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srrATISrrIOS OF RAILROADS. 

The history of construction, statement of mileage, anu the descripti.on of ro;td-bed and track: include foll 
reports from every railroad corporation or lessee, trust.ee, and receiver known to have been in existence in the· 
census year. Regarding the statistics of grades and cmves, etc., this is not the case, the omissions being either· 
attributable to willful neglect or to the impracticability on the part of some roads of furnishing, any data, their files. 
having been lost or destroyed. 

Of the 1,174 companies owning finished roads, all have made full reports for the first three classes of tables,. 
and 514 for statistiqs of grades, curves, etc. · 

HISTORY OF CONSTRUCTION. 

According to the reports recei v-ed by the Ce~1s~1s Office from the different railroad corp.orations, as exhibite{l; 
by the detail tables, construction of steam railroads in the United States was commenced during the year 1830, at 
the end of which year 39.80 miles bad been completed. 

There are four corporations which report this mileage: the Baltimore and Ohio, with 15. miles in the state· 
of Maryland; the Schuylkill Vailley Navigation and R·ailroad Company, with 11 miles, the Mill Creek and Mine 
Hill, with 3.80 miles, both in the state of. Pt>nnsylvanfa; and the Sont,h Carolina, with 10. miles in Sonth. 
Carolina.. The firs~ three are included in Group II, and the latter in Group III. Besides these four there may 
be several others which had commenced constru .. ction in 1830, but, having no part of their roniqs actually completed. 
therein;· reported tlie miles completed in the succeeding years. 

In the New England states (Group I) construction was commenced in 1834; iu the middle states (Group II) iu 
1830; in the southern states (Group III) also iu 1830; in the central western states (Group IV) in 1842; in 
Louisiana, .. ArkansaE::, etc. (Group V), in 1838; and in the western trans-Mississippi states and the territories. 
(Group VI) in 1~56. 

Since the completion of the 39.80 miles in 1830 the average increase per year up to December 31, 1880, has. 
been 1,733.16 miles, making a total increase in the forty-nine years (to December 31, 1870) of' 84,924.85 miles, which 
is over 2,1~3-fold the mileage of 1830. During tlle first decade 2,264.67 miles, or 2.G per cent. of the aggregate of· 
necember 31, 1879, were built; 5,045.77, or 5.7 per cent., during the second decade; 20,109.63, or 22.0 per centi., 
during the third; lfl,090.36, or 18.3 per cent., during the fourth; and 41,454.22, or 50.5 per cent., during tlle iifth 
and htsu decade. In the six months ending June 30, 1880, further, 2,836.77 miles were built, m~1king the aggrega.te 
of completed roads 87 ,801.42 miles. · 

TABLE A.-EXHIBIT OF THE NUMBER OF MILES 'OF RAILROADS BUIL'r AND OOMPLE.'rED IN EACH YIBAR JnWM 'r:E-IE. 
COMMENCEMENT·OJi, RAILROAD CONSTRUCTION IN THE UNITED STATES, IN 1830, TO DECEMBEH, :u, 1879, ~ND ALSO. 
IN THE SIX MONTHS ENDING JUNE. 30, 1880. 

Year. 

i 
I. I II. 

Maine, New York, 
New Hampshire, I Pennsylvani.a, Ohio, 

Vermont, Michigan, Indiana, 
Massachusetts, Marylnncl, Delaware, 
Rllorll\ Island, New tTer11eJ', alll1 I 

and Connecticut. District of Columbia.. 

GEOGRAl'IIICAL G!WUPS. 

III. 
Virginia, 

·west Virginia, 
Kentucky, Tt>nnes­

se(), Mississippi, 
Alabama, Georgia, 

l!'lori<la., North 
Caroliun, all(! South 

Carolina. 

IV. 
Illinois, Iowa, 

Wisconsi11, Missouri, 
and Minnesota. 

v. 
LouiHiana, 

Arkansas, and 
Indian ter­

ritory. 

