2020 CENSUS
TEACHER'S

The Census .“
Questionnaire: oo
Then and Now

Topic(s): Learning Objectives:
Census questions, Students will be able to:
education, employment .

Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent

understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.
Grade Level:

9-12 * (Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources,
attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.

Approx. Time Required: » Understand the role of the decennial census and its impact on the nation.

45 minutes

Introduction

The 2020 Census Statistics in Schools (SIS) program is designed to educate students about the decennial
census and to teach them educational concepts and skills, such as data literacy, through use of census
data in the classroom. Responding to the census helps your community get its fair share of funding.
Census data guides how more than $675 billion in federal funding is distributed to states and communities
each year. These funds support vital community programs that help children, such as schools, hospitals,
housing, and food assistance. By educating students about the 2020 Census, you can help encourage a
complete count.

The 2020 Census SIS program can be used with educational standards across the United States. You
can use the topics and learning objectives above to determine which subject and unit plan or theme this
activity will best fit into.

About the 2020 Census

In addition to the information that is built into instructions for this activity, the following points provide an
easy, grade-appropriate way to explain the decennial census to your students.

* The decennial census is a count of every person living in the United States that occurs every 10 years.

|t is important that every person be counted so that the government can properly distribute $675 billion
to communities.

* The population of every state as counted in the census also determines how many representatives each state is
given in the U.S. House of Representatives.

* You can do your part by making sure an adult in your home counts you—and every person living in your home—
in the 2020 Census.
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Materials Required

« Printed student worksheets

= ATV, projector, or interactive whiteboard to play the video Shape Your Future (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=LXJz7ZfzAuM)

« Computers or tablets with internet access for each student
- This activity can also be done in small groups, with one computer or tablet per group, or, if
student technology is not available, it can be done as a teacher-led activity.

- If computers are not available, consider printing out the census forms from 1900 and 2010
ahead of time.

Worksheet Description

Students will compare the census questionnaires used in 1900 and 2010 and answer questions about how
and why the questions have changed from one century to the next.

Before the Activity—5 Minutes

1. Ask students what they know about the decennial census and the Census Bureau. Show the video
Shape Your Future (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXJz7ZfzAuM). Then ask why the census is
conducted and how census information impacts our community.

If you or your students want to know more about how the questions on the census are decided,
more information is included below:

From 1790 through 1920, the congressional legislation authorizing each census specified the
questions asked by enumerators. From 1930 through 1950, the congressional legislation only
specified the general subject areas, leaving the content of the specific questions to the Director
of the Census Bureau. Title 13 of the U.S. Code, enacted in 1954, now guides the process of
determining the subjects and questions in the census.

2. Lead a discussion for students about the decennial census and Census Bureau, ensuring that
students understand the following points:

+ The decennial census is a count of every man, woman, and child in the United States, based on
where they live.

+ This population and demographic information affects the spending of $675 billion on federal
programs that provide things such as roads, schools, and health care.

« Population movements also affect how many seats each state has in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

+ Getting an accurate count of all people in the country is a huge, yet highly important task.
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Hand out student worksheets and printed census forms if you choose not to use technology for
this activity.

During the Activity—30 Minutes

1. Direct students to the historical census forms (https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_
decades/questionnaires/2010_overview.html) online or the printed copies you passed out. Guide
students to complete the 1900 and 2010 census forms with their own information, and record their
answers in the table provided in Question #1. Then have students record their answer to Question
#2 on their student worksheet. All questions on the historical census forms are provided at the end
of this teacher’s guide for easy reference. If students have trouble reading the historical documents,
teachers can use these questions to help guide students.

Question #2: What differences did you notice in the forms you filled out? Why do you think
those differences exist?

Answers will vary, but students may notice that the 1900 Census did not list options for race, and
people simply wrote in their answer. They may also say that the questionnaire asked about place
of birth and parents’ place of birth, as well as education (asking specifically about being able to
read and write and the months the person attended school).

