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As parents and caregivers, we’re all doing our best to juggle responsibilities
like running a household, working, caring for and teaching our children, and
taking care of other loved ones. Each of us is working hard to ensure that
the children we care for get the academic support they need.

The U.S. Census Bureau’s Statistics in Schools (SIS) program can help.

Statistics in Schools — For Use at Home
Statistics in Schools offers more than 200 free learning activities and resources for children
in pre-K through 12th grade, using data provided by the Census Bureau. Although originally
created for teachers to use in classrooms, these resources are easily adapted for use at home
to keep kids entertained and learning. Here’s why:

All the resources are free.

All resources are easy to access and download.

Teachers created the resources to ensure that each one is educational
and age-appropriate.

You don’t need teaching experience to use them.

Easy-to-follow instructions are provided for every activity along with
ways to adapt the resources for at-home use.

Many activities are interesting for both children and adults.
(You’'ll learn something new too!)

Engaging videos are available for all ages.

The activities provide opportunities for you and your children to learn
together and for children to work independently.

Interactive data tools enable children to explore on their own.

Preschool activities are available in both English and Spanish.

Learning Benefits

You can use these SIS activities and resources with the children in your home to:

* Help them learn how to find, understand, and use data.
* Deepen their knowledge of math, English, geography, history, and other subjects.

* Explain the 2020 Census and the importance of counting everyone.
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THE 2020 CENSUS

Another important thing you can do for and with the children in your home is
respond to the 2020 Census—the count of everyone living in the United States.
Make sure to count everyone living with you, including children. Results of

the census will help shape resources for children and their communities over
the next decade. That includes support for schools, health insurance, hospitals,
child care, food assistance, and early childhood development programs. Share
this toolkit with your friends and family so others can benefit from these
resources and learn the importance of participating in the 2020 Census.

If you haven’t responded to the 2020 Census yet, you can respond online at
2020census.gov. You can also respond by phone, or you can complete and
return the census form once you receive it in the mail. Remind your

friends and family to respond too.

How To Use SIS Activities and Resources

This toolkit describes two types of materials: Quick and Easy Resources and Activities.
The entry for each resource and activity includes tips to help you easily adapt it for
use at home.

* Quick and easy resources include videos, maps, and other fun materials that can be
used alone or to enhance the activities.

* Activities are lessons that you can teach your children. Each activity includes a teacher
version or teaching guide and a student worksheet. The teaching guide provides all the
information you need to do the lesson, including a list of materials and an estimate of
how long the lesson will take.

Find more resources at census.gov/schools.

Best Practices To Support At-Home Learning

Whether you’re a seasoned pro or brand new to teaching children at home, the following
strategies can help set up you and the children in your home for success. These tips are
provided by educators and parents who home-school their children. The information

can be helpful for you to consider prior to getting started with SIS resources.
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@ Find a Good Learning Spot

Just as you may have a specific area of the
home in which you work, it’s important to
create a similar space for your child. Find
a quiet, comfortable, and dedicated space
that is strictly for learning. If possible, this
space should be different from where your
child normally plays and should be free of
distractions like television. If a dedicated
space is not possible, consider ways to
help children focus like clearing away toys
and turning off the television to prevent
distractions.

@ Make a Schedule

Most kids thrive on routine. A schedule helps
children know what to expect. Talking with
the child in your home about the schedule
each day can be especially helpful for little
ones who love to check things off as they
go. The great thing about SIS resources is
that they can support a variety of subjects
and be incorporated into the schedule you
have already established. For example,

if you already have reading time in your
schedule, you can use our resource that has
students reading questions from old census
guestionnaires. Or watch our “Everyone
Counts” singalong video during math time
and practice counting the number of people
in each home.

Prepare Your Materials
in Advance

Getting kids to stay focused can be
challenging. To maximize the time you spend
with your child, have all the materials for

Find More!

each activity ready to go before you start.
Read through the teaching guide to see what
websites you may need to visit and have
them open in your browser. In most cases,
you can have a child read the activity on the
screen and write down answers, but feel free
to print the worksheet if preferred. Gather
any other materials that are listed in the
teaching guide. The great thing is that all the
materials are common items that most of us
have at home.

@ Be Part of the Fun

Model what it looks like to get excited about
learning new things. For younger learners,
get ready to exclaim, “I never knew that!” or
“What a cool fact about our country!” Your
excitement for learning will boost children’s
enthusiasm for learning and for using SIS
resources.

