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Historical Significance 
of the Census in Guam

Topic(s):
History, census, Guam

Grade Level:
9-12

Approx. Time Required:
50 minutes

Learning Objectives: 
Students will be able to:

•	 Draw conclusions based on provided data.

•	 Evaluate data presented in a table.

•	 Make an argument, using evidence and analysis of written text.

•	 Understand how the census benefits the island of Guam.

•	 Share findings from data to prompt further discussion.

Introduction
The 2020 Census Statistics in Schools (SIS) program is designed to educate students about the decennial 
census and to teach them educational concepts and skills, such as data literacy, through the use of census 
data in the classroom. Responses to the 2020 Census affect plans for hospitals and schools, support 
for local programs, improvements in emergency services, and construction of roads. They also inform 
businesses that are looking to add jobs. By educating students about the 2020 Census, you can help 
encourage a complete count.

The 2020 Census SIS program can be used with educational standards across the country. You can use 
the topics and learning objectives above to determine which subject and unit plan or theme this activity 
will best fit into.

About the 2020 Census
In addition to the information that is built into instructions for this activity, the following points provide an 
easy, grade-appropriate way to explain the census to your students.

•	 The decennial census is a count of every person living in the United States and its territories that 
occurs every 10 years.

•	 It is important that every person be counted to make sure the government can provide money to 
each community for things like roads, schools, and hospitals.

•	 Make sure an adult in your home counts you in the 2020 Census.
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Materials Required
•	 Printed student worksheets

•	 Markers (enough for every student) 

•	 Chart paper

Worksheet Description
This worksheet focuses on how the census benefits students, their families, and their communities, 
highlighting why participation is important. Students will research what year Guam began participating 
in the census, what led to this event, and how participation has helped find important information about 
the population.

Before the Activity—15 Minutes
1.	 Tell students to define the word “census” in their own words, to gauge student understanding. Then 

make sure students understand the following key points:

•	 The decennial census is a count of every person living in the United States and its territories 
that occurs every 10 years.

•	 It is important that every person be counted to make sure the government knows where to 
distribute billions of dollars to communities for things like roads, schools, and hospitals.

•	 If the government doesn’t get an accurate count, it can’t distribute the right amount of 
resources to each community.

2.	 Divide students into six groups as you pass out student worksheets and copies of Activity Item: 
Composition and Characteristics of Guam. Write on the board “1920 Guam Census.” Then write 
the following questions for students to keep in mind:

•	 How does the census benefit our community?

•	 Why do you think it is important to participate in the census?
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3.	 Note that in 2020 the census will ask questions about a population of more than 150,000 people 
in Guam. Explain that today the class will be learning about the first census conducted in Guam, in 
1920. Provide each group with a large piece of paper and give every student in each group a marker. 
Assign each group one of the topics below:

•	 Population size

•	 Race

•	 School attendance

•	 Illiteracy

•	 Ability to speak English

•	 Occupations

4.	Give students two minutes to think and to record their ideas about their topic as it relates to the two 
questions on the board. All students should write their ideas on the sheet of paper for their group. 
Remind students to consider that these are topics from the 1920 Census.

5.	 After two minutes, have each group rank the three most important ideas on its sheet and allow 
these rankings to drive the class discussion. Have each group share its top three ideas, then discuss 
the ideas on each topic as a class.

Next, have students record their group’s assigned topic on their student worksheet, along with the 
answer to Question #1.

Question #1: What did you find most interesting about the six topics discussed in class?

Answers will vary, but students may say they found things like illiteracy or school attendance to be 
surprising topics for the decennial census, since we often take such things for granted.

During the Activity—30 Minutes
1.	 Direct students to individually read the first two pages of Activity Item: Composition and 

Characteristics of Guam, using the Insert Method (explained below).

Students will read the article, inserting the following codes directly into the text they are reading:

•	 A check mark (✓) indicates a concept or fact that is already known by the students.

•	 A question mark (?) indicates a concept or fact that is confusing or not understood.

•	 An exclamation point (!) indicates something that is unusual, or surprising.

•	 A plus sign (+) indicates an idea or concept that is new to the reader. 
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2.	 Then have students look at the data in the activity item to answer Questions #2 and #3. Students 
should share their findings within their small group, allowing other group members to help clear 
up any misconceptions or misunderstandings. For issues resolved through group discussion, have 
students replace any question marks with an asterisk (*). Students should circle (and leave question 
marks for) any sections that no one in the group could understand. 

Question #2: What was the population of Guam in 1920? How many of the people were female 
and how many were male?

Answer: Total: 15,275; Female: 6,785; Male: 6,400

Question #3: Record the data for your group and any other interesting information you noticed 
for 1920 and 1930. If your group has topic with multiple categories, choose a single category of 
information and write the category you picked above your answer.

Note: For this question, instruct groups whose topics have multiple subcategories (such as Race and 
Occupations) to find data for just one of the subcategories (for instance, Chamorro or Filipino). The 
students should write the subcategory they chose along with their answer in Question #3.

Note also that the group with the topic “Population size” will have an easier time, since this question 
is partially answered in Question #2.

Answers will vary based on topic, but for population (for example), the answer would be 15,275 in 
1920 and 18,509 in 1930.

3.	 Have each group share their results for Question #3, including why they think it’s important to 
count each specific demographic. Then have students answer Questions #4 through #6 on their 
student worksheet.

Question #4: Identify three things you learned about the first Guam census.

Answers will vary, but students may suggest that they learned that the first census in Guam was 
taken in 1920 or that the increase in White people from 1920 to 1930 stemmed, substantially, 
from the naval population.

Question #5: What are two questions you have about the census?

Answers will vary, but students may question how the census is currently taken or when results of 
the census will be available.
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Question #6: What is one fact about the first census of Guam that you will share with your 
friends or adults at home?

Answers will vary, but students may share that the population was just over 15,000 people in 
1920, and now the island is home to more than 150,000 people.

4.	Ask the class for any questions they still have about the decennial census and provide answers. Then 
have students answer Question #7 on their worksheet.

Question #7: How does the census benefit your community (in both the 1920s and the present)?

Answers will vary but may include that census data tells the local and federal governments 
important details about the population. This information affects how billions of dollars are spent 
on federal and local programs, such as schools, roads, and hospitals.

After the Activity—5 Minutes
Summarize the activity, asking why students think it’s important that the decennial census asks specific 
questions about age, race, education level, or language spoken at home. Why is it important that the 
government know this kind of information?

Home Extension
Teachers, please read the instructions for the students’ homework assignment out loud to the class:

Take your worksheet home and interview a person in your home from an older generation. Share what was 
discussed in class and then ask them if there is a piece of data they would like to compare from the 1920s with the 
upcoming 2020 Census. What data would that be and why would it be interesting? Ask them who will participate 
in the 2020 Census for your household.
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Activity Item: Composition and Characteristics of Guam
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Activity Item: Composition and Characteristics of Guam (Cont.)
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Activity Item: Composition and Characteristics of Guam (Cont.)
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Activity Item: Composition and Characteristics of Guam (Cont.)
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Activity Item: Composition and Characteristics of Guam (Cont.)
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Activity Item: Composition and Characteristics of Guam (Cont.)
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Activity Item: Composition and Characteristics of Guam (Cont.)
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Activity Item: Composition and Characteristics of Guam (Cont.)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population—Guam, 1901 to 1930

https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1930/territories/00476569ch6.pdf
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