2. Ask what the students noticed about the differences between the 1900 and 2010 censuses.

« Why do you think the census asks the questions it does?
+ Are there questions that seem unnecessary?

+ Are there questions that should be added?

3. Next, tell the class that they will look at the changes in the census over time, starting with questions
about education. Have students complete the first column in the chart in Question #3 of their
worksheet with their findings. Students will look at the years 1900 and 2010.

4. Now divide students into groups of four. Tell each group to look at the 2010 Census questions and
choose a question topic to explore (e.g., race). The groups should then look at the census form from
1900 and record, in the second column of the Question #3 table, what questions have been asked
about the topic in 1900 and 2010. Students should consider:

« How have the questions changed over time?
* When did they change?
« Why do you think they changed when they changed?
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Note: Depending on the time period you are studying, you could change the topics you focus on.

Topic: Education Topic:

Year
What questions were asked? What questions were asked?

Can the person read?
1900 Can the person write?
Can the person speak English?

The 2010 Census did not ask any education-

il related questions.

Note: Students will notice that the 2010 Census did not ask any education-related questions. You
can explain to your students that starting in 2010, the Census Bureau only distributed the “short
form" for the decennial census, and started using the American Community Survey in 2005 to
gather data on additional questions, on topics such as education. The American Community Survey
is given to a sample of the U.S. population instead of every person. Images of the education-related
questions on the 2019 American Community Survey are included below.

@ a. At any time IN THE LAST 3 MONTHS, has I
murmwmmdwodhgn?ﬁ 9
e only nursery or preschool, kindergarten,
elementary snﬁooﬁame school, and schooling
mﬂh leads to a high school diplona or a callege

Mo, has not attended in the last 3
months < SKIP to question 11

Yes, public school, public college q

Yes, private school, private college,
home school

b. What grade or level was this person attending?
Mark [X) ONE box. -

Nursery school, preschool

Kindergarten
Grade 1 through 12 -
da 1 hroug Specify

. fovk /

Cnllegf undergraduate years {freshman to
seniar)
Graduate or professional school b ﬂo
bachelor's degree (for example: PhD
program, or medical or law school)
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@Iﬂu’tl:tﬂuhinhnt ree or level of school

this person has COM T Mark (X) ONE box.
If currently enrolled, mark the previous grade or
highest degree received.

NO SCHOOLING COMPLETED
No schooling completed

NURSERY OR PRESCHOOL THROUGH GRADE 12
Nursery school

Grade 1 H'lrnugh 11 - Specify

grade 1 —.1/

12th grade - NO DIPLOMA
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE
Regular high school diploma

GED or alternative credential
COLLEGE OR SOME COLLEGE

Sume Flaga credit, but less than 1 year. of -

college
1 or more years of college craﬂﬁ. no degree

Associate's degree (for example: AA, AS)

Bachelor’s degree (for example: BA, BS) (
AFTER BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Master's degree (for example: MA, MS, MEng,

MBS M r example: MA, ng

Professional degree nd a bachelor's degree

{for exampie: . DVM, LLB, JD)

Dammdagma {for example: PhD, EdD)
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Amwvsr question 12 if this person has a
bachelor’s degree or higher. Otherwise,
SKIP to question 13.

uestion fuuun this person’s
LOR'S H.EE. Please print below the
this Neveibudl. (o axioonis heinieal
 person exam emil
engrneenng. e.l'ementary teacher education,

organizational psychology)
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5. Give students 10 minutes to complete Question #4 as a group.

Question #4: What changes did you notice in the question(s) for each topic? What events or
trends might have led to these changes?

Answers will vary, but students will notice that earlier censuses asked more specifically about the
type of profession instead of whether this person was employed or not.

After the Activity—10 Minutes

Keeping these trends in mind, lead a discussion on what questions might be important to ask in 2020 that
were not considered in 2010, and which questions students might ask if they were conducting a census.
Challenge students to think about things that have changed in everyday life in the past 10 years. Then
direct them to answer Question #5 with their final thoughts.

