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PREFACE

The 1990 Census of Population and Housing, which is the 21st decennial enumeration
of the United States, also marks the bicentennial of Federal census taking in this country.
The inquiries stretching over the years since 1790 reflect the Nation’s changing interests
and data needs, as well as its people, government, and economy. Emphasis has moved
from basic head counts to concern about data on housing, employment, income, transpor-
tation, ethnicity, education, and migration that can be used for planning and funding at all
levels of society, from the neighborhood to the country as a whole.

In 1973, the Census Bureau published Working Paper 39, Population and Housing
Inquiries in U.S. Decennial Censuses, 1790-1970. That report graphically summarized the
variety of information collected and published in tabular form, and reproduced the actual
questions so that users of the statistics might see the original phraseclogy and format.
Working Paper 39 was followed in 1979 by Twenty Censuses: Population and Housing
@Questions, 1790-1980. That report was aimed not only at the data user but also the social
researcher, historian, genealogist, or interested member of the public who wanted to know
not only how the population and housing inquiries evolved over the years, but also what
instructions led to the entries on the basic records they were using. Therefore, Twenty
Censuses considered only records that still exist in whole or in part:

1. Microfilmed schedules open to the public after 72 years (in 1979, only those
through 1900; the National Archives subsequently released the 1910 records in
1982, and the 1920 records will follow in 1992), and

2. Selected records for subsequent years, available only from the Census Bureau to
the named individuals, their heirs, or authorized representatives under the
confidentiality provisions of Title 13, U.S. Code. These records have certain
limitations: Information collected on housing in the 1940 and subseguent
censuses, and the sample population data (see “Sampling”’ on p. 5) obtained in the
1960 and later censuses were not preserved. Although most of the questions and
their attendant instructions were reproduced in Twenty Censuses, only the
population data collected for every person were retained on microfilm. These
so-called *“100-percent” or “complete-count” items are identified in the text.

This latest report follows in that tradition.

The schedules or questionnaires used for households in the contiguous States and
territories frequently were abridged or translated for use in outlying areas or among
special groups within the population, such as transients, the Armed Forces, crews of
vessels, etc. These forms generally are not considered in this work, either; the interested
reader should refer to the respective census reports or histories for exact wording. (A
number of supplementary schedules and questionnaires used to obtain information in the
past were destroyed after the data were published; for facsimiles or wording of these, the
reader is directed to Working Paper 39 or to the specific reports, all to be found in most
Federal depository libraries.) The surveys of residential finance or housing inventory
changes, taken in connection with the 1950 and subsequent censuses, likewise, are not
covered here; the complete questionnaires are reproduced in separate publications (see
bibliography, p. 107) and/or the resultant published reports.

There were no specific instructions issued to census takers until 1820; these, and the
ones for later censuses, are reproduced as found in the basic history for the period from
1790 to 1890 (see bibliography, p. 107) or in the enumerators’ manuals for later years. The
1910 instructions and concepts formed the bases for the decennial censuses that followed;
hence, only significant changes are treated for the subsequent years.

Inasmuch as separate histories are available for the individual censuses from 1940 on
{see bibliography, p. 107) that discuss the various inquiries at length, and most include
facsimiles of the documents, the questionnaires and/or instructions for those years ave not
reproduced in the same detail as for earlier enumerations.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

A nationwide population census on a regular basis dates
from the establishment of the United States. Article I, Section
2, of the United States Constitution required in 1787 that—

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned
among the several States which may be included within this
Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall
be determined by adding to the whole Number of free
Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of
Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all
other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within
three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the
United States, and within every subseguent Term of ten
Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct.

In subsequent decades, the practice of “Service for a Term of
Years” died out. “Indians not taxed” were those not living in
settled areas and paying tazes; by the 1940’s, all American
Indians were considered to be taxed. The Civil War of 1861-65
ended slavery (abolished legally through the 13th Amendment
in 1865), and the 14th Amendment to the Constitution, ratified
in 1868, officially ended Article I's three-fifths rule. Thus, the
original census reguirements were modified. Direct taxation
based on the census never became practical,

The 1790 Census

The first enumeration began on the first Monday in August
1790, little more than a year after the inauguration of President
Washington and shortly before the second session of the first
Congress ended. The Members assigned responsibility for the
1790 census to the marshals of the U.S. judicial districts under
an act that, with minor modifications and extensions, governed
census-taking through 1840. The law reguired that every
household be visited and that completed census schedules be
posted in “two of the most public places within {each jurisdic-
tion], there to remain for the inspection of all concerned...” and
that “the aggregate amount of each description of persons” for
every district be transmitted to the President. The six inquiries
in 1790 called for the name of the head of the family and the
number of persons in each household of the following descrip-
tions: Free White males of 16 years and upward {to assess the
country’s industrial and military potential), free White males
under 16 years, free White females, all other free persons (by
sex and color}, and slaves.

Marshals took the census in the original 13 States, plus the
districts of Kentucky, Maine, and Vermont, and the Southwest
Territory (Tennessee). (See map, fig. 1.) There is no evidence of
a 1790 census in the Northwest Territory.

Into the 19th Century

Starting with the 1800 census, the Secretary of State
directed the enumeration and, from 1800 to 1840, the marshals
reported the results to him. From 1850 through 1900, the
Interior Department, established in 1849, had jurisdiction.

The 1800 and 1810 population censuses were similar in
scope and method to the 1790 census. However, Members of
Congress, as well as statisticians and other scholars both
within and outside the Federal Government, urged that while
the populace was being canvassed, other information the new
Government needed should be collected. The first inquiries on
manufacturing were made in 1810 and, in later decades, cen-
suses of agriculture, mining, governments, religious bodies
(discontinued after 1936), business, housing, and transporta-
tion were added to the decennial census. (Legislation enacted in
1948 and later years specified that the various economic,
agriculture, and government censuses would be taken at times
that did not conflict with those in which the population and
housing censuses occurred.) The census of 1820 covered the
subject of population in somewhat greater detail than the
preceding one. This census is notable for having obtained, for
the first time, the numbers of inhabitants engaged in agricul-
ture, commerce, and manufacturing.

The 1830 census related solely to population, but its scope
concerning this subject was extended substantially. The mar-
shals and their assistants began using uniform printed sched-
ules; before that, they had to use whatever paper was available,
rule it, write in the headings, and bind the sheets together.

The census act for 1840 authorized the establishment of a
centralized census office during each enumeration and pro-
vided for the collection of statistics pertaining to “the pursuits,
industry, education, and resources of the country.” The new
population inguiries included school attendance, illiteracy, and
type of occupation.

Through the census of 1840, the household, rather than the
individual, was the unit of enumeration in the population
census, and only the names of the household heads appeared on
the schedules. There was no tabulation beyond the simple
addition of the entries the marshals had submitted, and there
was no attempt to publish details uniformly by cities or towns,
or to summarize returns for each State, other than by county,
unless the marshals had done so.