VI. 
Dakottt, NewMe:dco, 
Wyoming, Montamt, 

Idaho, Ut'ii.li, A.ri:.mna, 
and \Vnshing'tou 

territories, aml Ne­
braska, Kansas, 

Texas, Colorado, t.:ali­
f'ornia .Nevntlt11 

aud Oregon. 

miles on Total miles 1 Total miles Total miles miles on · 1'otnl! miles 
Total I I Total 

built. ber 31, 1 bmlt. . b(lr 31, built. bt'l' 31, built. ber 31, built. ber 31, built. 1wr 31, · 

I 
. each each year. each year. each year. each each.year. 

year. year, 

. 
~ ~·-·-----~-.. -----

Ai;rgregatc for tho. 
U:O.itecl States. 

Total' 
miles o~, 

Miles Dccem-
built. lwrBl, 

each 
year. 

so. 80 30 .. 801 

98. 70 138. 50 
101. 30 320. so, 

I Mile~ Decem- Mi~es on Decem- Miles on Decem- Miles on Decem- Miles Decom-1 Mifos on Decem-1 
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196.00 1834 ..... ------··I 3i.6o 31.60: i82.32 432.os ............. ___________ _. ·-·--··- ·-·---·- -----···-· ·-··-~.------! 

1835 ....... --·- ... 66.55 98.15 71. 27 

1836'. .• - • - - ---- -· 46. 07 144 22 . 202. 01 

1837. ---· - ....... 56. 15 200 .. 37 232.48 

1838. - - - • - - - - ... 50. 76 251.13 243. 31 

1839. - - .. -- ---- •• 105. 55 356.68 218. 79 

1840 ........ --···· 156. 66 513. 34 83. 87 

1841... -- -- ...... ·- 99. 97 613. 31 244. 02 

1842. - • - -- -"-- ·- 180.16 . 793.47 204. 79 

1843. --· -- ---,-- 20. 93 814. 40 47.88 

1844 .• - -'-· ·-·- .. , 42.16 S56. 56 108.3() 

503. 30 

70::i.31 32. 00 
ll37. 70 59. 75 

1, 181.10 138. 06 

l, 399. 89 61.54 

1,483. 76 249. 98 

1, 727. 178 261. 89 
1, 932. 57 40. 00 

1, 980. 45 l:l!l. 00 

2,088. 75 29. 50 

196. 00 

228. 00 

287. 75 

425. 81 

487. 35 

737. 33 

999. 22 

1, 039. 22 

1,.2,,s. 22 

1,287. 72 

. 54. 00 54.00 

54. 00 

54.00• 

20; 75 

25 .. 73 

20. 75 

20. 75 

20. 75 

20. 75 

40.48 

46.48 

46.48 

-·-· -· ~ ·-- ·-·--- ....... 1 
...................................... 
...................................... 

115. Dl 445. 711 
213.!)2 650. 63 .. 

137. 82 707, 45, 

280. 08 1, 077. 53. 
348. 38 1, 4:d5. 01 

452. 88 1, 878 .. 7D. 

385. 88 2, 204; 67;-

4!lQ. 51 2, 755.18;; 

605. b8 3, 301. 06 .• 

504. 68 3, 805. 74l 
287. 81 4, 153. 55. 

179. 96 4,.333...51:.. 

301: 



• STATISTICS OF RAILROADS. 

Tuu A.-ExHIBIT Qt 'i;HE NUMBER OF HILES OF RAILROADS BUILT AND COMPLETED, ETC.-Continaed. 
. . 

I. 
' . Maine, 
' N"ew llampehire, 

Vermont. 
Haaeachuaettll, 
Rhode Ialand, 

and Conneoilc11t. 

n. 
NewYorlt. 

Pennayl\"Anla, Oblo, 
Htobl~. Indiana, 

Maryland. Delaware, 
NewJeraey,and 

Dlabiot of Colnmbla. 

OllOOll.UBIC.l.L OllOl1PL 

m. VJ. 
Vll'!rinla, Dato~NewMesloo, 

We11i Vlrlrinla, IV v. .IWdayomu.~'-M~~~ 
Kentucky, 'l'ennee- • Lonlalaua, ~hn, .......... ...,._, 
-. Mltialealppl, Dllnole, IoWll, Artanaae, and and Wublngton 

.Alabama, Gl'Drida. Wlaconaln. Hleaoart, Indian ter· territories, and Ne-
Florida, North . and HlnnMota. rlwry. T braac~a,Kanradaac'..u 

Carolina, and South e:ru, olo o, .... 
Carellna. fornlA. Nevada, 

1-~~~~~·ll-~~.....,..~~~-11-~~~~~~-11-~~....,...~~~11-~~~~-11~~an-d_0re~-'°-... ~~I ~~~~~~-
Total 

mUeaon 
Hllea Decem­
bnlli. ber 31, 

each 
year. 
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bnllt. 
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on Decem­

ber81, 
each year. 

ldilM 
bnllL 

TotalmllM 
on Deoem· 

ber81, 
eacb year. 

