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The cognition module contains 4 timed tasks related to memory and 

concentration. These should be performed in a quiet area where there is little 

chance of disturbance.  

The first task is a memory test that requires the respondent to learn a list of 15 

common words and recall them immediately within 90 seconds.  

The second task tests verbal fluency requiring the respondent to name as 

many animals as they can in 60 seconds.  

The third task, the Mental Alternation Test, is broken into 3 sub-tasks.  First, 

the respondent is asked to count from 1 to 20, then they are asked to recite 

the letters of the alphabet, and finally they are required to alternate numbers 

and letters, for example, 1, A, 2, B, 3, C, etc., each within 30 seconds.

In the fourth task, the respondent has 60 seconds to recall as many of the 15 

words as they can from task 1.
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The final response rate for CAPI Monitoring was Quebec - 76.6% and 

Edmonton - 62.8%. The final response rate for our regular sample 

was Quebec - 76.2% and Edmonton - 73.7%. There are a number of factors 

that may have contributed to the difference, ie. collection started late for the 

monitoring sample and some of the monitoring sample was in established low 

response areas.
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