Census Expeansion

The act which governed the taking of the Seventh, Eighth,
and Ninth Decennial Censuses (1850-1870) made several changes
in census procedures: Each marshal was responsible for subdi-
viding his district into “known civil divisions,” such as coun-
ties, townships, or wards, and for checking to ensure that his
assistants’ returns were completed properly The number of

population inquiries grew; every free person’s name was to be

listed, as were the items relatmg to each individual enumer-

“ated. For the first time, in 1850, the marshals collected addi-

tional “‘social statistics” (information about taxes, schools,
crime, wages, value of estate, etc.) and data on mortality.
Decennial mortality schedules for some States and territories
exist for 1850-1880 and for a few places in 1885; see page 12 for
text and location of records. p
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND-~Continued

Noteworthy features of the 1870 census were the introduc-
tion of a rudimentary tallying device to help the clerks in their
work, and the publication of maps, charts, and diagrams to
fllustrate the most significant census results.

The general scope of the 1880 census was expanded only
slightly over that of 1870, but much greater detail was obtained
for many of the itema-—such detail, in fact, that beyond the
basic counts, which were made and released promptly, it took
almost until the 1890 census (because of budget constraints) to
tabulate and publish some of the 1880 data. The census act for
1880 replaced the marshals and their assistants with specially
appointed agents (experts assigned to collect technical data,
such as on manufacturing processes), supervisors, and enumer-
ators, every one of whom was forbidden to disclose census
information. Ever since the first census in 1790, some people
had regarded many of the questions as an invasion of privacy,
but before the 1880 census, there was no law limiting the
extent to which the public could use or see the information on
any schedule. (Subsequent demographic and economic cen-
suses, as well as most surveys, have been carried out according
to statutes that make compliance mandatory, with penalties
for refusal; and responses confidential, with penalties for dis-
closure. Congress codified these laws in 1954 as Title 13, U.S.
Code.) For the first time, enumerators were given detailed
maps to follow so they could account for every street or road
and not stray beyond their assigned boundaries. The National
Archives’ Cartographic and Architectural Branch has a collec-
tion of these maps.

Again, in 1890, there was a slight extension of the decennial
census’s scope, and some subjects were covered in even greater
detail than in 1880. Data were collected in supplemental
surveys on farm and home mortgages and private corpora-
tions’ end individuals’ indebtedness. The 1890 census also
used, for the first time in history, a separate schedule for each
family. Herman Hollerith, who had been a special agent for the
1880 census, developed punchcards and electric tabulating
machines in time to process the census returns, reducing
considerably the time needed to complete the clerical work.
Hollerith’s venture became part of what is now the IBM
Corporation. Both the cards and the machines were improved
progressively over the next 50 years.

The 1890 census was historic in another way. In the first
volume of the results, the Superintendent of the Census wrote
these significant words:

Up to and including 1880 the country had a frontier of
settlement, but at present the unsettled area has been so
broken into by isolated bodies of settlement that there can
hardly be said to be a frontier line. In the discussion of its
extent, its westward movement, etc., it can not, therefore,
any longer have a place in the census reports.’

Commenting on this statement in a classic paper delivered in
1893, one of America’s great historians, Frederick Jackson
Turner, wrote, “Up to our own day American history has been
in a large degree the history of the colonization of the Great

Y1U.8. Census Office, Compendium of the Eleventh Census: 1890.
Part I.—Population. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office,
1892, p. xlviii.

West. The existence of an area of free land, its continuous
recession, and the advance of American settlement westward,
explain American development.”’? The censuses that followed
1890 reflected the filling in rather than the expansion of the
colonized areas, and this meant a turning point in American
life.

Moving into the 20th Century

The 1900 census was limited to those questions asked for all
the population in 1890, with only minor changes in content.
The period, however, featured the first U.S. censuses outside
the continental States and territories:

Following its annexation in 1898, Hawaii (where the local
government took a census every 6 years from 1866 through
1896) was included in the 1900 census, which also had the first
count of the U.8. population abroad (Armed Forces and Gov-
ernment civiian employees, and their households).

The War Department carried out an enumeration in Puerto
Rieo in 1899 following that island’s acquisition from Spain in
1898 (there were periodic censuses from 1765 to 1887 under
Spanish rule), and there have been decennial censuses in the
Commonwealth (its status since 1952) from 1910 onward.

The Census Bureau compiled and published one census of
the Philippine Islands following their accession by the United
States in 1898; this census was taken under the direction of the
Philippine Commission in 1903. (Under Spanish rule, there had
been censuses in 1818 and 1876. The Philippine legislature
directed a census in 1918, and the Commonwealth’s statistical
office began periodic enumerations in 1939. The Philippines
became an independent republic in 1946.)

The Isthmian Canal Commission ordered a general census
of the Panama Canal Zone when the United States took control
of the area in 1904; there was another general census in 1912
arid several special censuses at various times, but the Canal
Zone was included in the U.S. censuses from 1920 to 1970.
{Sovereignty over the Zone was transferred to the Republic of
Panama in 1979.)

The United States occupied Guam in 1899, and the local
governor conducted a census there in 1901 and later years; the
island was included in U.S. censuses from 1920 on.

The governors of American Samoan took censuses at various
times after U.S. acquisition in 1900, and the population there
was epumerated in U.S. censuses from 1920 onward.

In what have been the Virgin Islands of the United States
since 1917, the Danish Government took periodic censuses
between 1835 and 1911; there was a Federal census in 1917,
and the islands appeared in the 1930 and subsequent U.S,
censuses.

The Census Burean took a census of Cuba under a provi-
sional U.S. administration there in 1907; there were earlier
censuses under Spanish rule (which ended in 1898), then a 1.8,
War Department enumeration in 1899, and subsequent ones
under the Republic (established in 1901) beginning in 1919.

Later in the 20th century, the decennial census reports
included figures for the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.
There had been quinguennial Japanese censuses in these islands

2Frederick J. Turner, The Frontier in American History. New York:
H. Holt & Company, 1958, p. 1.



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND—Continued

from 1920 to 1940; the U.S. Navy enumerated in 1950, and the
U.S. High Commissioner carried out the 1958 census (the
results of which appesared in the 1960 U.S. census). The Census
Bureau conducted the 1970 and 1980 censuses?; in 1980 and
1990, there was a separate census of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, which had been part of the Trust
Territory.

A number of the censuses noted above collected data on
agriculture, housing, and economic subjects and included enu-
merations on isolated islands, such as Truk and Yap, mainly in
the Pacific.

In some censuses, there were supplemental guestionnaires
for American Indians; in 1980, enumerators used these forms
only on reservations to collect additional information about
households with one or more American Indian, Fskimo, or
Aleut residents.

From the 1840 through the 1900 censuses, a temporary
census office had been established before each decennial enu-
meration and disbanded as soon as the results were compiled
and published. Congress established a permanent Bureau of
the Census in 1902 in the Department of the Interior, so there
would be an ongoing organization capable of taking frequent
censuses throughout the decades instead of concentrating all
the work in the years ending in “0.” The Bureau moved to the
new Department of Commerce and Labor in 1903 and contin-
ued with the Commerce Department when the Labor Depart-
ment was split off in 1913.

The 1910 census had several notable features. First, pro-
spective census employees took open competitive exam-
inations administered throughout the country (since 1880,
appointees had been given noncompetitive tests). Second, the
way in which results were published was changed. Those
statistics that were ready first—and especially those in great-
est demand (such as the total population of individual cities
and States, and of the United States as a whole)—were issued
first as press releases, then in greater detail as bulletins and
abstracts, the latter appearing 6 months to a year before the
final reports were issued.