@ Connect With Others

Be creative about connecting with other
parents and caregivers and helping your
child connect with other children. For
example, host a video chat with a group of
parents who are also using SIS resources
and talk through how you have used them
at home and what has worked for you. Set
up a video call for a group of children who
are doing the same activities to talk through
their answers on the student worksheet.
Have your child use the phone, email, or
video chat to do the Home Extension
assignment at the end of each activity with
extended family members.

The following activities are adapted for at-home use, but feel free to explore more great home
and distance learning activities on the SIS website.
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Quick and Easy Resources

Getting an Accurate Count

* URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/
2020-videos/getting-an-accurate-count.html

Approximate Time Required: 15 minutes

Description: This fun, animated video helps young children in your home build on
simple concepts like counting and school attendance and learn about the 2020 Census
and its importance.

At-Home Adaptation:

* Have your child watch the video with you. Afterward, ask them to tell you
why they think it is important to have an accurate count of everyone who
lives in the U.S.

Extension:

* Have your child draw a picture of each person who lives in your home.
They can add pets to the picture too. Then, have your child count the number
of people in your home who should be included in the 2020 Census and write
that number down.

* Tell your child a story about a time when it was important for you to count
correctly. For example, you might have needed to know how many people were
coming to a birthday party so you would know how many cupcakes to make.

%@ Getting An Accurate @ount - 2020 Census (Y lad
Watch later ~ Share

» Brought to you by Statistics in Schools
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SIS Elementary School Map: Understanding the U.S. Population

URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/
2020-maps/understanding-us-pop-elementary.html

Approximate Time Required: 20 minutes

Description: This map for elementary students shows data from all 50 states. To help
them better understand the U.S. population and see where their state fits in, the map

shows data on state populations, population density (the number of people per square

mile), and more.
At-Home Adaptation:
* Have your child look at the U.S. population map with you. Teach them how
to use a key by asking them what the different colors of the states tell you.
Extension:
* Have your child pretend to be a travel agent. Ask them, “How would

you encourage people to visit our state?” Have them use the map to find
interesting information about your state, and remind them to be persuasive.

* Have your child create a poster for your state using the U.S. Census Bureau’s
State Facts for Students. On the poster, have them highlight interesting facts
such as the state population, capital, flower, tree, and bird.

Understanding the @ &

U.S. Population *f’,,f

CANADA
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Dr. Seuss Coloring Pages
« URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/
pre-k/dr-seuss-coloring-pages.html

* Approximate Time Required: 10-20 minutes

» Description: Have your children explore the coloring pages created by our partners
at Seussville that help explain to them the importance of the 2020 Census.

 At-Home Adaptation:

* |If you can’t print the Dr. Seuss coloring pages, you can make your own
Dr. Seuss “Who house” picture by helping your child draw everyone who
lives in your home.

* Choose a few coloring pages that interest your child and complete the
activities together. Discuss with your child how every person is valued and
important. Explain that everyone deserves to be counted (no matter how
small) in the 2020 Census.

« Extension:

* Read some of the wonderful books by Dr. Seuss that help children learn to
count, such as “Ten Apples Up on Top!” and “Dr. Seuss’s 12 3.”

* After your child colors the | Make a Difference page, ask them to write a few
sentences about how they make a difference.

wseussvilecom Help Horton get to the

,&VZ’\ mailbox to mail his %\“ﬁ DBSeUSS'

census form!

fimiE  DrSeuss

Dots & Boxes
Take ravin

You can also complete the 2020 Census online!
Go to www.2020census.gov to learn more.

Now that you've couted your boxes, make sure o count
evergone iving in your home in the 2020 Census!

Go o www.2020census.gov 1o learn mare about the 2020 Census.
TM&© Dr. Seuss
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The Amazing Apportionment Machine Warm-Up Activity

* URL: www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/resources/apportionment-
machine-warm-up.pdf?

Approximate Time Required: 5-10 minutes

Description: The animated video and worksheet teach the children in your home that
apportionment is the process of dividing the seats in the House of Representatives
among the 50 states based on the population data collected during the decennial
census.

At-Home Adaptation:

* No at-home adaptation is needed. The child should watch the video and answer
the questions.

