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Background--BCLUB CARI Working Group

 Blaise users implementing CARI variously

 As data, paradata, alien procedures, extending 

audit trail dll …

 June 2008: Blaise Team asked BCLUB if CARI should be 

added to the core product. 

 BCLUB agreed CARI’s important and should be in Blaise

 Working group created to discuss approach, technical 

requirements and testing
 Battelle, Bureau of Census, Michigan, NatCen, NORC, RTI, 

StatCan, SN, Stats NZ, Westat and others participated..

 Online working group responsive, effective, 

enthusiastic
8/17/2014
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Blaise CARI Milestones

 December 2008: Finalized work plan

 March 2009: Members submitted current practices and 

requirements 

 May 2009

 SN proposed first draft

 Members reviewed and commented

 SN finalized CARI Specification 

 June 2009: SN released first CARI prototype 

 July – November 2009: Testing-feedback-fix cycle

 December 2009: Blaise 4.82 beta released 

including CARI
8/17/2014
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Blaise CARI

 Built into core system

 To run CARI in a survey

 Prepare data model 

 On a PC with microphone, run datamodel with CARI 

option checked

 Blaise starts instrument and captures audio at each 

field.

8/17/2014
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CARI Logging

 [20090709 12:10:34.031] Info: Used default settings.

 [20090709 12:10:34.609] Info: Directory D:\CARISurvey1\SoundRecordings created.

 [20090709 12:10:34.921] Info: Directory D:\CARISurvey1\ScreenShots created. 

 [20090709 12:10:34.921] Info: Form entered. Key: to determine further. 

 [20090709 12:10:34.968] Info: Recording to D:\CARISurvey1\SoundRecordings\$TMPKEY01Id.wma 

started by DEP. 

 [20090709 12:10:36.812] Info: Recording to D:\CARISurvey1\SoundRecordings\$TMPKEY01Id.wma 

stopped by DEP. 

 [20090709 12:10:36.859] Info: Image saved: D:\CARISurvey1\ScreenShots\$TMPKEY01Id.jpg. 

[20090709 12:10:36.906] Info: Recording to 

D:\CARISurvey1\SoundRecordings\$TMPKEY01Person.FirstName.wma started by DEP. 

 [20090709 12:10:39.046] Info: Recording to 

D:\CARISurvey1\SoundRecordings\$TMPKEY01Person.FirstName.wma stopped by DEP. 

 [20090709 12:10:39.078] Info: Image saved: 

D:\CARISurvey1\ScreenShots\$TMPKEY01Person.FirstName.jpg. 

 [20090709 12:10:39.093] Info: Recording to 

D:\CARISurvey1\SoundRecordings\$TMPKEY01Person.SurName.wma started by DEP. 

 [20090709 12:10:41.562] Info: Recording to 

D:\CARISurvey1\SoundRecordings\$TMPKEY01Person.SurName.wma stopped by DEP. 

 [20090709 12:10:41.593] Info: Image saved: 

D:\CARISurvey1\ScreenShots\$TMPKEY01Person.SurName.jpg. 8/17/2014
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Logging

 Log file 'CARIsurvey1.carilog' shows 

 Settings used

 Sub folders for sound recordings and screen shots. 

 Lines on WMA recordings for each field in data model

 Before the form is left recordings moved to the final 

destination. 

8/17/2014
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CARI Settings

 Stored in '.bci' file

 Audio recording  

 Type, granularity, size, chance, max # fields, 13 more

 Consent fields

 Any regular field can be a consent field with an 

associated “lent” value indicating consent to record 

has been given. 

 If lent field is not true, recording disabled.  

 Fields 

 Specific fields to record or not record--Timelimit, 

Chance, Snippet, Enabled
8/17/2014
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CARI Settings (2)

 Screen shots—image file of screens captured,

 Audio background sound—convey information to users or 

to ascertain the authenticity of the recordings

 Audio playback--name and path for the audio files in the 

audio playback settings section

 Log--file, name and path for the log file in the log settings 

section. 

 Special functions--special string functions to access 

information on the current state of the data entry session

8/17/2014
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Documentation
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Summary

 Blaise CARI provides powerful, robust CARI process 

 Comprehensive, flexible, easy-to-implement array of 

settings 

 Highly customized approaches are enabled, as well as 

out-of-the-box defaults

 Specialized, custom-built CARI no longer needed

 Just use Blaise and CARI is there


