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NSDUH Background

« National Survey on Drug Use and Health

Sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)

+ Primary source of information on the use of illicit
drugs, alcohol, and tobacco among the non-
institutionalized population age 12 and older in the
United States
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-RTI International has conducted National Survey on Drug Use and
Health study since 1988. It was previously

- called National Household Survey on Drug Abuse (NHSDA).

-The study is sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA).

-NSDUH is the primary source of information on the use of illicit drugs,
alcohol, and tobacco among the non-institutionalized population age 12
and older in the United States

-Approximately 170,000 households are randomly selected and
screened and approximately 67,500 interviews completed annually

-Interviews are conducted using Computer Assisted Interviewing written
in Blaise program



NSDUH Acknowledgement

+ Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration, Office of Applied Studies, under
Contract no. 283-2004-00022 and Project no.
0209009

« RTI International’'s Research Computing Division

« The views expressed in this presentation do not
necessarily reflect the official policies of the
Department of Health and Human Services; nor does
mention of trade names, commercial practices, or
organizations imply endorsement by the U.S.

Government.
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Background of NSDUH Calendar

« The NSDUH interview has used reference date
calendars since 1994

« The paper calendar was retained after the survey
was computerized in 1999

« The calendar assists respondents in reporting 30-day
and 12-month use of tobacco, alcohol and drugs

- These dates are referred to as the 30-day reference
date and the 12-month reference date
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- Throughout the NSDUH interview, respondents are asked to report
whether they have used various substances in the past 30 days, the
past 12 months and in their lifetime.

- To assist with this reporting, reference date calendars have been used
during the interview since 1994.

- While the survey transitioned to a computerized instrument in 1999,
the reference date calendar remained in a hard copy format.

- The calendar is intended to assist respondents who are reporting
whether they used tobacco, alcohol and drugs in the past 30 days or in
the past 12 months.

- The beginning dates of these reference periods are referred to as the
30 day reference date and the 12 month reference date.



Use of the Reference Date Calendar

+ write both the 30-day and 12-month reference dates
on the paper calendar

« The last 30 days are underlined and the 12-month
reference date is circled

However, not all respondents turn their attention
away from the computer to consult the paper
calendar
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- Currently, the interviewer sets up the calendar by writing both
reference dates on the paper calendar.

- Each of the last 30 days is underlined and the 12 month reference
date is circled.

- Respondents are instructed to refer to the calendar as questions in the
ACASI section of the interview inquire about the past 30 days and the
past 12 months.

- The interviewer tells the respondent that she can look at the calendar
to help her remember when different things happened. Using the
calendar involves turning away from the computer and reading a
separate sheet of paper, which not all respondents actually do.



Example of Completed Paper Calendar
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Purpose of the Reference Date Calendar

Providing the visual representation of the calendar
along with the specific dates of interest allows for the
respondent to anchor his recall

« Anchoring prevents telescoping in the retrospective
reports of autobiographical behavior and leads to
more accurate reports (Belli et al 2001)
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-Providing the calendar assists the respondent with his recall efforts.

-Research has shown that tools such as reference date calendars have
increased the accuracy of reports of past behavior, such as drug use.

-Therefore, it is important to maximize respondents’ use of the calendar.

-Providing an on-screen electronic calendar may help achieve this goal



Development of Electronic Calendar

Blaise alien router calls a Visual Basic DLL

Blaise menu command for executing the same VB
program

« Visual Basic program uses a set of grid controls, one
grid per month

Possible to display a variable number of months
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-We use Blaise alien router to call a Visual Basic DLL which in turn calls
a VB program that generates a calendar based on current date and
other data values

-We also use Blaise menu command for executing the same VB
program whenever we want to.

-Visual Basic program uses a set of grid controls, one grid per month,
and fills in the dates and highlights dates of importance.

-Therefore we could display different number of months depending on
the question and other data.



Reasons for Using this Approach

Broad assortment of capabilities and controls can be
utilized to perform tasks that would be difficult, if not
impossible, to do in Blaise alone

« Calendar application can be modified independently
of instrument with a minimum of difficulty

Provides flexibility
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-Visual Basic has capabilities and controls that can be used to replicate
paper calendar. It would be very difficult, if not possible, to do this in
Blaise alone.

-Calendar application can be modified independently of instrument with
a minimum of difficulty.

-Provides flexibility to specify which calendar is displayed for which
guestions by means of an input file.



fe—NO.

+  Go to next question on the route

Dees question belong to Blaise
block that uses ShowCalendar
alien router?

YES

Invoke ShowCalendar dll
Read text file to determine if calendar
should be displayed for this question and
the type of calendar

hould calendar be shown

YES

Call Calendar.exe to display the
appropriate calendar for the question by
generating set of grids for the months and
denoting significant dates

L

When moving from current question, close
calendar if displayed and proceed to the
next question

At any time within Blaise instrument
if “Show 12 Month Calendar” menu
command is selected, then
showcalendar.dll is invoked which
will call calendar.exe to display the
appropriate calendar
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Demonstration
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Possible Future Enhancements

« Add event handling routines for when a date is
clicked on, such as confirmation of date of a
significant event

« Read and write calendar data either to Blaise data file
or other type of database

« Use calendar as an input tool for responding to
questions
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