Totalmllea 
llllea on Deoem· 

Total 
~UMOD 

Mllea Decem­
bnllL ber 81, 

each 
year. 

HU ea 
bnllL 

Totalmlle11 
OD J>eeem. 

ber31, 
each year. 

llllee 
bnllt. 

Total 
mlle11on. 
~m­
btir 31,. bllllL ber81, 

each year. each 
year. 

18411 ............ 88.48 _94_5._02 ___ 1_7_8._45_ --2,-288.--20-l ---•• -oo-l--1-.2116.--72- -. • -.-•• -• • -.-__ -l---lil.-00-ll -•• -.-• • -.-.. _4_0._48_ --·-·- · -- · I 
1848 .••••••••• •• 128.28 1,068.80 61.411 2,3111.89 1118.00 1,454.72 ••••• •••• . 54.00 ...... . . 4U8 ::::::: : :::: 

270. 01 

882. 'l'7 

282.61 

4,810.41 

4,1143.19 

Ii, 20li. 70 

'282.18 
7,310. 44 

18'7..... . . . .... lG. 48 1, 280. 7ll 75.08 2, 8114. 77 211. 00 1, 4711. 72 .. • • • • • • • • Iii. 00 .. • • • • .. 48. 48 

1848 •••••••••• •• 44L211 

18411. •• ••• • ••• • • 683. 78 

·1, 872. 02 4119. 87 2, 8114. 44 105. liO 1, 685. 22 10. 00 64. 00 .. • • • .. . 46. 48 1, OCi6. 48 

I, 048. 28 2, 2M. 78 I 81L 02 
I 

3, 205. 48 120. liO 1, 70li. 72 13. 00 &1. 00 .. • • .. .. 48. 48 

1850....... •• • • • 8311. 711 
1851...... . . • • • • 1lML 47 

1853 ...... •••• • · 328. 37 
1853.... • • • .. • • • 188. 78 

1854... . ..... . .. 1'5.111 

2, 6115. M i 684.110 

2, 732. 04 I ee1.08 
a, oeo. a1 j t. m. n 
8, 2211. 07 I I' 4ll6. 26 
8, 874. 26 1, 128.87 

1855.... • • •••• •• 128.111 .J, 603.17 

1858.. ....... ... 26. 111 3, 528. 88 
1857............ 9:1. 80 3, 82L 18 

1858....... .•• .. 18. 09 3, 834. 26 

707. aa 
672. OI 
795. 114 
782. 90 
8711. 611 1859.. • • • • .. • • .. 4.20 3, 838. ~ 

3, 740. 38 870. 8li 2, 082. 07 10. 00 

4, ll07. 44 246. 111 2, 828.118 M. 00 

5, 113(. 48 455. 28 2, 78'. 28 177. 87 
7, 369. 71 I 818. UI I, 102. 42 215. 46 
8, 49G. 58 I l, 8113. 84 4, 1116. 78 J, 114. 78 

9, 203. 111 363. 72 4, li09. 48 1, 214. 8' 
11, 770. 90 400. 47 4, 909.115 428. 28 

10, 572. 114 649. 70 5, Gae. 116 1128. llO 

11, 305. 44 810. 118 ' 170.118 1175. 78 

11, 885. 08 11511. 86 7, 129. 118 822. 711 

1860. .. • • .. • • • .. 5. 79 8, «M .. 2' 242. 18 ll, 1137. 21 m. 81 ~.1101. 111 24e. 'l'7 

1861..... . •• • • .. SL 21 3, 705. 45 

11182. •• • •• • •• • • • 3.117 8, 709. 48 
l8G3. • • • • • • • • • . • 15. 70 8, 726. 12 