In 1920 and also in 1930, there were minor changes in scope.
A census of unemployment accompanied the 1930 census; data
were collected for each person reported to have a gainful
occupation but who was not at work on the working day
preceding the enumerator’s visit.

Sempling. In many ways, 1940 saw the first contemporary
census. One of its major innovations was the use of advanced
statistical technigues, such as probability sampling, that had
only been tried experimentally before, such as in crop sampling
in the 1920’s, a trial census of unemployment carried out by the
Civil Works Administration in 1933-1934 and surveys of retail
stores in the same decade, and an official sample survey of

3In 19886, compacts of free association were implemented between
the Federated States of Micronesia and the Marshall Islands, and the
United States. Under the terms of Title 13, U.S. Code, the United
States was no longer authorized to take the decennial censuses in those
areas that were formerly part of the Trust Territory. As of the summer
of 1989, the compact of free association had not been passed with
Palau. If the compact is not implemented before April 1990, the Census
Bureau will take a 1990 census in Palau; however, if the compact is
implemented before April, the Census Bureau will not carry out the
planned enuwmeration,

unemployment in 1840 that covered about 20,000 households.
Sarmpling in the 1940 census allowed the addition of a number
of questions for just & percent of the persons enumerated
without unduly increasing the overall burden on respondents
and on data processing, and also made it possible to publish
preliminary returns 8 months ahead of the complete tabula-
tions. The Bureau was able to increase the number of detailed
tables published and, also by sampling, to review the guality of
the data processing with more efficiency.

Most population and housing inguiries included in the 1940
census were repeated in later years, and a few were added, for
example, place of work and means of transportation to work
{1960}, occupsation 5 years before the census (1970 and 1980
only}, and housing costs (1980). In 1940 and 1950, the sample
population questions were asked only for those persons whose
names fell on the schedules’ sample lines. Sampling was extended
to the housing schedule in 1950, with & few questions asked on
a cyclic basis: One pair of questions for household 1, amother
pair for household 2, ete., until household 6, when the cycle was
started agein with the fivst pair of questions. In the 1960
census, the sampling pattern was changed for population and
housing questions alike: If a housing unit was in the sample, all
of the household members were in the sample too. This scheme
yielded sufficient date for accurate estimates of population and
housing characteristics for areas as small as a census tract (an
average of 4,000 people). The only population questions asked
on & 100-percent basis (name and address, age, sex, color or
race [and beginning in 1980, Spanish/Hispanic origin, marital
status, and relationship to the householder) were those neces-
sary to identify the population and avoid duplication.

The sampling pattern changed in later censuses. For 1970,
some sample guestions were asked of either a 15-percent or a
5-percent sample of households, but some were asked for both,
thus constituting a 20-percent sample. There was no “split
sample” for 1980, but it was used at every other household (50
percent) in places with fewer than 2,500 inhebitants and ai
every sixth household (17 percent) elsewhere. For 1990, the
sample was tailored even more to population size. (See p. 98 for
details.)

New imguiries. Reflecting the concerns of the Depression
years, the 1940 census asked several questions to measure
employment and unemployment, internal migration, and income,
It was also the first to include a census of housing; this
obtained a variety of facts on the general condition of the
Nation’s housing and the need for public housing programs.
{Prior to this, the housing data collected as part of the popula-
tion censuses generally were limited to one or two items.)

At the time of the 1950 census, a survey of residential
financing was conducted as a related, but separate, operation,
with information collected on a sample basis from owners of
owner-cccupied and rental properties and mortgage lenders,
Similar surveys accompanied the subsequent censuses. There
also were surveys of components of housing change with the
1960, 1970, and 1980 censuses (but not 1990, when the survey
was scheduled for 1989 and 1991); these measured the guanti-
tative and gualitative impact of basic changes that occurred in
the Nation’s housing stock during the previous decade. The
survey also offered a measure of “‘same’ units, i.e., the prepon-
derant part of the housing inventory that was not affected by
the basic changes. The first survey of this type had been a key
part of the National Housing Inventory in 1956. (The housing
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survey inquiries are not included in this publication; see the
bibliography on p. 107 for references.)

New Directions

Processing. The major innovation of the 1950 census was
the use of an electronic computer, UNIVAC (for Universal
Automatic Computer) I, the firat of a series, delivered in 1951
to help tabulate some of the statistics. Nearly all of the data
processing was done by computer in the 1960 census, now with
the further aid of FOSDIC (film optical sensing device for input
to computers), an electronic device for “reading” the data on
the returns instead of having clerks prepare punchcards. Spe-
cial schedules were designed on which the answers could be
indicated by marking small circles. The completed schedules or
guestionnaires were photographed onto microfilm with auto-
matic cameras. FOSDIC then “read” the blackened dots (which
appeared as clear holes on the negative film) and transferred
the data they represented to magnetic tape for the computer at
speeds that ranged from 3,000 items a minute to 70,000 items
a minute in more recent versions.

Collecting the data. The 1960 census was the first in which
the mails were used extensively to collect population and
housing data. The field canvass was preceded by delivery to
every oceupied housing unit of a questionnaire that contained
the 100-percent guestions {those asked for all persons and
housing units). Householders were asked to complete the
guestionnaire and hold it until an enumerator called. The
sample items were on a different questionnaire: In urban areas
containing about 80 percent of the Nation’s population, the
enumerators carried questionnaires containing the sample
population and housing questions for every fourth housing
unit. If the units were occupied, the householders were asked to
fill out the sample guestionnaires themselves and mail them
to the census district office. (The enumerators completed the
questionnaires for vacant units.) Self-enumeration had been
used on a very limited scale previously, but this was the first
time it had been made a major part of the decennial procedure.
When these guestionnaires were received in the district offices,
the responses were transcribed to the special FOSDIC
schedules. In rural areas, the enumerators obtained the sample
information during their visits, and they recorded it di-
rectly on FOSDIC schedules. The 1870 census marked the use
everywhere of separate, FOSDIC-readable household question-
naires—approximately 70 million of them-rather than the

large schedules that contained information for four or more
households. Thus, respondents could mark the appropriate
angwer circles on their questionnaires, which then could be
processed directly without transcription.

Subsequent censuses were taken principally by mail-—ap-
proximately 60 percent of the population in 1970, 90 percent in
1980, and 94 percent in 1990. The questionnaires contained the
100-percent and, where appropriate, sample questions. In areas
where the mailout/mailback procedure was used, enumerators
contacted either by telephone or personal visit only those
households that had not returned questionnaires or had given
incomplete or inconsistent answers. For the remainder of the
population, most of which was located in rural aress or small
towns, postal carriers left a census form containing the 100-
percent questions at each residential housing unit on their
routes. An enumerator visited each of these households to
collect the completed guestionnaires and ask the additional
questions for any household or housing unit in the sample,
These procedures were continued, with modifications, for 1990,
In many rural areas, the enumerators, rather than the postal
carriers, delivered the questionnaires and asked that they be
completed and mailed back. In some inner-city areas, the
enumerators took address lists with them, checked for addi-
tional units, and enumerated any persons they found living
there,

Publishing. For 1970, extensive discussions with census
data users led to a major increase in the amount of statistics to
be tabulated, especially for small arens. As part of the 1970
census program, the Bureau published 100-percent (but not
saraple) data for each of 1.5 million census blocks including all
blocks in urbanized areas), as compared with 1960, when block
data were provided for 750,000 blocks within the city limits of
places with 50,000 or more inhabitants. For 1980, there were
data for 1.8 million blocks, with the population limit lowered to
include incorporated places with populations of 10,000 or more;
several States were blocked in their entivety. For 1990, the
block statistics program was expanded to cover the entire
country, or approximately 7.6 million blocks.

