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• Introduction to the survey 

• How is the survey designed? 

• How are the statistics produced? 

• How are the data estimated? 

• What are adjusted estimates? 

• What statistics are released? 

• How do economic conditions reflect in the data? 

• Where can the results be accessed? 

• Who are the major data users? 

• How is it reported on? 

• When are the results revised? 

Questions to be Discussed 
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• Otherwise known as MARTS 

• Conducted by the U.S. 

Census Bureau 

• Economic Indicator 

• Produce early national 

nominal estimates for retail 

and food service 

establishments 

 

 

 

Introduction to the Survey 
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How is the Survey Designed? 
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Advanced Monthly Sales for 

Retail & Food Services 

(MARTS) 

Monthly Sales for Retail 

& Food Services 

(MRTS) 

Annual Sales for 

Retail & Food 

Services 

(ARTS) 



• Mail / Fax initial questionnaires 

• Companies respond via mail, fax, 

phone, internet 

• Fax reminders for delinquent 

respondents for monthly surveys 

• Telephone follow-up for delinquent 

respondents and edit failures 

 

 

 

 

 

How are the Statistics Produced? 
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How are the Statistics Produced? 
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How are the Statistics Produced? 
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How are the Data Estimated? 

9 

Generate Ratio 
of Current to 

Previous 
Month Sales 

X 
MRTS Total 

Sales 
Estimate for 
Prior Month 
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Total Sales 
Estimate 



• To produce series whose movements 

are easier to analyze 

• Seasonality 

• Trading-day differences 

• Moving holidays 

• Data is not adjusted 

 Price changes 

 Nonrespondents 

 

 

What are Adjusted Estimates? 
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• Advance monthly sales for 

retail and food services for 

the reporting month and 

preliminary sales data for the 

previous month 

• Seasonally adjusted and  

not adjusted 

• Available in electronic and 

print media 

What Statistics are Released? 

11 



12 

How do Economic Conditions Reflect in the Data? 



Motor Vehicles and Parts Dealers (NAICS 441) 
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Gasoline Stations (NAICS 447) 
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Nonstore Retailers (NAICS 454) 
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www.census.gov/retail 

Where Can the Results be Accessed? 
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Where Can the Results be Accessed? 
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• The Bureau of Economic Analysis 

• The Federal Reserve Board  

• The Council of Economic Advisors 

• Financial Markets 

• Large Retail and Wholesale firms 

• Market Research firms 

• Academia, Consultants, Media 

 

 

Who are the Major Data Users? 
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How is it Reported On? 

19 

 

New York Times 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/14/business/economy/july-

retail-sales-rose-0-2-despite-a-drop-in-auto-sales.html?_r=0 

 

Los Angeles Times 

http://www.latimes.com/business/money/la-fi-mo-july-retail-

sales-20130813,0,7434397.story 



• One month after the advance release  

• Benchmarked once a year 

• Incorporate Results  

of the Economic Census 

• Introduction of a new sample 

 

When are the Results Revised? 
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• Service Sector Statistics Division: (800-327-4389) 

 Option 1 – MARTS/MRTS/EC 

 Option 2 – ARTS/Accommodations  

 Option 3 – Monthly/Annual Wholesale  

 Option 4 – Commodity Flow 

 Option 5– Service Annual Survey 

• Fax: 301-763-8385 (secure) 

• Email: retail.trade@census.gov 

• Web site: www.census.gov/retail 

For More Information 
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America’s Economy:  Mobile App 
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Upcoming Webinars 

New Residential Construction 

and Sales (NRC & NRS)  

The New Residential Construction 

series provides monthly estimates of 

the numbers of new privately owned 

housing units authorized by permits, 

started and completed, as well as 

the inventories of units authorized 

but not yet started and units under 

construction. The New Residential 

Sales series provides monthly 

estimates of the numbers of new 

houses sold and for sale, as well as 

the median and average prices of 

new houses sold. 

September 25, 2013 @ 1:00 PM EDT 



Questions & Answers Session 