1864. . . ... ••• •• • 83. 74 3, 7511. 86 

ua. 23 12, °'°· u 
- llO 12, 440. 84 
440. 40 ·12, 880. 14 
4118. ~ 13, 281. 118 

&?8. 05 8, 485. 84 181. 51 

1112. 00 8, 817. 84 184.18 

2'.10 8,Mt.M 116.80 

24. 118 8, Cl88. 50 831. 70 

1865. ••• •• • •• • .. 111. 04 3, 111v.110 I aT2. 81 
1888.. . . . .... .. . 50.118 3, 854. 81 ' iWa.111 

1881. ... .. •• • • • . 81. 43 3, liio. 26 j' m 15 

18,859. 80 

H,202.111 I 
JO. 75 

2$.50 

8, ll80. 2S 278. 95 

8, 708. 75 826. 82 

1868.. ... . • • • • • • 84. 411 .. 020. if4 1118. Cl8 

18611..... . ••• • • • 118. 87 4, lll. 'Ill 1' 1, 108. Ve 
1870.... •• • •• • • • 212.13 4, 82'8. '8 I, 'llL ~ 
1871.... ... .. ... 481. 111 4, 808. 18 1, ~o. a 
18'12. • • • • • • • • • • • 2K. t7 5, JU. 95 ' 2, Q22. tl4 
1878.. ... .. •• • .. 2'e. a 6, 8'14. 21 • l, W/. '15 
1874. • • • • • • • • • • • ituo 5, M2. m : l, !l.B'L l• 
1876. • • • • • • • • • • • lllO. 9ll 5, '903. 611 i 670. tel 
1878...... . • • • • • 111.'0I 5, 1S8. 54 i 748. 97 
1m. ••• • • ••• • • . '11.l.'ei 11, 84s. '111 i ""·err 
1878... ....... .. ~·~ ~· •. ~·:~I ~!! 
18711.oo••• ••• • •• - - U ~ VQ ., ....... 

1880 (J1n. l 'to 8.18_ 1 ·.6,'NB.·BO ' 858.118 
Jnne80). 

U, 1127. 811 
15, 441. 82 

10, li5o.es 

18, 21t. U8 
Jt,tli2.'88 
Ill, '885.170 

~448.35 
24, *4.411 

'25, 144. 75 

25,888. 72 

28, 832. 79 

Z7, 821. JO 

28, 042. 09 

28,'°L82 

I 
I 

462.10 

118.« 
ll1L43 

.. 88 

6311.118 

:.:1 
284. 851 

I «.10 

I 
267. 18 

150. 84 

159. 9'l 
1154. 53 

118. 07 

II, 158. 8li 788. 64 

II, 41111. 211 1179. 118 

10, 000. 72 1, 475. 117 

10, 809. 80 1, 1115. 113 

11, 140. 18 2, 1137. 114 
11, 1188. 47 2, tM. 37 

12, 74L 47 1, 11115. 7ll 

13, O'l6. 82 i 768. 80 

13, 070. 4211 255.115 
13, 337. 60 I 641. 01 

13, 488." 1139. 15 

13, 648. 881 854. 08 
14, 202. 811 1, 640.117 

14, 315. IMS I 1116. 80 

! 

107. 00 • • • • • .. . 48. 48 .. • • • • • • • • ...... • • • .. 1, 281. 04 8, 571. 48 

13L 00 • • • • . .. . 46. 48 .. • • • • • • .. • • • • • .. • • • .. 1, 274. 41 11, 845. M. 
llO& 87 .. • • .. • . 46. 48 . • • • • • • • .. . ....... .. .. ! 2, 288. 44 12, 18'. 88 
524. 82 82. 00 711. 48 . • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • . 2, 1811. 112 14, 804. 00.. 

1, 81111. 08 2. 00 so. 48 . ........ . . .. ..... : .. · 11 a, 442. 18 17, 746.18 

2, 808.115 48. 00 It& 48 ••• • • .. • • .. • 2, 462. 83 20, 198. OI 
8, :m. 21 0. 7S 1211. 23 48. 111 48. lD . I , 470. 87 21, 868. 86 
3, 808.13 .. •• • . .. 1211. 23 10. 00 118. 111 2, 077. 04 23, 740. 90 