The 1970, 1980, and 1990 population and housing census
data appear in series of printed reports—either on paper or
microfiche, or both--similar to those issued after the 1960
census, with accompanying maps where appropriate. In addi-
tion, the Bureau issued publicuse microdata tapes, usually
containing much more detail than the printed reports, for users
with electronic computer facilities, After 1980, some data were
made available on diskettes for microcomputers as well as “on
line” through commercial computer networks, and later in the
decade, on compact discs with read-only memory (CD-BOM).
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Limitations

Confidentiality, Schedules and questionnaires from the decen-
nial censuses of population and housing are confidential, by
law, for 72 years. During this period, they cannot be released to
anyone except the named individuals, their heirs (on proof of
death), or their legal representatives. Applications for official
transcripts should be made to the Census Bureau (see p. 109 ).

Figure 2 shows the decennial population schedules from
1790 through 1920, together with SOUNDEX indexes (see
below) for 1880, 1900, 1910, and 1920, for which microfilmed
copies are {or will be) available for public use through the
National Archives, its regional branches, and at Libraries in
various parts of the country. (Pursuant to Title 44, U.S. Code,
the Archives will open the 1920 records to the public after
January 1, 1992.) The Archives sells or rents the microfilm
publications listed on the chart to individuals and institutions,
and sorme libraries are willing to release copies through interli-
brary loan. The Archives periodically issues catalogs for use in
ordering the microfilm and publishes checklists of institutional
holdings. See the bibliography on page 107.

Microfilm. In most cases, the population census manuscript
schedules were microfibmed many years after they originated,
by which time the ink often had faded and the pages were
brittle. To save valuable storage space after filming, the paper
copies then either were destroyed or (as in the case of the 1880
schedules) offered to State archives. While schedules from the
period from 1790 to 1880 usually were stored flat in binders
secured by cloth tape, later ones, such as for 1890 through
1920, were bound for safekeeping and ready use (for age search,
ete.) in large volumes. When microfilming began around 1940,
it already was impractical to remove and rebind the pages in
those volumes, so they were photographed in place. The pages
were turned for filming (see figure 3), and their legibility—poor
at best—sometimes was reduced even further by the camera’s
inability to focus on the curved surfaces of some pages.

For the years beginning in 1890, when punchcard tabulation
came into use (zee p. 39), clerks used red ink to add alphabetical
or numerical codes in certain schedule columns (such as the one
for veteran status) for the keypunch operators’ guidance.
These codes represent occupation, number of persons in the
household, and the like—information already appearing on the
schedule. As the microfilm is only in black and white, this color
cannot be distinguished. The reader should recognize and
ignore these codes as extraneous when transcribing or inter-
preting what appears on the film.

Finding Guides

All decennial census schedules are arranged geographically,
not by name, so an address or an index generally is necessary
to find a particular record. In 1908, the Census Bureau pre-
pared a 12-volume work entitled Heads of Families at the First

Census of the United States Taken in the Year 1790 [State]
that reproduces the completed 1790 schedules in printed form
with indexes. (See bibliography on p. 107.) Various individuals
and organizations have compiled alphabetical indexes for 19th
century censuses, generally through 1870, and these can be
found in many libraries and genealogical collections. There are
SOUNDEX or MIRACODE indexes for 1880 (only households
with children 10 years of age or younger), 1900, 1910 (21 States
only, mainly in the South), and 1920. These indexes, based on
the sound of the surname, originally were prepared to assist the
Census Bureau in finding records for persoms who needed
official proof of age from a period before all States had a
uniform system of registering births. There is a separate index
for each of the above years for each State or territory. The
Census Bureau also created an index for selected cities in the
1910 census that translates specific street addresses into the
appropriate enumeration district number and corresponding
volume number of the schedules. (See bibliography on p. 107.)

The 1840 Census

This census included a special enumeration of military
pensioners. The names and ages listed were printed in A
Census of Pensioners for Revolutionary or Military Services;
With Their Names, Ages, Places of Residence, Washington,
DC: Department of State, 1841 (reprinted by the Genealogical
Publishing Co., Baltimore, MDD, in 1967) and reproduced at the
end of roll 3 in Archives microfilm publication T498. An index
is available from the publishing house.

The 1885 Census

Five States and territories chose to take an 1885 census
with Federal assistance. The schedules show the same type of
information as those for 1880, but in many cases the initial
letters of enumerated persons’ given names appesr instead for
the names themselves. This census is not listed in the chart
below, but the relevant Archives microfilm publication num-
bers are as follows:

Colorado M158, 8 rolls
Florida M845, 13 rolls
Nebraska M352, 56 rolls
New Mexico M8486, 6 rolls
Dakota Territory
North Dakota In State Historical Society collection, not
filmed

South Dakota GR27, 3 rolls

The 1890 Records

A number of the 1890 census records were burned in a fire in
January 1921. The smoke, water, and other damage to the
bound volumes was such that only fragments remained to be



AVAILABILITY OF POPULATION SCHEDULES—Continued

microfilmed in later years. The three rolls (Archives Publica-
tion M407) listed on the chart cover the following areas:

Boll  Ares covered

1 Alabama. Perry County (Perryville Beat No. 11 and
Severe Beat No. 8)

2 District of Columbisa. Blocks bounded on the East and
West by 13th and 15th Streets, Northwest, on the
South by @ Street, and on the North by S Street.

3 Georgia. Muscogee County (Columbus)

1llinois. McDonough County (Mound Twp.)

Minnesota. Wright County (Rockford)

New Jersey. Westchester County (Eastchester), Suf~
folk County (Brookhaven Twp.)

North Carolina. Gaston County (South Point and River
Bend Twps.), and Cleveland County (Twp. No. 2).

Ohio, Hamilton County (Cincinnati) and Clinton County
{(Wayne Twp.)

South Dakota, Union County (Jefferson Twp.)

Texas. Ellis County (J.P. No. 6, Mountain Peak and
Ovilla Precinet), Hood County (Precinct No. 5), Rusk
County (No. 6 and J.P. No. 7), Trinity County
(Trinity town and Precinct No. 2), and Kaufman

County (Kaufman).

These three rolls are indexed (A-J and K-Z) on two
microfilm rolls, Archives Publication M496.

