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Teacher Guide: 
Shape My Community’s Future

Today’s theme
The goal of Statistics in Schools Week, Day 5, is to empower students to shape their 

community’s future by encouraging community leaders, parents, and other adults in their 

household to respond to the 2020 Census. Younger students will draw what they want to see 

in their community and then go home and ask the adults in their household to answer brief 

questions about what they want to see in their community. Older students will write a letter 

to a community leader to encourage that person to make sure everyone in their community is 

counted in the 2020 Census. 

Most important, give the SIS take-home flyer to every student in your class. Go to  

census.gov/schools/getinvolved to download the flyer. This flyer, available in English and  

12 additional languages, explains to adults the importance of the 2020 Census and how  

to count every child in their home. Households across the country will receive an invitation  

to respond to the census next week. It is crucial for adults to hear from a trusted voice that  

the 2020 Census is safe and important. 

What students need to know about the 2020 Census
These are the most important points to convey to students about the 2020 Census:

• The census is a count of every person living in the United States that occurs every 10 years.

• Responses to the census help determine how hundreds of billions of dollars are distributed  

 each year to states and communities to support things like schools, hospitals, housing, and parks.

• Every person needs to be counted so that the government knows where resources are  

 most needed.

• You can do your part by making sure an adult in your home counts you—and every person  

 living in your home—in the 2020 Census.

Materials needed

• This teacher guide

• Student worksheet (grades K-6)

• Template for the letter to community leaders (grades 7-12)

• Markers, crayons, or colored pencils 
 

https://census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/get-involved.html


The future I see for my community is: 

Homework: Give your parent or another adult in your household the SIS take-home flyer 

and show them the drawing you made in class today. Then ask the adult these questions:

1. Why is the 2020 Census important to our household and our community?  

2. Who will respond to the census from our household?
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Teacher directions for grades K-6: Shape My Community’s Future

1. Ask students what they have learned about the 2020 Census this week, why the  

 2020 Census is important, and how it impacts their community (e.g., the census affects  

 funding for schools, roads, health care, and more).

2. Define what a community is and ask students to draw a picture and write what they  

 want to see in their community in the next 10 years. Consider providing prompts by  

 asking whether they want more houses, schools, parks, or hospitals. Focus on things  

 in the community that are affected by the allocation of federal funds.

3. Bring the class together for a group discussion and have students share what they  

 hope to see in their community in the future.

4. Now explain to the students that you have some homework for them to give to their   

 parents or guardians. Ask them to show the drawing they made to the adults in their   

 household and to give them the SIS take-home flyer. Then they should ask the adults  

 to sit down with them to answer two questions noted in the homework section of   

 the worksheet. 

• Why is the 2020 Census important to our household and our community? 

• Who will respond to the census from our household?

Shape My Community’s Future
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First Name Age

What does your future look like?
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Sincerely,

Teacher directions for grades 7-12: Shape My Community’s Future

1. Have the students discuss as a class or in small groups why the 2020 Census is important  

 and how it will impact the community (e.g., the census affects funding for schools, roads,  

 health care, and more). Consider showing the short video “How Will 2020 Census Data  

 Be Used?” as an additional resource to help tell students understand how census data will  

 be used and how it will impact the community. 

2. Define what a community leader is (e.g., someone who represents and protects community  

 interests) and, with the students, brainstorm a list of local leaders to whom they could write  

 a letter (e.g., mayor, senator, governor, city council members, other elected officials, school  

 board members, CEOs, religious leaders, neighborhood association presidents).

3. Have the students write a letter to a local leader telling them why the census is important,  

 how it will impact their community, and why their support matters. 

4. Tell the students to take their letter home and share it with a parent or other adult.  

 After the adult has read the letter, the student should ask the following questions:

• Why is the 2020 Census important to our household and our community? 

• Who will respond to the census from our household?

5. Have the students ask the adult in their home to mail the letter to the community leader.
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Date

Dear

https://2020census.gov/en/partners/psa-toolkit/data.html
https://2020census.gov/en/partners/psa-toolkit/data.html