Home Extension
Teachers, please read the instructions for the students’ homework assignment out loud to the class:
Take your student worksheet home and share what you learned about the change in questions on the census over

time with an adult in your home. Ask them if they participated in the 2010 Census. If not, ask them if they are
aware of the 2020 Census coming up and if they have a plan for who will fill it out.
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Activity Item: Census Forms Over Time

— - ~ -— —

7—224

TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES

g ! SCHEDULE No. 1—POPULATION LS lcs

County. ? Enumeration District No. —
Township or other division of county. = s — Name of ]
Name of incorporated city, town, or village, within the above-named division, Ward of city, LV r OIEEA. i
E; ted by me on the. day of June, 1900, Enumerator
LOCATION NAME RELATION PERSONAL DESCRIPTION NATIVITY OITIZENSHIP | OCCUPATION, TRADE, OR EDUCATION OFNSEP OF BOUE
e of oach ‘!EHEE{.‘:‘E e DaTE 0F %} % f g ! e BB Ty T R e Sy ; 3 o cach person 7 vEues of age 3 E
el el e el e PlElg, iF : e8], %
HEE A S R | | LR T O R R ! NEREIEE
HE I e (Rt B e Y e b o g e AR HHEHE
BILE [ 2 i|s i 2FE HEH g2 EfE[E|E|D
o 3 . 5|6 7 s|o|w0fu]n 13 1 15 16 [17 ] 18 10 20 2] 22| 23| 2 [25[20]27] 28
1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 5
6 6
7 7
8 8
9 9
10 10
1 1
12 12
13 13
14 14
15 15
16 16
17 17
18 18
19 19
20 20
21 21
22 22
23 23
24 24
25 25

B —.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Historical Census Form, 1900

https.//www.census.gov/history/www,/through_the_decades/questionnaires/1900_2.html|
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All questions asked on the 1900 Census are listed below.

Location
« Street
* House number
« Number of dwelling house, in the order of visitation
» Number of family, in the order of visitation

Name
» Name of each person whose place of abode on June 1, 1900, was in this family

Relation
« Relationship of each person to the head of the family

Personal Description
+ Color or race
« Sex
« Date of birth - month and year
« Age at last birthday
» Whether single, married, widowed, or divorced
« Number of years married
» Mother of how many children
« Number of these children living

Nativity
« Place of birth of each person and parents of each person enumerated. If born in the United States,
give the state or territory; if of foreign birth, give the country only.
+ Place of birth of this person
= Place of birth of father of this person
+ Place of birth of mother of this person

Citizenship
« Year of immigration to the United States
» Number of years in the United States
 Naturalization

Occupation, Trade, or Profession (of each person 10 years of age and over)
« Occupation
* Months not employed
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Education
= Attended school (in months)
= Canread
= Can write
= Can speak English

Ownership of Home
« Owned or rented
= Owned free or mortgaged
= Farm or house
= Number of farm schedule
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Activity Item: Census Forms Over Time (Cont.)