A number of the special schedules of Union veterans of the
Civil War and their widows were saved, including those for
U.S. vessels and Navy yards, and these were ):mcrofllmed as
Archives Publication M123,

State and Territorial Censuses

In addition to the 1885 censuses discussed above, many
States and territories took their own censuses at various times.
Some were fairly detailed; others contained little more than
counts. They are not within the scope of this document, but
they are described in State Censuses: An Annotated Bibliog-
raphy of Censuses of Population Taken After the Year 1790 by
States and Territories of the United States, Prepared by Henry
J. Dubester, Library of Congress, Washington, DC: Govern-
ment Printing Office, 1948, 73 pages (reprinted by Burt Fran-
klin, New York, NY; ISBN 0-83370-927-5). Extant schedules
are available on microfiche from KTO Microform, Millwood,
NY.



Figure 2. CENSUS MICROFILM PUBLICATION AND ROLL NUMBERS
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(A dash (—) in the column means that no census was taken or Soundex prepared. “No” in the colurmn means that the census was taken but no manuscript copies are known to exist.)

o 1910
State 1790 | 1800 | 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1880 (11»2337) 1900 1900 § 1910 | Soundex | 1920 1920
k M637 | M32 | M252 | M33 M19 M704 M432 1653 M503 T9 | Soundex | Yoo | T628 | Soundex | Te24 i T6251 | Soundext
1]
Alabama - No No No 14 116 124 1-36 145 135 T734 (i) 144 | TI030 | 187 | Ti2s9
114 1180 1140
Alaska - - - - - - - - - No No No 188 | Tioa1 | 148 -
1832 116 1750
Arizona —- - - - - - SoeNew | “SeeNew | 46 36,37 13 No 4548 | TI032 | 3842 -
Mexico | Mexico 12 122
468 712
Arkansas - - - No 5 1720 25.32 3154 4167 3860 736 No 4980 | T1033 | 4368 | TI1260
148 1132 1139
California - - - - - - 3336 5672 6893 61-86 787 No 81-116 | T1034 69 T1261
1-34 1-198 111 1272
Colorado - - - - - - - See 9495 87-93 T738 No | 117130 | T1035 | 112 -
Kansas 17 168 126
348
Connecticut 1 13 14 13 611 2132 3151 7393 | 96117 | 94110 | T739 No | 131152 | Ti036 | 127- -
(T498)1 1.25 1-107 144
Delaware 3No 4 4 4 1213 3334 52:55 95-100 | 199192 | 111120 '1‘1731 No | 153157 Tlx?gv 144% -
¥ g 1
Disteict of Columbia] See 5 No 5 14 35 5667 | 101105 .| 123127 | 121424 | T742 @ | 156164 | Ti038 | 149 -
Md&Va 19 118 1-42 155
Florida - - - - 15 36 5840 | 106110 | 128133 | 125132 | 743 No | 165177 | T1089 | 156 | T1%2
116 1-59 169 1.84
Georgia Ne “No No 610 1621 3763 6196 | 111158 | 134184 | 133172 | T4 @) 178230 | T1040 | 170- | T1263
186 1211 220 1174
Hawali - - - - - - - - - - - No 1833 | T1041 | 1751- -
1887 130 1755
Idsho - - - - - - - - 185 173 T746 No | 231284 | Tia2 | om- -
12 119 228
Hlinois - - 5No 1112 2225 5473 | 97134 | 154241 | 186295 | 174262 | T746 @ | 235856 | Ti043 | 9220 | T1%4
1143 1479 337 1491
Indiana - No No 1815 26-32 74100 | 135181 | 242309 | 206373 | 26392¢ | TH47 No | 857-414 | Ti044 | 338 -
198 1-252 389
Towa - - - - See 101-102 | 182189 | 310346 | 374427 | 325371 | 1748 No | 415468 | Ti045 | 390- -
Missouri 178 . 1198 430
7273
Kansas - - - - - - - 346-352 | 428443 | 372400 | 749 No | 469505 | Tiod6 | 431- | Ti%68
151 1-147 461 1206
Kentucky No "No 59 1629 3342 | 103126 | 190228 | 353406 | 444504 | 401446 | T750 1.8 | BOG555 | TI04T | 462 | TI266
1-83 1-198 506 1-194
Louisiana - - 10 30-32 4345 | 127135 | 2290247 | 407481 | 505535 | 447474 | T761 45 | 566586 | Ti048 | 507 | Ti267
155 1-146 535 1132
Maina 2 68 | 1112 | 3339 4652 | 136155 | 248276 | 432455 | 536565 | 475492 | TT52 67 | 567603 | Tio4e | 53 -
(h481)1 128 179 548
Morylanl 3 912 | 1316 | 4046 5358 | 166172 | 277302 | 45685 | 566699 | 493518 | 'T763 810 | 604630 | Ti0S0 | 548 -
{T498)1 147 1127 570
Massachusetts 4 1319 | 1792 | 4755 5068 | 173202 | 303945 | 485534 | 600659 | 519568 | T754 | 11-16 | 631697 { TI06L | 571 -
(T498)1 170 1314 633
Michigan - - No 56 69 203212 | 346-366 | 535-566 | 660715 | 569614 | T755 | 17-21 | 698785 | Ti052 | 634 | T1268
173 1-259 688 1-253
Minnesota - - - - - - 367 567576 | 716719 | 615638 | T756 8 | 756798 | T1083 | 689 -
(1857: | {T132) 137 | 223 1181 730
T1175 113
15) .
Mississippi - No No 5758 7071 | 213218 | 368390 | 577604 | 720754 | 639670 | TSV 2 | 799835 | Ti054 | 781 | T1269
169 1155 765 1118
Miseouri - - No No 7273 | 220933 | 391424 | 605664 | 756826 | 671741 | T68 | 2134 | 836908 | Ti0S5 | 766 | TI2N0
1114 1300 826 1-285
Montana - - - - - - - See 827 142 1759 35 | 908915 | Tios6 | 899 -
Nebraska 12 140 837
Nebraske - - - - - - - 665 828833 | 743757 | TY60 | 3638 | 916942 | T1057 | 83% ~
122 1107 857
Nevada - - - - - - Soe Utah | See Utsh | 834835 | 756758 | T761 39 43 Ti058 | 858 -
919 1314 13 i 859
New Hampshire 5 2 2325 | 5961 T478 | 234246 | 425441 | 666681 | 836850 | 760769 | T762 40 | 944952 | Ti050 | 860- -
(T498)1 113 1-52 866
New Jersey 8No No No No 7983 | 247-263 | 442466 | 682711 | 851892 | 770801 | 63 @3) | 953998 | Ti060 | 867 -
43 | 4143 1-203 912
New Mexico - - - - - - 467470 | T12716 | 893897 | 802804 | T764 44 | 9991003 | TiO6L | 913 -
146 123 910
New York 6 2198 | 2637 | 6279 84117 | 263353 | 471618 | 717885 | 8981120 | 805949 | 'T765 3 |10041379] TI062 | 920- -
(1498)2 1187 | 4557 1766 | 1094
North Carolina 7 2934 | 3843 | 8085 118125 | 354374 | 619656 | 886927 |1121-1166] 950988 | 766 @) |1180-1225] T1003 | 1095 | Tiom
{T498)2 179 58 1168 | 1137 | 1178
North Dakota - - - - - - - 9 18 | %1115 | T 56 112261234 T1064 | 1138 -
16 1-36 1149
Ohio - No No 8695 126142 | 375434 | 657741 | 9281054 |1167-1284| 9891078 | 767 @) 112951334] Tw085 | 11s0- | Tione
1143 | 6075 1195 1418

1241
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Figure 2. CENSUS MICROFILM PUBLICATION AND ROLL NUMBERS—Continued

(A dash (—) in the column means that no census was taken or Soundex prepared. “No” in the column means that the census was taken but no manuscript copies are known to exist.)