Extension:

* Take 5-10 minutes to have your child do an additional warm-up activity called
the Apportionment Map. Have your child pretend to be a news reporter and
create a video using a camera phone or computer as they report what they
learned from the map.

Ask your child to create a poster that shows how apportionment works.

Get creative and have children use materials such as old magazines to cut

out pictures and make a collage. Your child can then pretend to be a teacher
and teach siblings or an adult in the home how apportionment works and why
it is important.

Ask your child to find the name of the representative from your district
and a little bit of background information on that person.

Have your child identify the population of your state and the number of
congressional representatives it has.

Minute Challenge:

7 The Amazing Apportionment Machine

Warm-Up Activity
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Fun Facts

URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/resources/fun-facts.html
Approximate Time Required: 10-15 minutes per worksheet

Description: This series of informative worksheets teaches the children in your home
about a variety of holidays and special observances.

At-Home Adaptation:

* Download a Fun Facts page that interests your child. Then read it together and
share two to three interesting facts.

Extension:

* Host a weeklong celebration of holidays and special observances for the children
in your home by choosing a different fact sheet each day. Or have your child
choose just one holiday to celebrate on a single day. Help your child conduct
an internet search for information about how people around the world celebrate
that special day or season.

Use the teaching guide for each Fun Fact activity to get ideas for additional
activities for each highlighted holiday or special observance. Examples include
creating a mural that illustrates why your child loves the Earth and writing about
what your child imagines the first Thanksgiving looked like.
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National Pet Day Warm-Up Activity

« URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/resources/warm-up-activities/
national_pet_day.html

Approximate Time Required: 5-10 minutes

Description: This activity teaches children about careers in the veterinary and animal
care fields. Children learn about the number of veterinary and pet care establishments
and paid employees and answer questions about their potential job interests.

At-Home Adaptation:

* No at-home adaptation is needed.

Extension:

* Ask your child to choose their favorite book about an animal and then read it
with them.

* Have your child take a survey of friends by telephone or video chat, asking them
if they have a pet and what kind. You can ask older elementary students to make
a pictograph to show their survey results.

<\ Minute Challenge: national pet Day

‘Warm-Up Activity
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Activities

Featured Activity: Let’s Get the Count Right (Grades K-2)

« URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/
k-12/get-the-count-right.html

Approximate Time Required: 40 minutes

Description: Use this worksheet with your child to introduce them to the 2020 Census.
This activity helps your child learn basic concepts such as what the U.S. Census Bureau
does and how the census helps your community.

At-Home Adaptation:

* |Instead of splitting up the class into two groups of different sizes at the
beginning of the lesson, have the children in your home use stuffed animals, toys,
or cups to make two groups of different sizes. The activity will then demonstrate
why it is important to count accurately to allocate resources accordingly.

Extension:

* Ask the oldest member of your household to tell your child how old they were
the first time they were counted in a census and what year it was. Then ask them
what kind of home they lived in, who else lived with them, and how many people
would have been counted on their census form.

* Take a walk or drive through your community and point out resources that were
funded by the government based on census data, such as hospitals, schools,
parks, and libraries. Talk about why it is important for each community to have
enough of these resources to serve the number of people who live there.

2020 CENSUS
STUDENT .
ACTIVITY tame

[ J
P Yy G < Featured Activity:

Let's Get the Count Right
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Diversity: Languages at Home (Grades K-2)

3% STATISTICS Shape

URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/k-12/
languages-at-home.html

Approximate Time Required: 30 minutes

Description: This worksheet helps your child understand how communities are made
stronger by the diversity of their residents. It focuses on simple data points that show
the different languages spoken in homes across the country.

At-Home Adaptation:

* Instead of taking an in-class survey at the beginning of the lesson, have the child
call four or five neighbors, friends, or extended family members to complete the
survey. Record the answers together.

Extension:

* Help your child make a list of people you know who speak a language other than
English and write the language next to their name.

* Using a world map and the list of people and languages you created, show your
child at least one country where each of those languages is spoken.

2020 CENSUS
STUDENT
ACTIVITY

Diversity:
Languages at Home

1. Fillin the numbers for your class survey.

Family Fact Number of Students

1 have an older brother or sister.

1 have a younger brother or sister.

1 speak a language other than English at home.

1 was born in a different state.