4, 381.111 18. 00 147. 23 15. 30 '7ll. 411 l, 1188. 05 25, 712. 95 

4, 704. 70 . . . .. ... · 147. 23 41. 19 114. 88 1, 707.12 27, 420. 07 

4, 1151. 47 103. 00 ~. 23 124. 17 

40.25 Ii, 112.118 81. 80 31L 81 

Ii, 2117. 11 
6, 8S8. 41 

5,IJ86.11 

311. 88 
311. 83 

811. 81 
8'.'° 

15Ll5 

s, 1164. 08 • • • • .. .. 811. 88 

8, 21JO. 88 I 18. '° 83), 23 

7, OS8. 42 .. • • • • .. 831. 23 

117. 87 

430. 82 
61Z. 87 
953. 3' 

1118. 02 

7,8811.35 

11, 114.113 

11,080.85 

13, 1188. 411 

15, 402. 78 

17. 1158. 411 

18, 715. 09 

18, 1170. 64 
111, 511. 811 

20,051.80 

20,905.88 

22, 4611. 118 

22, 982. 78 

83L23 

331. 23 

. • • • .. .. 831. 23 1' 1, 185. 12 
201. 117 533. 20 938. 45 

67. 00 800. 20 I, 7112.12 
I 

85. 00 885. 20 1· 1, 025. 42 
• • • • • .. . 835. 20 242. 80 

88. 88 ™· 00 4116. 83 

411. oo 1• oo I - 23 
.. _ • ••• _ 781. 00 I 7ll3. Iii 

13. liO 782. 50 872. 44 

'7ll. 00 866. liO 2, 061. 118 

"'- 88 950. 88 11, 748. 71 

238. 85 
2711.10 

278. JO 

818. 50 

'84.85 

I, 4119. 72 

I 
I , 015. 85 

720. 00 

571. llO 
IM7.te 

28, D19. 711 

2D, 1135. «M 
30, 855. 6',. 

81, 2211. 54 
82, 170.114 

582. 82 &JS. 72 32, 8115. 68 
1, 012. «M 1, tea. 58 

I, 526. 51 2, 540. 08 

2, 479. 85 18. 417. 86 

8,3112.87 1 .. 102.86 

4, 577.1111 5, 11:17· llO 

s, 514. " i • • eeu. 27 
1, 306. 56 I 1, 4311. 04 

8, 33L 118 11 5, 217. 08 
s, 574. l8 a, _saa. 79 

II, 071.. 81. .. I, 808. 48 

10, OOll. 84 3, 575. 38 

10, 743. 36 . : 2, 279. 88 

11, 415. 79 .· 2, 428. t5 

18, 4'l& 72 'I I>; 000. 47 

lli,=.4l: 2,,836. 77 

i 

u. 3119. 24 

38. 1139. 112 
311, 407. 78 

43, 510. 43 

49, 188. 83 

115. 828. 80 

118, 217. 114 
88, 484. 70 

71, 088. 49 

72, 874.117 

75,250. 35 

11, sao. oa 
79, 1158.18 

84, 1184. 85 

87, 801. 42 

TADLB B . .....::Exlil~IT 'OF THE NUMBER OF MILES OF ROAD BUILT IN EACH DECADE, !<'ROM 18:10 TO. 1879, INCLUSIVE i . 
ALSO !DORING THE SIX MONTHS FROM JANUARY 1 TO JUNE 30, l&lO; GIVING THE PROPORTlON .QUILT IN EACH 
GROUP ;DU.JiiNG EACH DECADE, AND THE PROPORTION OF EACH DECADE TO THE AGGREGATE, DECEMBER 31, 1879. 
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I......... ...... 356. 68 16. 8 1 0. 0 1 1, 800. JO 87. 6 31. 9 1, 31!2. 67 0. 9 23. 3 470. lG 2. 9 8. o I 1, 829. 91- ( . . ao. 8 5,~.52 7.0 100.0 3. 78 0. 2 
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lII. ..... . • • . . • 487. 35 21. 5 1 3. 4 1, 21S: 37 124. 2 8. 6 5, 424. 20 2'i.O aa. 2 2, 876. 74 17. 9 120. 2 4, 196.17 10.1 120. 6 1,,., 202. fjJ 16. 7 1100. 0 113. 07 4.0 

IV.......................... . .... 97. 00 1.9 0. 4 4, 607. 70 iz. 9 20. 5 4, 410. 22 "· • ... ' II "· "'· " "' ' I " • 
22, 445. 93 26.' 1100. 0 

516. 80 18. 2 
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