" 1910
State 1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1880 (i?‘?l())'l) 1900 1800 1910 | Soundex | 1920 1920
M637 M32 M252 M33 Mi9 M704 M432 M653 M593 T9 Soundex M123 T623 Soundex | T624 i or T6251 | Soundext
iracode
Oklahoma - - - - - - - See No - No 076 113351344 'TI066 | 1242- | T1273
Arkanses 143 1277 1143
5254
Oregon - e - - - - 42 1055-1056 | 1285-1288 1 1080-1084 | T768 K 134513531 T1067 1278- -
1-8 153 1281
Pennsylvania 8,9 35-44 44-57 96-114 143-166 435503 | 743840 | 1067-1201 | 1289-1470 | 1085-1208 | 'T769 7891 |1354-1503] T1068 1292- 11274
(T498)2 1-168 1590 1435 1688
Rhode Island 10 4546 58-69 1156117 167-168 504506 | 841-847 | 12021211 | 1471-1480 | 12091216 T770 92 15041513} 'T1069 1436 -
(T498)3 111 1-49 1445
South Carolina 11 47-50 6062 | 118121 169173 | 507-516 | 848868 | 1212-1238 | 1481-1512)1217-1243 | 'T771 93 1514-1645 [ T1070 1446 Ti275
(T498)3 1-56 1124 1474 1-93
South Dakota - — - - - - - 94 118 9111115 T740 {3) 1546-1556 | T1071 1475~ -
16 94 1-44 1489
Tennessee No HNo 63 | 1120425 | 174182 | 517537 | 869907 | 12391286 { 15131572 12441287 T772 | 9508 |15571606) TIOT2 [ 1480 | T1276
1-86 1187 1526 1-142
Texas - - - - 18 - 908918 | 1287-1312 | 1573-1609 | 12881334 | 1773 (3) 1607-1681 | T1073 1527- T1277
1477 99-102 } 1-286 1601 1-262
Utsh - - - - - - 919 1313-1314 | 1610-1613 | 1335-1339 |  T774 103 16821688 T1074 1602- -
17 1-29 1611
Vermont 12 51-62 64-65 126128 183-188 538-548 | 920-931 | 13151329 | 1614-1629 | 1340-1350 | T776 105 16891696 T1075 1612- o
(T498)3 115 141 1618
Virginia (T498)3 LNy 66-71 129142 189-201 549-579 | 932993 | 1330-1397 |1630-1682 { 13511395 | 'TV76 106107 [ 16971740 | T1076 1619- T1278
182 1-164 1652 1-183
Washington - - - - - - 742 1398 1683 |1396-1388 | T777 108 117411754 T1077 1658 | -
14 110 1675
West Virginia See See See See See See See See 16841702 1399-1416| 'T778 | 109110 | 17551776 T1078 1676~ Ti279
Virginia | Virginia | Virginia| Virginia | Virginia | Virginia | Virginia | Virginia 182 192 | 1699 | 1108
Wisconsin - - - See See 580 994-1009 | 1399-1438 | 1703-1747 | 1417-1463 | 1779 | 111-116 {1777-1825 | T1079 1700 -
Michigan | Michigan 151 1188 | 1744
Wyoming - - - - - - - See 1748 1454 T780 117 | 1826-1827| T1080 1145- -
Nebraska 1 114 1747
Military & Naval - - - - - - - - - - - 104 (18381842 ’I‘llggl 1784 -
Indian Territory - - - - - - - - - - - 76 18431854 T1082 See See
142 Okla, Okla.
Institutions - - - - - - - - - - - - - T1083 - -
18
Puerto Rico - - - - - - - - - - - - - No 1756 No
1783
*Schedules reproduced on M407 (with roll numbers shown in d)arentheses) are fragmen remains only. Most of the 1890 population census records were lost in a fire in 1921. M123 consists
of special schedules enumerating Union veterans and widows of Unjon veterans of the Civil War; M496 is an index to these.

1Roll numbers to be assigned (with Soundex in the sequence M1548 to M1605). The National Archives will announce roll numbers and prices together with ordering information in the fall or

of 1991-1992.

t?{‘lxl‘.am; part in State Department of Archives and History, Mon , Al

21864 territorial census schedules are in the custody of the Secretary of taw Phoemx, AZ those for 1866, 1867, and 1869 are in the Natxonal Archives,

3See reconstruction in Leon deValinger, Reconstructed 1790 Census of Dy of the N: 1 Society, Vol. 10, Washington, DC, 1954,
4S(:hedules for Oglethorpe County are in the Georgia Department of Archives and History, Atlanta GA.

5Schedules for Randolph Count; are in the Illinois State Library, Springfield IL.

,‘;See reconstruction in Charles Brunk Heinemann and Gaius Marcus Brumbaugh, First Census of Ke ky, 1790, Washi DC, 1940.

See reconstruction in Garrett Glenn Clift, comp., Second Census of Kentucky, 1800, Fravkfort, KY, 1954.
8C<mntg tax lists for 1783 exist on microfilm.

akota Territory census schedules in the State Historical Society Library, ke, ND.
101880 territorial census records in Oldal Historical S , Oklah C1t 0 )
*!Gpe reconstruction in Pollyana Creehnom, Early East Tennessoe Tax Pa yyers, The East T Historical Society Publications 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 30, and 31 (1951-1959).

2560 also Compilation of Tennesses Census Reports, 1820 {microfilm bhcat.lon T911, 1 roll).
13The Texas Stgtes Archives, Austin, has extant Texas census sched\S:s
Qua{tersg;ilol. 40, No 49 {June 1952) and following.
for Accomac County only in Vnrgmxa State Library, Richmond, VA.

10

for 1829-36, repnnmd in Marion Day Mullins,*The First Census of Texes, 1928-36,” National Genealogical Society
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Figure 3.
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AVAILABILITY OF MORTALITY SCHEDULES

In 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880, and 1885 (see above), the census
included inquiries about persons who had died in the year
immediately preceding the enumeration. In general, the ques-
tions covered these topics:

Name

Age at last birthday

Sex
Race
Marital status

Figure 4. MORTALITY SCHEDULES

Profession, occupation, or trade

State, territory, or country of birth of person and parents
Length of residence in county

Month in which person died

Disease or cause of death

Place where disease contracted (if not at place of death)
Name of attending physician

The following chart (fig. 4) is a checklist of existing schedules.

This listing provides by State and year the available mortality schedules. Where the schedule has a National Archives publication number (M,
T, GR, A, etc.) that number is listed, If the publication was issued by a State archives or other organization, that organization is listed as the
originator. Where there is no microfilm publication and the mortality schedule is available in book form only, that is indicated in the individual
entry. If “manuscript”’ is indicated, the schedule has not been published and is available only at the holding institution.

