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- Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the following report of the
operations of this office: :

Congress provided for taking the Twelfth Census by an act ap-
proved March 3, 1899, entitled “An act to provide for taking tlllge
Twelfth and subsequent ‘censuses.” The undersigned was appointed
director on the 4th of March, 1899, and qualified on the 7th of March.
His assistant, Mr. Wines, qualified on the 10th of March.

A preliminary organization was effected by the appointment of Mr.
A. F. Childs to the position of chief clerk; Mr. E. MeCauley to that
of disbursing clerk; and Mr. Henry Gannett, geographer. During the
month of March four chief statisticians were appointed, namely: M.
W. C. Hunt, in charge of the population division; Mr. W. A. King,
vital statisties; Mr. L. G. Powers, agriculture; and Mr. W, F., Willcox,
methods and results. In June, Mr. 5. N. D. North was appointed to
take charge of the division of manufactures,

The preliminary work is well under way. The forms of the sched-
ules for taking the enumeration of the agricultural products and popu-
lation have practically been determined upon and the division of vital
statistics is doing considerable correspondence with the various boards
of health throughout the country with regard to the work of that
division. An efgfort will be made by this offiée to secure a uniform
system of registration of deaths, so that more reliable statistics may be
obtained. '

A plan has been mapped out for the selection of experts to be
employed as special agents and assigned to service in connection with
the collection of statistics of manufacturing industries, with which they
ave familiar. The industries of the country have been grouped into
sixteen classes. An expert agent will be put in charge of one or more
of these groups and will have immediate charge of the special agents,
who will be employed in gathering statistics concerning that subject.

A special agent has been appointed to look after the taking of the
census in the Hawaiian Islands, and he has advised with this office
concerning the work there. Two special agents have also been selected
to superintend the taking of the census in the District of Alaska. They

are now in Alaska for the purpose of doing the preliminary work.
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Two hundred and ninety-five supervisors of census QFliz of f{ t;;tn] of
997 to be appointed have been selected and comlll;SSIﬁl‘leC ﬁy tile
President. The law requires that the supervisors be confix 1'1]1e‘c S)y t e
Senate, and it is pl'esuiltled C{};hut thse 1(1}‘:;1111{‘(38 Wéll be sent to the Senate
toy o ‘mation soon after Congress convenes,
toi&f&%ﬁé‘g} fus been entered h%to between Mr. M. G. Emcl‘y :}nd the
Divector of the Census, whereby a Dbuilding will be erec@e}‘l for the
use of this Bureau, to be ready for occupancy on or about Lh‘e 1st of
January, 1900.. The building to be so erected will be e.slpgczmlly
adapted for the large force which it is expected will be emp 4‘oy(»,§ in
the census. work. The contract made with Mz, Emery provides 'that:
the bﬂﬂding shall he leasegl for a t(“‘:l'ln of ﬁve yea:rs fl‘()nl Ll:\\‘f date of
its completion at a rental of $26,600 per annum, with an optmn on the
part of the Government to renew the le&y‘ie for a second term of 11ye
years at a vental of $20,000 per annum. The right of purchase is also
reserved to the Government should it desire to acquire the land and
building at any time during the life of the lease, '

In view of the large amount of supplies required for the use of the
Census Office, and in order to purchase the same in an economical man-
ner, it was deemed absolutely necessary to assign a special agent to act
as purchasing agent. The census act does nof contemplate the selec-
tion of a person for this particular purpose. Tt is recommended that
an amendment he made to the census act, by which the office of pur-
‘chasing agent may be created and made a perimanent one in the personnel
‘of this Bureau. It is prO)I)er to add in this connection that quite a large
sayving has been effected already by means of the plan adopted, and, as
a very large amount of supplies and furniture will be required to carry
on the census work, it is respectfully wrged that provision he made by
Congress for the creation of a purchasing department in the Census
Oflice. . >

The act of March 3, 1899, under which the Census Office is being
operated, provides that the reports concerning the four general sub-
jects—namely, population, vital statistics, agriculture, and manufac-
tures and mechanical industries—shall he completed and published by
July, 1902, This will involve the employment of a very large force
for two years, beginning about June, 1900,  The et provides for five
expert chiefs of division, ten clerks of class 4, fifteen clerks of class 3,
-and twenty clerks of class 2. The five positions for expert chiefs of
division have heen filled by the selection of experts to look after par-
ticular branches of the work. After a careful consideration of the
whole subject, it has heen deemed wise to recommend an amendment
to the law, so as to provide for two additional chiefs of division at f
$2,000 per annum, five additional clerks of class 4, six of class 8, and :
eight of class 2.