1 have a pet at home.
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Creating and Taking a Survey (K-2)

* URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/k-12/
creating-taking-survey.html

Approximate Time Required: 35 minutes

Description: The activity will help your child learn how surveys work, why they are
useful, and how to create and conduct their own. The activity will show them how the
decennial census is like a survey of all people in the country.

At-Home Adaptation:

* Instead of surveying the class, have your child survey members of your
household. Then help your child call other family members and friends
to ask them the survey questions.

Extension:

* Have your child explore the State Facts for Students interactive map.
Review the information for your state and have your child find one or two
interesting facts.

* Take it one step further and have your child review the information for another
state and find one or two interesting facts. Your child could pick a state where
family members or friends live or a state they want to visit.

2020 CENSUS
STUDENT
ACTIVITY

Creating and
Taking a Survey

1. Follow your teacher's instructions to collect data about the students in your class.

Question 5 or younger 6or7

How old are you?
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Featured Activity: Population Change Over Time (Grades 3-4)

ea% STATISTICS

* URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/
k-12/population-change-over-time.html

Approximate Time Required: 35 minutes

Description: This activity helps your child understand what the U.S. Census Bureau
does and how the decennial census benefits their family and community.

At-Home Adaptation:

* |nstead of splitting up the class into two groups, help your child use toys,
game pieces, or other items to make two groups.

Extension:

* Help your child think about how old they will be for the next census in 2030.
Then have them draw a picture of what they think their future self will look
like and what they think they will be doing (for example, studying in college,
working, or living in a new place).

* Have your child create a bar graph to show their survey data and then share
their results with others in the home.

2020 CENSUS
STUDENT
ACTIVITY e

Featured Activity:

Population Change

Over Time

1. Record the data for your state and another state, using Activity Item 2: State Population Data Table.

Data Category In1890... 1n1950... n2010...

My state's population

(state's) population

2. Graph your census datal
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Diversity: Differences in Communities (Grades 3-4)

* URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/k-12/
differences-in-communities.html

Approximate Time Required: 30 minutes

Description: Your child will learn what it means to have a diverse country. First, they

will explore the idea of diversity. Then your child will look at diversity in your state and

in South Dakota, Texas, and New Jersey. If you live in one of these three states, have your
child pick a fourth state to look at.

At-Home Adaptation:

* |nstead of working with a partner, your child can work independently or with a
sibling (with support from you as needed) to complete the table. They can share
their answers with others in the home.

Extension:

* Have your child ask an adult in your home in what ways they think your
community is diverse.

* Ask your child to draw a picture of your community that highlights its diversity.
This could be people of different ages, people outside various places of worship,
people of different races, or even the word “hello” in different languages.

2020 CENSUS
STUDENT
ACTIVITY

[ ]
D o Diversity: Differences
® .00 in Communities

1. Using Activity Item: Demographics Across the U.S., work with a partner to ill in the percentage of
people in each category in the table below.

i deg
e ‘Alaska Native than English at home. or higher

My State

South Dakota

Texas

New Jersey

2. Which of the states in your table has the highest percentage of
American Indians and Alaska Natives?
People who speak a language other than English at home?

People who have a bachelor's degree or higher?
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Apportionment (Grades 3-4)

« URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/k-12/
apportionment-grade-3-4.html

Approximate Time Required: 40 minutes

Description: Your child will learn how changes in population across states affect how
your community is represented in the U.S. House of Representatives and why an
accurate count of the population every 10 years is important. After looking at the results
of the 2000 Census and the 2010 Census, your child will predict the results of the 2020
Census in your state.

At-Home Adaptation:

* Instead of dividing into three groups and voting on an issue, talk through the
scenario with your child and draw groups of unequal size for the child to see on
a piece of paper. Follow steps 2-6 in the teacher version to show the importance
of apportionment.

Extension:

* For this activity, have everyone living in your home decide something as a group
—for example, what to eat for dinner or where to go on your next group outing.
For the first round of voting, tell your child that the adults represent everyone
in the household. They will listen to the opinions of every person in the home,
but only the adults will vote. For the second round, tell your child that each
person is a representative and everyone gets to vote. Then move to the next
part of the activity.

Have the child record a short video explaining the definition of apportionment
and answering questions 2 and 3 about changes in your state’s population and
number of representatives.

