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This webinar is being recorded. The recording will be available after the webinar.
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About the U.S. Census Bureau

• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical agency.

• The U.S. Census Bureau conducts more than 130 surveys and programs each 
year, including 

• The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing count 
of all 50 states and U.S. territories

• The American Community Survey – the ongoing, annual survey of the 
social, economic, housing, and demographic characteristics of the nation’s 
population 

• The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American 
businesses

• The Census of Governments – identifies the scope and nature of the 
nation’s state and local government sector

• Our mission is to serve as the nation’s leading provider of quality data about 
its people and economy. 
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The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey design, 
continuous improvement, and data quality

• The nation’s most current, reliable, and accessible data source for local statistics 
on critical planning topics such as age, children, veterans, commuting, education, 
income, and employment

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses and helps inform the distribution of hundreds of 
billions in federal funds each year

• Covers 40+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based federal government uses

• Three key annual data releases:

• 1-year Estimates (for large populations, geographies of 65,000+ population)

• 1-year Supplemental Estimates (for small populations, geographies of 
20,000+ population)

• 5-year Estimates (for very small populations, geographies down to Census 
Tracts and Block Groups)

The American Community Survey
The Foundation



The American Community Survey
How is the American Community Survey Different From a Census?

Data Reflect

Period of time Point in time

New Data Every

Year 10 years

Produces

Population and housing characteristics
Population and housing totals and select 

characteristics

Collects
Detailed social, economic, housing, and demographic 

characteristics
Basic demographics

Purpose

Sample estimates Official counts

ACS Census
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The American Community Survey
Content Overview
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The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts
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The American Community Survey
AIAN and HHL Areas
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Examples of AIAN/HHL Geographic Areas: 

• American Indian Reservations

• American Indian Off-Reservation Trust Lands

• State American Indian Reservations

• Alaska Native Regional Corporations

• Alaska Native Village Statistical Areas

• Tribal Tracts and Tribal Block Groups

• And More…

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/library/handbooks/aian.html



Estimated Population of 
Geographic Area

1-Year Estimates
1-Year Supplemental 

Estimates 5-Year Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 to 64,999 X X

Less than 20,000 X

Typical Release Date
(Occurs in the calendar year 
after data collection)

September October December

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html

The American Community Survey
Availability of Data Products
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Office of Management and Budget (OMB) defines American Indian 
or Alaska Native for statistical purposes: “person having origins in 
any of the original peoples of North and South America (including 
Central America) who maintains tribal affiliation or community 
attachment.”  

Includes people who:  

• indicate their race as “American Indian or Alaska Native”, or

• report the name of their enrolled or principal tribe, or 

• report the name of their Indian group.

The American Community Survey
Federal Guidelines for Reporting on the AIAN Population
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The American Community Survey
Data Collection Process

12

ACS data are collected continuously throughout the year:

• 12 monthly independent samples per year

• 3-modes over a 3-month period: Internet, Mail, and Personal Visit (CAPI) 



The American Community Survey
Additional AIAN Data Collection Procedures
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AIAN Areas:
• Increase overall sample size & reallocate for more quality across 

small geographic areas
• Emphasis on personal visits for unmailable AIAN areas
• Attempt personal visits for all non-response cases in AIAN areas
• 2021 Internet response became an option

Remote Alaska Areas:
• 2 samples/year collected over 6-month period via personal visit
• 2021 Internet response became an option



The American Community Survey
AIAN Sampling
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Procedures to increase sample sizes in AIAN and Hawaiian Home Land areas:

• ACS samples housing units in less populous areas at higher rates (as high as 
15% annually, or 75% over five years.)

• Full CAPI follow-up:

• All Hawaiian Home Lands 

• All Alaska Native Village Statistical Areas

• All American Indian Areas (10%+ of population responding to 2010 Census 
as AIAN race)



• U.S. Census Bureau’s American Indian and Alaska Native Policy Statement:   
Pledges to consult with tribal leaders and cooperate with them on any activities 
regarding the census or surveys that might affect their tribes. Since each nation 
forms its own government, the Census Bureau works with them one by one to 
respect each tribe’s own customs, beliefs, and cultural norms. 

• Visit to the reservation: Regional office staff contacts the tribal government and 
establishes a contact person for the initial visit and subsequent visits. In most 
circumstances, the contact person is part of the tribal leadership or a designated 
tribal liaison. Field representatives follow set procedures when conducting 
interviews in AIAN areas.

