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-RTI International has conducted National Survey on Drug Use and 

Health study since 1988. It was previously

- called National Household Survey on Drug Abuse (NHSDA).

-The study is sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration (SAMHSA). 

-NSDUH is the primary source of information on the use of illicit drugs, 

alcohol, and tobacco among  the non-institutionalized population age 12 

and older in the United States 

-Approximately 170,000 households are randomly selected and 

screened and approximately 67,500 interviews completed annually

-Interviews are conducted using Computer Assisted Interviewing written 

in Blaise program



4

I would like to acknowledge that this project is funded by SAMHSA, 

while the presentation is funded by Research Computing Division at 

RTI. 

Of course, the views expressed in this presentation do not reflect the 

policies of Department of Health and Human Services.
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- Throughout the NSDUH interview, respondents are asked to report 

whether they have used various substances in the past 30 days, the 

past 12 months and in their lifetime.  

- To assist with this reporting, reference date calendars have been used 

during the interview since 1994.  

- While the survey transitioned to a computerized instrument in 1999, 

the reference date calendar remained in a hard copy format.  

- The calendar is intended to assist respondents who are reporting 

whether they used tobacco, alcohol and drugs in the past 30 days or in 

the past 12 months.  

- The beginning dates of these reference periods are referred to as the 

30 day reference date and the 12 month reference date.
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- Currently, the interviewer sets up the calendar by writing both 

reference dates on the paper calendar.  

- Each of the last 30 days is underlined and the 12 month reference 

date is circled. 

- Respondents are instructed to refer to the calendar as questions in the 

ACASI section of the interview inquire about the past 30 days and the 

past 12 months. 

- The interviewer tells the respondent that she can look at the calendar 

to help her remember when different things happened.  Using the 

calendar involves turning away from the computer and reading a 

separate sheet of paper, which not all respondents actually do.
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-Providing the calendar assists the respondent with his recall efforts.  

-Research has shown that tools such as reference date calendars have 

increased the accuracy of reports of past behavior, such as drug use.  

-Therefore, it is important to maximize respondents’ use of the calendar.

-Providing an on-screen electronic calendar may help achieve this goal
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-We use Blaise alien router to call a Visual Basic DLL which in turn calls 

a VB program that generates a calendar based on current date and 

other data values

-We also use Blaise menu command for executing the same VB 

program whenever we want to.

-Visual Basic program uses a set of grid controls, one grid per month, 

and fills in the dates and highlights dates of importance.

-Therefore we could display different number of months depending on 

the question and other data.
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-Visual Basic has capabilities and controls that can be used to replicate 

paper calendar. It would be very difficult, if not possible, to do this in 

Blaise alone.

-Calendar application can be modified independently of instrument with 

a minimum of difficulty.

-Provides flexibility to specify which calendar is displayed for which 

questions by means of an input file.
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