| Duat 2 (925 2008) Fold fine =1 Fald line —
Um“'m“ This is the official form for all th le at this add
- - - - is is the official form for all the people at this address.
Use this section to complets information for the rest of the people you countsd in Question 1 on the cs .
front pege. We may cal for adiifional infomaton about fham. It is quick and easy, and your answers are protactad by law.
5. Please provide information for each person living here. Start with a
Person 7 Last Name First Name M Use a blue or blsck pen. mnmumnnmumnmmmmn mabile
the owner or renter lives somewhere else, start with ny adult
Start here img hre. T il be Peeon 1 -
Sex Age on April 1,2010  Date of Binth Related o Person 17 [ e St e e
The Census must count every person iving in the United
Mzl Monih  pay  Year Yes Last Name
e - States on April 1, 2010.
Before you answer Question 1, count the people living in
this house, apartment, or mobile home using our guidelines. First Nama L]
Person 8 e — e — o Gt i, ki i, o e o 6. What is Persan 1's sex? Mark (| ONE, box
most of the tim Male Female
e ] 7. What is Person 1's age and whai s Peinon 1's date of binh?
Sex Age on Apeil 1,2010  Dats of Birth Relited to Person 12 and ather places, so: Flease repart batias & age 0 ehar e il is e ifen 1 year oid
Mai onn  Day  vear Yea * Do ok couetanyons i swey et o colege o 1 the Ao ppa 1,200 (i) oy veararmem
Femal No -
s « Do ot count anyone in & nursing home, jail, prison,
detention faciity, etc., on April 1, 2010. A
Person 9 -+ NOTE: Please answer 80TH Question 8 sbout Hispanic origin and
Last Name First Name i « Leawe these peopls off your form, aven # they willretum o : : —
i hare aher thay leave colege, the nursing home, the o e e e e
‘militery, jeil, ete. Otherwise, thay may be counted twics. 8. Is Person i of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?
Sex Age on April 1, 2010 Date of Birth Relsted to Person 17 The Census must siso include people without 8 permanent g, nci o Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origh
£ Mzle Montn  Day vear Yes place to stay, so: ¥Es. Mexican, Maxcan Am., Chicano %
3 Femaie no « If someone who has no permansnt piace to stay is stying e P 3
£ hayem»pnn 2010, coue el pason. Otherwes, e o - b
1 Erveiim ey ‘Yee, anotner Hispanic, LANND, of Spanisn ongin — AN ange, & SEme, il
- Person 10 (a5 name Firs? Name il AgEien, ComE . Sompca NESSR, SskaTa SpRaT 05001 =
1. Mu-m”-uphmr' or staying in this Z
‘spartment, or mobile home on April |.mu= g
Sex Age on Apeil 1, 2010 . Dite of Birth Related fo Person 17 if your enclosed postage-paid envdapemmlﬂsmg please mail your completed form to: Number of peopie = 9. What is Person 1's race? Mark ¥/ ons or mom baxes :
5. Census Bureau g
Mek Gionih  Dey Year Yes 2. Were there any addi people staying hei Wnie :
Famaie o :‘2"‘,':";' Proceesing Center April 1, 2010 that you did not include in Qusstien 17 Biack, African Am., or Negm &
- sy ms";'"‘ﬂ Mark (% all that appiy. AMECan INIEN ©f ALEKS NEtNE — FIRIETE Of STes o TP te £
Porson 11 CIKIrEN, suCh 25 NawDOM DaDiES Of 105iar chlionen N
o o — - Aelatves, such as aOU ChIKISR, COLSING, OF NHaWs 5
If you need hely compléling this form, call 1-866-872-6868 between 8:00 am. and &:00 pm., Nonveiaiives, such s roceA@EISs G Ive-in biby siers (== P e T =
i~ Borramn e ) - 7 days & week, Ty ielephone call i free. Peopia Staying hare tampacily, Chinese Korean Guamanian or Chamora Z
onl April 1, Relsted to Person 17 tionai b
= Monh  Day Ve TDD — Téiéphons display devics for the hearing impairsd. Call 1-866-783-2010 betwsen No addiions! pecgle i 7 e samazn s
Mz Yes 800 am.and 9:00 p.m., 7 days a week. The ielephone call is free. 3. Is this house, apsriment, o mobile home — Ofher Aslan — Priif ace, for Oiher Paciic Istander — Pinf ®
Femae N Mark (x| ONE box. e rung, Lo 13 racs,faraxampls Ffan, Tmgan 8
ZNECESITA AYUDA? Si usted necesita ayuda para compistar este cuestionario, iame al CWNEST by yoU oF Samaone I s "ummma Pasisn| Cambodan and 5o on. i andsoon. 57 £
PR 1-866-028-2010 entre las B:00 &.m. y &:00 p.m., 7 dias & la semans. La lamada tefefonica T e T
Last Neme First Name M &s gratis by you or someone i this numerum tree and
== m"““‘“”‘“‘??“ = ‘Some ofer race — At race. 7
Rentad?
_ The U.5. Cansus Bursau estimaies thal, for the averags housshoid, this form wil take sbout 10 minutes o ol
= Ly e Lt T complia,Indisin s o g 5 nsincions anc aneuers. S commens, agaring s usden a DD.:”: "E"r;":"'"”’xew — &
Maiz Month  Day  Year Yes estimats or any oiher aspect of Faperwork Reduction Project 0807-0010-C, U.S. Cansus - d'm'“‘, un;ﬂm‘““dm“:m“r — L 10. Does Person 1 sometimes live or stey somewhers elss? =
Femaie Mo i ARG e o S Washington, DC 20233, You may e-mail comments o No ] Yes — Merk ) al st apply.
<Paperworki census.govs; use P Froject 0607-0919-C" as the sub,m Anea Cods + Number 5
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY Respondents are not required to respond fo any nformation colection nless i displays & valid approvel :: :;‘:;;‘;“"9 :";':;‘::"‘ 3
i T mber from the Offica of M i and Budgst. r
Thank you for completing your official = g, — nuarher from the Offics of Management and Bucgel OME No. 0BOT-C818-C: Approval Exgirsa 127312011 At & sessona in & nursing home £
2010 Census form. T Wi E
remD-81pm B | tmor people were counted in Question 1, coninue with Person 2. 2
”|||||‘||||‘||||| USCENSUSBUREAU -
11101 2
Fold line —1 Fold line — |
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Historical Census Form, 2010