The American Community Survey
ACS Field Work
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The American Community Survey
Census Regional Field Offices 
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Six Regional Offices manage 
collection of data throughout 
the country.



The American Community Survey
The Tribal Relations Program
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Bernadece Boda - bernadece.a.boda@census.gov

Shadana Sultan - shadana.m.sultan@census.gov

Charles Tippeconnic - charles.tippeconnic@census.gov 

Vacant - In interim contact other Tribal Relations Specialist

• Focus on maintaining and improving tribal relations in 
support of Census Bureau programs

• Inform Tribal Leaders/Liaisons on updates and resources 
for ongoing surveys

• Support ongoing surveys by securing access to tribal 
lands, raising response rates, and assisting with 
recruiting and hiring



The American Community Survey
ACS Field Data Collection – NEW Brochures for AIAN Areas
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Two brochures for use with 
respondents in AIAN areas:

• Green brochure - American Indian 
areas in the continental U.S.

• Blue brochure - Alaska Native areas

Brochures contain a field for the 
User ID allowing respondents to 
complete the survey online.
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The American Community Survey
Benefits of the ACS to the AIAN Community
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Organizations using ACS data to serve AIAN communities: 

• Tribal Governments 

• Federal & Nonfederal Organizations 

• Grant seekers

• Researchers

ACS data are useful for tribal programs and initiatives supporting: 

• Economic Development

• Housing Needs

• Access to health and education services

• Job Training



census.gov/data/data-tools.html

The American Community Survey
Selected Ways to Access Data
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data.census.gov My Tribal Area



census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
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The American Community Survey
data.census.gov
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Race Iterated Tables Selected Population 
Profiles (SPP)

Selected Population Tables (SPT) 
and American Indian & Alaska 
Native Tables (AIANT)

Description Detailed Tables with most 
detailed estimates on all 
topics for all geographies

Summary tables for 
hundreds of detailed racial, 
ethnic, and tribal groups

Most detail for race, Hispanic 
origin, tribal, and ancestry groups 
that are typically too small to be 
included in annual ACS 5-year 
estimates

Data Release 1-year and 5-year 1-year only 5-year only about every 5 years

Table ID Ends with “A-I,” “C” used for 
AIAN Alone (e.g., B01001C)

S0201, 
S0201PR (Puerto Rico)

Available for all table IDs included 
in release

Publication 
Thresholds 

Geographic areas with pop 
of 65,000+ (1-year)

Data for all areas (5-year)

Geographic areas with at 
least a pop of 500,000

Pop group with an 
estimated pop of 65,000+

7,000 at national level (SPT)
100 at national level (AIANT)

Geographic area with at least 50 
unweighted sample persons

The American Community Survey
Data Products Available for AIAN Population
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data.html



The American Community Survey
My Tribal Area

census.gov/tribal
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The IAO Tribal Affairs team works closely with AIAN tribal nations on a nation-to-
nation basis on behalf of the Census Bureau and its program areas.

• Liaison: Develop and maintain relationships and communication channels with 
tribal officials and the associations that serve them.

• Policy Support: Technical support in anticipation the adoption of public 
statements or official policy regarding agency programs or policies.

• Education: Ongoing effort to educate regarding Census Bureau programs and 
policies of interest to the associations and their membership.

• Advisory: Advice given to the Director and executive staff regarding responding 
to state, local, and tribal officials and their associations through formal and 
informal channels.

The American Community Survey
Census Bureau’s Intergovernmental Affairs Office (IAO)

Contact Tribal Affairs Team: ocia.tao@census.gov
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census.gov/acs

The American Community Survey
Main Page
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The American Community Survey
Educational Materials

Information For AIAN Populations page:
• ACS Information Guide
• ACS Handbook for American Indians and 

Alaska Natives
• ACS Resources for American Indian and 

Alaska Natives Flyer
• ACS Accessing Tribal Data Flyer

• ACS Accessing American Indian and 
Alaska Natives & Hawaii Home Land 
Data Flyer

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/information-for/aian.html
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The American Community Survey
Stay Connected
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The American Community Survey
Continue the Conversation
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Website
census.gov/acs

Census Academy 
census.gov/academy

ACS Data User Support 
acso.users.support@census.gov

Social Media
@uscensusbureau
#ACSdata

Census Customer Service Center

800-923-8282

Source Us
U.S. Census Bureau, [YYYY – YYYY] American 
Community Survey
[1/5]-year [estimates/statistics/data release]



Questions?
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