History of the Census
in American Samoa
Topic(s):
Population, history,
data collection,
communities, families

2020 CENSUS
TEACHER’S
GUIDE

Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to:
• Evaluate data presented in a table.
• Make an argument using evidence and analysis of written text.

Grade Level:
9-12

• Draw a picture or graph to represent a data set.

Approx. Time Required:
40 minutes

• Understand the role of the decennial census for the people of American Samoa and why it’s
important to get an accurate count in 2020.

• Draw conclusions based on the data collected.

Introduction
The 2020 Census Statistics in Schools (SIS) program is designed to educate students about the decennial
census and to teach them educational concepts and skills, such as data literacy, through the use of census
data in the classroom. Responses to the 2020 Census affect plans for hospitals and schools, support
for local programs, improvements in emergency services, and construction of roads. They also inform
businesses that are looking to add jobs. By educating students about the 2020 Census, you can help
encourage a complete count.
The 2020 Census SIS program can be used with educational standards across the country. You can use
the topics and learning objectives above to determine which subject and unit plan or theme this activity
will best fit into.

About the 2020 Census
In addition to the information that is built into instructions for this activity, the following points provide an
easy, grade-appropriate way to explain the census to your students.
• The decennial census is a count of every person living in the United States and its territories that occurs every
10 years.
• It is important that every person be counted to make sure the government can provide money to each community
for things like roads, schools, and hospitals.
• Make sure an adult in your home counts you in the 2020 Census.
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Materials Required
• Printed student worksheets

Worksheet Description
Students will learn about the history of the census in American Samoa. They will research what year
American Samoa began participating in the census, what led to this event, and how the island’s population
has grown since then. In addition, they will explore how the census benefits students, their families, and
their communities, highlighting why participation is important.

Before the Activity—5 Minutes
1. Hand out the student worksheets. Ask students what they know about the decennial census and
why it’s important that American Samoa participates.
Explain the following key points to students:
• Every 10 years, the federal government counts the number of people living in the United States

and its territories, including American Samoa, in what’s called the decennial census.
• The government uses this information to decide what services the people of each area

may need.
• Census data on topics such as age, sex, language spoken at home, and number of people in

each household plays a large role in planning decisions for American Samoa.
• It is our responsibility to make sure we are counted so that the government can distribute

federal funds every year to communities like ours for things like roads, schools, and hospitals.
Have students answer Question #1 on their worksheet.

During the Activity—30 Minutes
1. Tell students they will research which year the first census happened in American Samoa and then
compare data from the first decennial census to data from the 2010 Census.
Students will read Activity Item 1: First U.S. Census of American Samoa individually and then
answer Question #2 on their worksheet.
Question #2: When did American Samoa first participate in the decennial census count?
Answer: 1920
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2. Students will use the data for 1920, 1960, and 2010 in Activity Item 1: First U.S. Census of
American Samoa; Activity Item 2: 2010 American Samoa Population; and Activity Item 3: 1960
American Samoa Population to complete the table on their student worksheet.
Students will complete the first three columns: “Population,” “Population, Ages 5-19,” and “Number
Enrolled in School, Ages 5-19.” Then have students calculate the answers for the right-hand column:
“Percentage Enrolled in School, Ages 5-19.”
Answer key:
Year

Population, Ages 5-19
(Ages 5-20 for 1920)

Population

Number Enrolled in
School, Ages 5-19
(Ages 5-20 for 1920)

Percentage Enrolled
in School, Ages 5-19
(Ages 5-20 for 1920)

1920

8,056

2,911

2,034

69.87%

1960

20,051

8,419

6,137

72.89%

2010

55,519

19,111

17,697

92.60%

3. Lead a class discussion about the population increase in American Samoa throughout the century.
Ask students why they think the decennial census is important to them and their community and
what they could do to encourage friends and family to participate in the 2020 Census.
4. Divide students into groups of four and assign each group one of the four columns of data they
collected. (Depending on how many students are in your class, you may have some groups with the
same data.)
Students will then create a visual that represents their assigned data for 1920, 1960, and 2010. This
visual can be a graph (bar graph, line graph, etc.), a pie chart, an infographic, or any other visual
representation. Then give each group two to three minutes to present their approach to displaying
the data and why they chose that particular model.
5. Have students discuss Questions #5 and Question #6 in their small group and then record their
answers on their individual worksheets. Monitor the room and ensure that students are on the right
track with their discussion, correcting or enhancing the group’s conversation with additional details
as needed.
Question #5: Using the data in your table and graph, what can you infer about your findings?
Answers will vary, but students should note findings such as the following: only about 70 percent
of school-aged children attended school in 1920. However, in 2010, that number was nearly 100
percent. This means people are becoming more educated, which makes them more skilled and
enhances the island’s ability to thrive and grow.
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Question #6: How important is the decennial census to American Samoa and how does it affect
you as a student?
Answers will vary, but students should note that the decennial census is important because it tells
the federal and local government important details about the people living on the island.