State 1850 1860 1870 1880 1885
Alabama Alabama Dept. of ADAH ADAH ADAH
Archives and
History (ADAH)
Avrxizona New Mexico State T655 T655
Records Center and
Arxchives (NMSRCA)
Arkensas - Arkansas History AHC AHC AHC
Commission (AHC)
California UC Berkeley BL BL BL
Bancroft Lib. (BL)
Colorado T655 T655 Mi58
Connecticut Connecticut State CSL CSL CSL
Library (CSL)
Delaware Al1155 Al1155 Al1155 Al155
District of Columbia T855 T655 T655 T655
Florida T1168 T1168 Tiie8 T1168 M845
Georgia T655 T655 T655 T655
Idaho (book form) Idaho State Historical | ISHS
Society (ISHS)
llinois T1133 T1133 T1133 T1133
Indiana Indiana State IsL ISL ISL
Library (ISL)
Iowa All56 Al156 Al1156 Al1156
Kansas T1130 T1130 T1130
Kentucky T655 T655 T655 1655
Louisiana T655 T655 T655 T655
Maine Maine State MSA MSA MSA
Archives (MSA) ‘ :
Maryland Maryland State Law | MSLL MSLL MSLL
Library (MSLL)
Massachusetts GR19 GR19 GR19 T1204
T1204 T1204 T1204
Michigan T1163 T1163 T1163 Ti163
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AVAILABILITY OF MORTALITY SCHEDULES—Continued

Figure 4. MORTALITY SCHEDULES—Continued

Thig listing provides by State and year the available mortality schedules. Where the schedule has a National Archives publication number (M,
T, GR, A, etc.) that number is listed. If the publication was issued by a State archives or other organization, that organization is listed as the
originator. Where there is no microfilm publication and the mortality schedule is available in book form only, that is indicated in the individual

exbry. If “manmscript”’ is indicated, the schedule has not been published and is available only at the holding institution.

State 1850 1860 1870 1880 1885

Minnesota Minnesota Historical | MHS MHS MHS

Society (MHS)

{manuscript)
Mississippi Mississippi Dept. MDAH MDAH MDAH

of Archives and

History (MDAH)
Missouri State Historical SHSM SHSM SHSM

: Society of Missouri

(SHSM)
Montana . GR6 GRS
Nebraska T1128 T1128 Ti1i28 M352
Nevada Nevada Historical NHS (manuscript)

Society (NHS)
{manuscript)

New Hampshire New Hampshire State | NHSL NHSL NHSL

Lib. (NHSL)
New Jersey GR21 GR21 GR21 GR21
New Mexico NMSRCA NMSRCA NMSRCA. NMSRCA M846
New York New York State NYSA NYSA NYSA

Archives (NYSA)
North Carolina GR1 ' GR1 GR1 GR1
North Dakota South Dakota State | SDSHS SDSHS State Historical Soc.

Historical Society of North Dakota
{(SDSHS) {manuscript)

Ohio T1159 T1159 T1159 T1159
Oregon Oregon State Library | OSL OSL OSL

(OSL)
Pennsylvania T956 T956 T956 T956
Rhode Island Rhode Island State

Axchives
{manuscript)
South Carolina GR22 GR22 GR22 GR22
South Dakota SDSHS SDSHS SDSHS GR27
Tennessee T655 T655 T655
Texas T1134 T1134 T1134 Ti134
GR7

Utah {book form) (book form) GR7
Vermont Vermont Dept. of VDL (manuscript} GR7 VDL {manuscript)

Libraries (VDL)

{manuscript)
Virginia Ti182 T1132 T1132 T1132
Washington OSL Alib4 Allb4 Al154
West Virginia West Virginia Dept of | WVDAH WVDAH WVDAH

Archives and History

(WVDAH)
Wisconsin State Historical SHSW SHSW SHSW

Society of Wisconsin

{SHSW)
Wyoming {book form) (book form)
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Cartoon appearing in August 18, 1860, issue of The
Saturday Evening Post. Courtesy: Library of Congress.

THE GREAT TRIBULATION.

Cessus MarsmAL.—‘‘I jist want to know how many of yez is deaf, dumb, blind, insane
and idiotic—likewizse how many convicts there is in the family—what all your ages are,
especially the old woman and the yomig ladies-—and how many dollars the old gentleman
i3 woﬂh i ’

| [Tremendous sensation all round the tatle.]
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PRINCIPAL DATA COLLECTION FORMS, 1790-1990

The early census acts prescribed the inquiries in each mitted their returns in whatever form they found convenient
decenmnial census, but the U.S. Government did not furnish uni- (and sometimes with added information); from 1800 to 1820,
form printed schedules until 1830. In 1790, the marshals sub- the States provided schedules of varying size and typeface.

15



1790

GENERAL POPULATION SCHEDULE USED IN PENNSYLVANIA

(This schedule is unusual; it contains “professions and occupations” —information collected for a Philadelphia city directory
which Clement Biddle, the U.S. marshal for Pennsylvania, published in 1791. )
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Under ten years of age.

Of ten and under fixteen.

Of fixteen and under twenty-
| fix including heads of families.

Of vwenty-fix and under
Jorty-five,

including heads of families.

l of forty-five and upavards, in-

cluding heads of families.
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Under ten years of age.

Of ten and under fixteen.

Of fixteen and under twenty-
Sy including beads of families.

Of twentysfix and under
Sorty-frve,
including heads of families.

Of forty-five and uwpwards,
including heads of families.
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1810

GENERAL POPULATION SCHEDULE USED IN THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS
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61

GENERAL POPULATION SCHEDULE USED IN THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS

¥REE WHITE MALES. FREE WHITE FEMALES.

FREE

COLORED PERSONS.

Riales.

NAMES

OoF

HEADS OF FAMILIES.

five, including heads of families.
si%, including heads of families.

cluding heads of families.

including heads of families.
Free white males of twenty-six_and under forty-]

Free whitc males of sixteen and under twenty-six,
Free white males of forty-five and upwards, in-
Free white feales under ten years of age.

Free white females of sixteen and under twenty-|

Free white males of ten and under sixteen.
Free while males beirceen sixteen and eighleen.,

_Free white females of ten and under sixteen.

Free white males under ten years.

Females.

five, including heads of families.

Free white femaler of forty-five and upwards, in-|
cluding heads of families.

Free white females of twenty-six and under forty-
Nusnber of persons engaged in Agricullure,
Number of persons engaged in Manufpctures.
Males of twenty-six and under forty-five.

Number of persone engaged in Commerce.
Males of fourteen and under twenty-six.

