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WiscMoms 2012 

• CAPI using CASES 6 
• Pilot study with ~200 completes 
• Target population  

• mothers of young children  
• receive social services 
• Most are unmarried, complex households 

• Interested in available resources, particularly food 
• Collaborative standardization 

• Interviewer and respondent working together to “fill out 
the form” while still using standardized interviewing 
practices 

 

2 



Challenges of the Instrument 

• Rosters and repeated questions for adults and children 
• In the past we would ask…  
 Who bought food?  

Did Jim buy food? Yes. 
Did John buy food? No. 
Did Julie buy food? Yes. 
Did Jane buy food? No. 

 But the goal was to ask…  
 Which of these adults bought food? Jim and Julie 
 

• Timelines to describe co-residence for parents and children 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our desire for collaborative standardization was faced with challenges in the content of the instrument. The instrument has three rosters: adults, children and “others” who help with food. In a more traditional rostered instrument, questions would be repeated for each member of the roster. For example:
Who bought food? 
Did Jim buy food? Yes.
Did John buy food? No.
Did Julie buy food? Yes. 
Did Jane buy food? No. 
 
We desired the simpler: 
 
Which of these adults bought food? Jim and Julie.
 
In addition to repetitive questions, the respondent is also asked to recall times when she lived apart from her children and the times when she lived with her children’s fathers. This is a daunting task for a respondent. 




• Interviewer’s laptop also 
serves as a wifi hotspot  
– UWSC uses Connectify 

software, but there are many 
other options 

– No internet access required 

• iPad (or any device with a 
browser) connects to the 
laptop’s web server  
– Connection is encrypted and 

password-protected  

 

The “Viewer” 
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CASES to the iPad 

5 

Answer entered 
by interviewer 

Macros in 
instrument 
write to 
Viewer.txt C# and JavaScript code 

parse Viewer.txt and 
displays the answers 

Viewer.txt 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide describes how the data is transferred from the CASES instrument to the iPad. 

The laptop image represents the interviewer. The interviewer asks the questions and enters the answers that the respondent gives.

Macros in the CASES instrument write the values of the current question and how they should be formatted to a plain text file called Viewer.txt. The displays written to the text file includes rows, cells, and colors. 

C# code then parses the viewer.txt and the answers are displayed on the iPad. The web server is constantly looking at the viewer.txt file that I mentioned earlier, so if the file changes, the viewer automatically updates the display. 

As you can see, the process from the CASES instrument to the viewer goes in only one direction; The respondent sees the data as it is displayed, but she cannot edit or manipulate the data in any way.




Please visit us at: 
www.uwsc.wisc.edu 

Thank You! 
 

For copies of this presentation or more information, contact: 

 
Eric White, ewhite@ssc.wisc.edu 
Kate Golen, kgolen@ssc.wisc.edu 

Chris Schlapper, cshlapper@ssc.wisc.edu 

 



 
 

Demo: Adding Household Members to a Roster 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the first section of the interview, we ask the respondent to list the children in her household. The interviewer asks the name, gender, and birthdate of each child. After the interviewer enters the information in the CASES instrument, the child is then appended to the screen.
 
The viewer has a general screen header as well as clearly marked column headers for the respondent. If the data needs to be changed, the interviewer enters the changes into the CASES instrument and it then updates on the Viewer. 



 
 

Demo: Showcards 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this study, we used the Viewer to also display showcards for various questions. 
 
At this question, the interviewer instructs the respondent to “press the button that says ‘list 4’”. When she does, a showcard pops up with information pertaining to this question. She is able to zoom in to make the font larger. 

After the question has been answered, the interviewer instructs her to close the tab by selecting the ‘x’. 




 
 

Demo: Timeline 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In one portion of the interview, we ask the respondent to recall the times that each of her biological children, under the age of 18, lived apart from her. The start of the timeline begins with birth of the oldest biological child under 18, David. The end of the timeline is the current month. The respondent is able to swipe her finger across the screen to see all of the months since her children were born. Green months indicate the months the child lived with the respondent. Notice Jane’s months are grayed. This means she was not born yet. There are buttons in the upper right hand part of the screen that bring the view all the way to the start, when the first child was born, or all the way to the end, to the current month.
 
In this example, the respondent said that David was living away from the respondent, with his father, and has lived with his father since David was born. Once the date range was entered in the instrument, all of the months that David has lived apart from the respondent changed to yellow and shows that he was living with his father.

Also in this example, the respondent said that Samuel lived apart from the respondent June 2010 through August 2010 and at that time he lived with the respondent’s mother. 




 
 

Demo: Food Section Features 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the interview, we also ask about how the respondent provides food for herself  and the children and adults who may live or stay with her.
 
Throughout the instrument, we have implement what we call the “super yes and no” at items where we display lists of roster members. Here, the respondent said that all adults listed have eaten here at least once in the past 30 days. In the instrument, the interviewer enters <111> and all of the displayed roster members are checked. In the past, we have been restricted by roster structures that only allow information of roster members in a certain order to be entered. With the super yes and the super no, the interviewer is able to quickly enter if the respondent says “everyone” or “no one”. 




 
 

Demo: Food Section Features (cont’d) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In some parts of the food section, we ask questions about specific subsets of people so we needed to implement filtered lists for the respondent. For example, now we ask how often each of the adults eat here. The options are less than one day, one day, 2 to 4 days, 5 to 6 days or everyday. The next question only asks about the adults who the respondent says have eaten here 5 days a week or more. (In this example, You, Jim, and Debra.) Then the Viewer shows only “you”, Jim and Debra, to ensure that the respondent is thinking about the right people when answering this question. 



• Web application for iPad 
• Uses Connectify software  

– Makes interviewing 
laptop its own 
password-protected 
web server 

– iPad connects to that 
server 

 

The “Viewer” 
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