
The American Community Survey 
and the 2020 Census
          

I already answered the 2020 Census. Is this the same thing?

The American Community Survey is different from the 2020 Census.

How is the American Community Survey different from the 2020 Census?

The American Community Survey (ACS) shows how we live–our education, 
housing, jobs, and more. The ACS provides information about the social and 
economic needs of your community every year. For example, results may be used 
to decide where new schools, hospitals, and fire stations are needed.

The census is conducted once every 10 years to provide an official count of the 
entire U.S. population to Congress.

Do I have to answer the American Community Survey?

Yes, you are required by law to answer the American Community Survey (Title 13, 
U.S. Code).

Your response will help your community get its fair share of federal funding. 
The data help determine how more than $675 billion is distributed to states and 
communities every year.

Can you use my 2020 Census answers for the American Community Survey?

No, your answers to the 2020 Census cannot be used for the American Community 
Survey (ACS). The ACS asks questions about topics not on the 2020 Census, such 
as education, employment, and transportation.

Why was I chosen for the American Community Survey?

The U.S. Census Bureau chose this address, not you personally, as part of a  
randomly selected sample.
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Thank you for your participation!
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Each year, a random sample of addresses  

completes the American Community Survey.

The American Community Survey asks questions 
about topics not on the 2020 Census, such as 
education, employment, and transportation.

Respond online at 
respond.census.gov/acs

Respond by mail 
using the paper form

or
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If you need help or have 
questions about completing
this form, please call 
1-800-354-7271.

Telephone Device for the Deaf (TDD): 
Call 1–800–582–8330.

FORM ACS-1(X)(2020) 
(02-20-2019) Draft 3

For more information about the American
Community Survey, visit our website at:
https://www.census.gov/acs
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¿NECESITA AYUDA? Llame sin cargo
alguno al 1-877-833-5625. 

OMB No. xxxx-xxxx

Start Here

The American Community Survey is
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. 
This survey is one of only a few 
surveys for which all recipients are 
required by law to respond. The
U.S. Census Bureau is required by
law to protect your information.

Respond online today at:
https://respond.census.gov/acs

OR

Complete this form and mail it
back as soon as possible.

Please print the name and telephone number of the 
person who is filling out this form. We will only 
contact you if needed for official Census Bureau business.

• INCLUDE everyone who is living or staying here for more
than 2 months.

• INCLUDE yourself if you are living here for more than 2
months.

• INCLUDE anyone else staying here who does not have 
another place to stay, even if they are here for 2 months or
less.

• DO NOT INCLUDE anyone who is living somewhere else for
more than 2 months, such as a college student living away or
someone in the Armed Forces on deployment.

Number of people

How many people are living or staying at this address?➜

Fill out pages 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 for everyone, 
including yourself, who is living or staying at this 
address for more than 2 months. Then complete the 
rest of the form.

➜

➜

Last Name

First Name MI

Area Code  + Number

—

You have two ways to respond:

Your response is required by law.