Males of forty-five and upwards,

Males under fourteen years,

Foreigners nol naturalived,
Females under I‘ourteen‘ years,

Females of fourteen and under twenty-aix,

Females of twenty-six and under forty-five,

Females of forty-five and upwards,

AN other pewrons exeept Indians not tased.
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INSTRUCTIONS TO MARSHALS—-CENSUS OF 1820

The interrogatories to be put at each dwelling house, or to the head of every family,
are definitely marked in relation to the various classes of inhabitants discriminated
in the several columns of the schedule, by the titles at the head of each column.
That of the name of the head of each family, must indeed be varied according to its
eircumstances, as it may be that of a master, mistress, steward, overseer, or other
principal person therein. The subsequent inquiries, How many free white males
under 10 years there are in the family? How many of 10 and under 167 etc., will
follow in the order of the columns, gut, to facilitate the labor of your assistants,
a printed list of all the interrogatories for enumeration, believed to be necessary, is
inclosed; (No.5) in which all the questions refer to the day when the enumeration
is to commence; the first Monday in August next. Your assistants will thereby

' understand that they are to insert in their returns all the persons belongmﬁtohthe
family on the first Monday in August, even those who may be deceased at the time
when they take the account; and, on the other hand, that they will not include in it,
infants born after that day. This, though not prescribed in express terms by the act,
is the undoubted intention of the legislature, as manifdsted by the clause providing
that every person shall be recorded as of the family in which he or she shall reside
on the first Monday in August.

1t will be necessary to remember, that the numbers in the columns of free white
malesbetween 16 and 18—{oreigners not naturalized—persons engaged in agriculture—
persons enga%ed in comuwerce—persons engaged in manufactures—must not be added
to the general regates, of which the sum {otal is to be opposed. All the persons
included within these columns must necessarily be included also in one of the other
columng,  Those, for instance, between 16 and 18, will all be repeated in the column
of those between 16 and 26. The foreigners not naturalized, and those engaged in
the three principal walks of life, will als¢ be included in the columns embracing their
respective ages. In the printed form of a schedule herewith inclosed, the description
at the top of these colurnns is printed in italics, and the division lines between the
columns themselves are double ruled, with 2 view to distinguish them from the other
coluuing, the sums of which are to go to the general aggregate. In preparing their
schedules from this form, your assistants will find it uselul, for convenienceanﬁ accu-
racy, to distingnish those columns, by ruling them with red ink, or in some other
manner, which may keep them scparate from the others, by 2 sensible impression
coustantlygperating upon the mind.

The discrimination between persons engaged in agriculture, commerce, and many-
factures, will not be without its difficalties. . No inconsiderable portion of the popu-

lation will probably be found, the individuals of which being asked, to which of
those classes they belong, will answer, to all three. Yet, it is obviously net the!
intention of the legislature that any one individual should be included in more than
one of them—of those whose oceupations are exclusively agricaltural or commercial,
there can seldom arise a question, and in the column of manufactures will be included

not only all the persons employed in what the act more specifically denominates
manufacturing establishments, but all those artificers, handicrafis men, and mechanics,
whose labor 18 preeminently of the hand, and not upon the field.

By persons engaged in agricalture, commerce, or muuufactures, your assistants
will understand that they are to insert in those columns, not whole families, includ-
ing infants and superannuated persons, but only those thus engaged by actual occupa-
tion. This construction is given to the act, becanse it is believed to be best adapted
to fulfill the intentions of the legislatare, and because, being susceptible of the other,
it might be differently construed by different persons employed in the enumeration,
and thus destroy the uniformity of returns, essential to a satisfactory result.

Besides this enumeration of manufactures, the wmarshals and their assistants are
required, by the tenth section of the act to take an account of the several manufuc-
turing estoblishments and their manufaclures, within their several districts, territories,
and divisions; and the meaning of the legislature, by this provision, is illustrated by
the clause in the oaths of the marshals and sssistants, that they will take an account
of the manufactures, except houschold manufactures, from which it seems fairly deduci-
ble, that, in the intentlon of the legistature, persons employed only upon household
manufactures are not to be incladed in the column of persons bearing that denomi-
nation, the occupation of manufacturing being, in such cases, only incidental, and
%3 the profession properly marking the class of society to which such individual

ongs. .

This, then, offers a criterion by which your assistants may select the column of
ovcupation to which each individual may be set down; namely, to that which is the
principal and not the occasional, or.incidental, occupation of his life.

The more particular the account of manuafactures can be made, the more satisfactory
will the returns prove. Among the papers inclosed is an alphabetical list of manu-
factures (No. 6), which may facilitate the labor of your sassistants, but which they
will not consider as complete. It is intended merely to give a direction to their
inquiries, and each of them will add to it every manufacture not included in it and
of which he takes an account within his division. A printed form (No. 7) is likewice
inclosed, of inquiries to be made in relation to manufacturing establishments, on 1.
sheet of paper, upon which the information requested may be written and returned.
In every case when it can be conveniently done, your assistant will do well to give
this form to some person principally concerned in the manufacturing establishmer
requesting him to give the information desired himself.

The execution of the fifth section of the act requires the further interrogatories,
whether any person, whose usual abode was in the family on the first Monday of
August, 1820, be absent therefrom: at the time of the inguiry made: and, if so, the
sex, age, color, and condition, of such person are to be asked, and warked in the
proper columan, in the return of the family. It follows, of course, that any person
who, at the time of taking the nunber of any family, has his usual abode in it, is,
nevertheless, not to be included in the return of that family, if his usual place of
abode was, on the first Monday of August, in another family. The name of every
person having no settled place of residence, is to be inserted in the column of the
schedule allotted for the heads of families in the division where such person shall be
on the first Monday of August.
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1830

“SCHEDULE OF THE WHOLE NUMBER OF PERSONS”
(18%x16”, 2 pp., printed on two sides).
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INSTRUCTIONS TO MARSHALS—CENSUS OF 1830

The execution of the fifth section of the act requires the further interrogatories,
whether any person, whose usual abode was in the family on the 1st day of June,
1830, be absent therefrom at the time of making the inquiry, and if so, the sex, age,
color, and condition, are to be agsked and marked in the proper column,in the
return of the family. It follows, of course, that any person, who, at the time of
taking the enumeration of any family, has his abode in it, is, nevertheless, not to be
included in the return of that family, if his usual place of abode, was, on the Ist day of
June, in another family. The name of every person, having no settled place of resi- .
dence, is to be insertéd in the column of the schedule, allotted for the heads of
families, in the division where such person shall be on the 1st day of June, and, of
course, also in one of the other columns, according to the age and condition of such
person. - .

To facilitate the labor of your assistants, a printed list of all the interrogatories for
enumeration is inclosed (No. 3), in which all the questions refer to the day when
the enumeration is to commence—the Ist day of next June. Your assistants will
also bear in mind to include all persons of a family (except Indians not taxed) who
were members thereof on the 1st day of June, 1830, whether present or not, and not -
to include any person whose usual abode was not in the family they are enumerating
on the said 1st day of June. They will, of course, include such persons as may
have deceased after that day, and will not include in it infants born after that day.
This, though not prescribed in express terms by the act, is the undoubted intention
of the legislature, as manifested by the clause, providing that every person shall be
recorded as of the family in which he or she shall reside on the 1st day of June,
1830.
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“SCHEDULE OF THE WHOLE NUMBER OF PERSONS”
(18127 x 16, 2 pp., printed on two sides).

(face)

p within the division alistted to

SCHEDULE of the whele number of por

(No. 4.}

PRYALES.

FREL COLORRD $ERIONS,

uatza

FREZ WiINTE PRRIOHS, INCLUDINE HRADD OF FAMILILY.

HALE