not be accepted.

• To sign up census.gov/newsroom/embargo



America Counts: Stories Behind the 
Numbers

America 
Counts
features stories using 
U.S. Census Bureau 
data that give real-
world application and 
context to the data.
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https://www.census.gov/library/stories.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2026/03/county-domestic-migration-trends.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2026/03/county-domestic-migration-trends.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2026/03/county-domestic-migration-trends.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2026/03/county-domestic-migration-trends.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2026/02/post-pandemic-workforce-in-manhattan.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2026/02/post-pandemic-workforce-in-manhattan.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2026/02/post-pandemic-workforce-in-manhattan.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2026/02/post-pandemic-workforce-in-manhattan.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2026/02/post-pandemic-workforce-in-manhattan.html


Census Bureau Surveys and Programs

More than the decennial census 
We continuously gather data between census years with various household 
surveys and programs.
• American Community Survey 
• Current Population Survey 
• Population Estimates Program

Beyond household data collection, the Census Bureau is a premier source for 
economic data and statistics.
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American Community Survey
• Ongoing monthly survey sent to 3.5 

million addresses/year. 
• Produces timely data for small areas and 

population groups previously collected 
on the decennial long form. 

• Covers 35+ topics (employment, 
occupation, veteran status, commuting, 
etc.) and supports 300+ known federal 
government uses. 

• Annual releases of 1-year and 5-year 
estimates. 

• Data goes back to 2005. 

American Community Survey (ACS) (census.gov)

Press Kit: 2024 American Community Survey Single Year Estimates 
(census.gov)

American Community Survey 2020-2024 5-Year Data Release 
(census.gov)
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Key Dates 

• September 2026: 2025 
ACS 1-Year Estimates

• December 2026: 2021-
2025 ACS 5-Year 
Estimates 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2025/acs-1-year-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2025/acs-1-year-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2026/acs-5-year-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2026/acs-5-year-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2026/acs-5-year-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2026/acs-5-year-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2026/acs-5-year-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2026/acs-5-year-estimates.html


Current Population Survey
• One of the oldest, largest and 

most well-recognized surveys in 
the United States.

• Primary source of monthly labor 
force statistics and monthly 
demographic statistics on 30+ 
topics such as:
• Educational Attainment
• Families and Living Arrangements
• Income, Poverty, and Health 

Insurance

Current Population Survey (CPS) (census.gov)
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Key Releases

• Educational Attainment

• Families and 
Living Arrangements

• Geographic Mobility

• Income, Poverty, and 
Health Insurance 
(Sept.)

• School Enrollment

https://www.census.gov/topics/education/educational-attainment/news-updates.html
https://www.census.gov/topics/education/educational-attainment/news-updates.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/americas-families-and-living-arrangements.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/americas-families-and-living-arrangements.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2022/income-poverty.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2022/income-poverty.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2022/income-poverty.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html


Population Estimates 
• Produces most up-to-date 

population numbers between 
decennial censuses. 

• Provides population counts for 
nation, state, counties, and 
incorporated places. 

• Housing unit totals are available 
at national and state levels.

Population and Housing Unit Estimates (census.gov)

9

Key Dates 

• March: County, 
Metro/Micro and Puerto 
Rico Municipios

• April: National by age and 
sex

• May: Cities and towns

• May: National, state, and 
county housing units

• June: National, state, 
county, and Puerto Rico 
demographics

• December: National, state, 
and Puerto Rico

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest.html


PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE

Visit the Census Bureau Newsroom to sign up for media alerts: 
www.census.gov/newsroom.html 

pio@census.gov 

301-763-3030 or  877-861-2010
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https://www.census.gov/newsroom.html


CONNECT WITH THE CENSUS BUREAU

Visit the Census Bureau Newsroom at www.census.gov to 
sign up for regular updates on the census operations 

timeline, data sources, and press releases. 

twitter.com/uscensusbureau youtube.com/user/ 
uscensusbureau

instagram.com/uscensusbureaulinkedin.com/company/
us-census-bureau

facebook.com/uscensusbureau
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