The Comptroller of the Treasury, in a communication to the Direc-
tor of the Census, dated May 26, 1899, holds that this office may not
purchase hooks and documents necessary for use in the Census Office
work out of the appropriation made by the act entitled “An act to
provide for taking the Twelfth and subsequent censuses,” approved
Maxrch 8, 1899, for the reason that the act does not specifically pro-
V1.de for their purchase., The decision is hased on section 8 of the act

-of March 15, 1898 (30 Stat. L., 816), which is as follows:
That hereafter law hooks, books of reference, and periodials for use of any exec-
utive .department, or other Government establishment not under an executive
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department, at the seat of Government, shall not be purchased or paid for from any
appropriation made for contingent expenses or for any specific or general purpose,
unless such purchase is authorized and payment thevefor specifically provided in the
law granting the appropriation.

Tt is necessary, therefore, that legislation be had at the earliest prac-
ticable date to provide for the purchase of certain books of reference
and documents, which are absolutely necessary for the proper admin-
istration of the work of this office.

{f It is estimated that there will be required for the purpose of taking
the census over 50,000 enumerators, over 2,500 clerks, and over 2,000
special agents. The clerical force has been apportioned to the various
f States and Territories on a population basis, and an examination of
~J every applicant, to test his ot her capacity for the special work required,
7 is being insisted upon, as required by law. The entive office force now
;. numbers 182, most of whom are women employed as gkilled laborers
in doing the preliminary work.
A financial statement is attached hereto, showing the disbursements
of this Bureau up to October 31, 1899, :
\ Respectfully submitted. v
! WitLiam R, MEREIAM,
Drrector.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
Pinancial report to October 31, 1899.
¢ Amount appropriated ... ea i riiaeaae e $1, 000, 000, 00
zi Amount advanced to S8am C, Dunham, special disbursing
1 agent, by Secretary of the Treasury. . ... ccooooo.. o0 810, 000.00
% Amount advanced to Arthur T, Wines, special disbursing
i agent, by Secretary of the Treasury. .. ..ooveeonoo.... 5, 000. 00
f Amount dighursed by disbursing clerk to October 31,1899, 88, 146,88 -+
— 1083,146.88
Balance unexpended - oo e i aimiaceccrcemn e 896, 853. 12
Amount dighursed for— .
Salaries of empPloyees. -. oo vii e e ceiiam e 61, 322. 74
Turniture and BEENES v vveee oo v ie e i enece e ecmaaaaa 7,713.28
RNt « e e e e e em;mmeemme e eemasme——eecaeamannne 3,763. 68
Special AgeItS. . e ieieiiedaee e aceacanaaas 2,708. 87
Printing and stationery. ..o e oo 7,479. 58
MiSCellanEOnS o v v o oo i imaeeieaenceecccusantaam——cnamaaaa. B, 158. 78
e SO 88, 146, 88
. SALARIER IN DETAIL.
MAarch PAY PO e e e e aacn o occmre e e cme e e aamemm e amaaean §1,0618. 05
April pay 101l - e ceieaa i e eaean 3, 688. 48
May pay 101l o i enimeaasmemaeesaecaacanne 5, 177. 35
June pay 1oll - o e icaeanmaeemneemvanao o aaaan 7,292. 16
Jaly Pay 10lle o o e a e e e e e aeanas 8, 858. 67
] August Pay 1011 ¢ e oo e aa e iaemeeeeeeeimenaac e canae 9,949.09
;a September pay 101l oo iiiiinia e M ceean 10, 878. 22
b October pay voll. oo.ooioicicuiaaaioas famacam e eeeaaaaamn e 13, 860. 72
L ‘ 61, 322. 74



