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2020 CENSUS 
STUDENT 
ACTIVITY

The Census 
Questionnaire: 
Then and Now

1.	 Record your answers to the two census forms you completed in the table below. 

1900 Census 2010 Census 

2.	 What differences did you notice in the forms you filled out? Why do you think those differences exist?
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3.	 Using census questionnaires from 1900 and 2010, fill out the chart below. First, look at changes in 
questions about education over time. Write what you find in column 1. If a question on education was 
not asked, include that in your response. 

Now with your group, choose a topic of your own (e.g., employment, race, marriage). Write the topic 
you chose at the top of column 2. Then record in the table how the question(s) changed over time.

Year
Topic: Education

What questions were asked?

Topic:                                          

What questions were asked?

1900

2010

4.	What changes did you notice in the question(s) for each topic? What events or trends might have led 
to these changes?

5.	 Write a paragraph about which questions you would ask if you were conducting a census. What is 
important to know about people in the United States?

Home Extension
Take your student worksheet home and share what you learned about the change in questions on the 
census over time with an adult in your home. Ask them if they participated in the 2010 Census. If not, ask 
them if they are aware of the 2020 Census coming up and if they have a plan for who will fill it out.
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Activity Item: Census Forms Over Time 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Historical Census Form, 1900

https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/questionnaires/1900_2.html
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Activity Item: Census Forms Over Time (Cont.) 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Historical Census Form, 2010

https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/questionnaires/2010_overview.html
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