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Very important to our mission to produce measures of current economic 

activity between economic census years.
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The Standard Economic Processing System (StEPS) is a generalized 

system being developed in the Economic Directorate to process over 100 

current economic surveys. It is written entirely in SAS® and operates in a 

UNIX environment. StEPS is designed to handle different surveys with 

different needs by using generalized programs and data structures.

http://cww.census.gov/econ/esmpd/steps
http://cww.census.gov/econ/esmpd/steps
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Expanded the number of surveys in StEPS over the past 10 years.  It was easy to 

migrate the first 50 surveys – tackled the most straight forward first.  But then 

we began working on the monthly and quarterly indicator surveys which proved 

more challenging.  Through each migration, we expanded the requirements for 

the system. 3 annual surveys first used StEPS for 1997 reference year
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Directorate groups – established process for managing StEPS system.  Evolve 

over the years.  At point now, where we are fairly high customer satisfaction.
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One of software products – the user interface screen - being phase out by SAS.

Risky to make changes.
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