https.//www.census.gov/history/www,/through_the_decades/questionnaires/2010_overview.html
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All questions asked on the 2010 Census are listed below.

« How many people were living or staying in this house, apartment, or mobile home on April 1, 20107
» Were there any additional people staying here April 1, 2010 that you did not include in Question 1?
— Children, such as newborn babies or foster children
- Relatives, such as adult children, cousins, or in-laws
- Nonrelatives, such as roommates or live-in baby sitters
- People staying here temporarily
- No additional people

= |Is this house, apartment, or mobile home -
-~ Owned by you or someone in this household with a mortgage or loan? Include home equity
loans.
- Owned by you or someone in this household free and clear (without a mortgage or loan)?
- Rented?
- Occupied without payment of rent?

« What is your telephone number? We may call if we don't understand an answer.
 Please provide information for each person living here. Start with a person living here who owns or
rents this house, apartment, or mobile home. If the owner or renter lives somewhere else, start with
any adult living here. This will be Person 1. What is Person 1's name? Print name below.
- Last name
- First name
- Middle initial
= What is Person 1's sex?
- Male
- Female

* What is Person 1's age and what is Person 1's date of birth?
« Is Person 1 Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?

- No, not of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin

- Yes, Mexican, Mexican Am., Chicano

- Yes, Puerto Rican

- Yes, Cuban

- Yes, another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin

« What is Person 1's race?
- White
- Black, African Am., or Negro
- American Indian or Alaska Native
— Asian Indian

Sha pe CUmted States®

':-:.;: STATISTICS our future | LENSUS
IN SCHOOLS census.gov/schools Yarrveres | 2020

D-WS-TE-EN-227


http://census.gov/schools
http://census.gov/schools

— Chinese

- Filipino

- Japanese

- Korean

- Vietnamese

- Other Asian

- Native Hawaiian

- Guamanian or Chamorro
- Samoan

- Other Pacific Islander

» Does Person 1 sometimes live or stay somewhere else?
- No
- Yes - Mark all that apply.

- In college housing

- In the military

- At a seasonal or second residence
— For child custody

— Injail or prison

- In a nursing home

- For another reason
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