After the Activity—5 Minutes
Call on students to summarize what they learned about the importance of the decennial census and why
it’s imperative to get an accurate count in 2020.
• The decennial census is a mandatory questionnaire that helps the federal government to learn

more about the people who live in the United States and its territories.
• The government uses this information to decide which services the people living on the island

need most.
• It is our responsibility to make sure we are counted so that the government can distribute

federal funds every year to communities like ours for things like roads, schools, and hospitals.

Home Extension
Teachers, please read the instructions for the students’ homework assignment out loud to the class:
Take your worksheet home and share it with an adult in your home. Ask them how they think American Samoa’s
population has changed in the past 100 years. Ask if they plan to participate in the 2020 Census and make sure
they count everyone living in your home. Share their response with the class tomorrow.
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Activity Item 1: First U.S. Census of American Samoa

census.gov/schools
D-WS-TE-EN-223

6

Activity Item 1: First U.S. Census of American Samoa (Cont.)
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Activity Item 1: First U.S. Census of American Samoa (Cont.)
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Activity Item 1: First U.S. Census of American Samoa (Cont.)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Fourteenth Census of the United States: 1920 Bulletin
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1920/bulletins/demographics/census-of-american-samoa.pdf
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Activity Item 2: 2010 American Samoa Population
Age Group

Population

Total population

Percentage of Total Population
55,519

100%

6,611

11.9%

5 to 9 years

6,535

11.8%

10 to 14 years

6,279

11.3%

15 to 19 years

6,297

11.3%

20 to 24 years

3,890

7.0%

25 to 29 years

3,325

6.0%

30 to 34 years

3,506

6.3%

35 to 39 years

3,604

6.5%

40 to 44 years

3,602

6.5%

45 to 49 years

3,387

6.1%

50 to 54 years

2,678

4.8%

55 to 59 years

2,057

3.7%

60 to 64 years

1,481

2.7%

65 to 69 years

957

1.7%

70 to 74 years

653

1.2%

75 to 79 years

340

0.6%

80 to 84 years

207

0.4%

85 years and over

110

0.2%

Under 5 years

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census, American Samoa
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/DEC/10_DPAS/ASDP1

Education Level

Enrollment

Percentage of Total Enrollment

Total enrolled in school (age 3 and over)

21,196

100%

Pre-kindergarten

1,465

6.9%

Kindergarten

1,829

8.6%

Elementary school (grades 1-8)

10,151

47.9%

High school (grades 9-12)

5,384

25.4%

College, graduate or professional school

2,367

11.2%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census, American Samoa
https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/DEC/10_DPAS/ASDP2
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Activity Item 3: 1960 American Samoa Population
Age Group

Population

Total population

Percentage of Total Population
20,051

100%

Under 5 years

3,709

18.5%

5 to 9 years

3,244

16.2%

10 to 14 years

2,993

14.9%

15 to 19 years

2,182

10.9%

20 to 24 years

1,444

7.2%

25 to 29 years

1,154

5.8%

30 to 34 years

1,107

5.5%

35 to 39 years

1,030

5.1%

40 to 44 years

814

4.1%

45 to 49 years

688

3.4%

50 to 54 years

474

2.4%

55 to 59 years

425

2.1%

60 to 64 years

247

1.2%

65 to 69 years

226

1.1%

70 to 74 years

147

0.7%

75 to 79 years

87

0.4%

80 to 84 years

38

0.2%

85 years and over

42

0.2%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1960 Census, American Samoa
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/32111904v1p54-57.zip (Chapter 3, page 30-31)

Education Level

Enrollment

Total enrolled in school (ages 5-34)

Percentage of Total Enrollment
6,451

100%

Pre-kindergarten

N/A

N/A

Kindergarten

N/A

N/A

5,942

92.1%

456

7.1%

8

0.1%

45

0.7%

Elementary school (grades 1-8)
High school (grades 9-12)
College, graduate or professional school
Unaccounted

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1960 Census, American Samoa
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/32111904v1p54-57.zip (Chapter 3, page 30-31)
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