L)
ACTIVITY B —
( .
®e - Apportionment
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Featured Activity: City Planning With Census Data (Grades 5-6)

* URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/k-12/
city-planning-census-data.html

Approximate Time Required: 45 minutes

Description: Your child will act as a city planner. They will be given a budget in the
form of tokens and must decide how to spend their tokens on resources and services
for their city.

At-Home Adaptation:

* Instead of working in a small group, your child can work independently or with
an adult or another child in your home to complete this activity.

Extension:

* Play the role of a city planner with your child. After looking at the four state
capitals listed, each of you should pick a different city to plan. Draw your city
on a piece of paper or build it with Legos. At the end of the activity, you and
your child can compare your cities.

* Have your child record a short video showing their city and explaining why they
made certain choices, such as how many hospitals to build. Then ask your child
to explain in the video why the 2020 Census is important to key resources in
their community.

2020 CENSUS
STUDENT
ACTIVITY

Featured Activity:
City Planning With
Census Data

1. The table below includes the population data for four state capitals in the United States. In the third
column, divide the total population of each capital city by 1,000. Then follow your teacher's instructions
mn.

Note that the data we will be using will represent “per one th

Table 1—Population

198218

694,583

2
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Diversity: Languages Spoken in the United States (Grades 5-6)

* URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/k-12/
languages-spoken-united-states.html

Approximate Time Required: 45 minutes

Description: Your child will learn how communities are made strong by having a broad
diversity of residents. The worksheet shows simple data points on the number of people
across the country who speak only English at home and the number who speak a
language other than English at home.

At-Home Adaptation:

* No at-home adaptation is needed. Children can work through the worksheet
with parent or caregiver guidance.

Extension:

* Ask your child to make a list of people they know or favorite celebrities or sports
players who speak a language other than English and to write the language next
to the person’s name. Then have your child add their own name to the list along
with the language they speak.

* Ask your child to show you on a world map at least one country where each of
the languages on their list is spoken.

2020 CENSUS
STUDENT
ACTIVITY

Diversity: Languages
Spoken in the
United States

1. Summarize the class discussion about what diversity mean:

2. Calculate the percentage of the population that speaks only English and a language other than English
at home for the United States in 2010 and 2017.

Speak only English | SPeak alanguage jsp | Speakalanguage
g

Area and year

at home (% of
of people) population)

Us., 2010 289215746 29673150 5950259

us. 207 305924019 2933173 66592.306

Classrooms Powered by Census Data
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Constitution Day (Grades 5-6)

* URL: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/k-12/
constitution-day.html

Approximate Time Required: 35 minutes

Description: Your child will learn the significance of the U.S. Constitution and
Constitution Day, focusing on how the census is called for in the Constitution and
why it is conducted every 10 years.

At-Home Adaptation:

* Instead of splitting up into groups of four, children can work independently or
with an adult or another child in your home to come up with a clever idea for
an advertisement (audio, video, print, or web) to promote census completion
in their community.

Extension:

* Pick one program from the list provided in this activity and tell your child why
you think the program is particularly important to your community. Then ask
your child to look at the list of programs that are informed by the census and
to pick three that they think are especially important for your community and
explain why.

* Have your child do the Constitution Day Fun Facts activity. Have them discuss
the two questions found in the teaching guide: Why do you think the founders
of the Constitution included a census every 10 years? What do you think could
happen in a community where everyone isn’t properly counted?

2020 CENSUS
STUDENT
ACTIVITY

Read the text below with your class.

1. Choose three items on the list in Activity Item: Uses of Census Bureau Data
data might affect the funding for those programs.

Question #1, why is it important that w
tunding for these different program:

Sha pe cUnited States®
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Next Steps

The fun isn’t over yet! Check out the new Home and Distance Learning Activities
page for more resources:

census.gov/content/census/en/programs-surveys/sis/activities/distance-
learning.html

Then do your part by spreading the word about the importance of the
2020 Census by:

« Telling your fellow parents and caregivers about this great toolkit and the
resources SIS has to offer.

* Checking out the Response Rate Map periodically to see how your state is
doing in responding to the 2020 Census.

* Encouraging your family, friends, and other community members to complete
the 2020 Census if they haven’t already by sending them to 2020census.gov.

* Reaching out to your child’s teachers and administrators to tell them all about
the SIS program.
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