
4 A CENTURY OF POPULATION GROV\'TH. 

of all ages, including negroes and mulattoes; and that 
it should be recommended to the colonial authorities 
to ascertain in the most confidential manner their 
respectiYe populations, and to send the returns, prop
erly authenticated, to Congress. :Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island took a censas upon this recommenda
tion in 177G, but most of the colonies failed to comply. 
In ~ovember, 1781, a resolution vrns introduced in 
Congress recommending to the several states that 
they make un enumeration of their lrhite inhabitants 
pursuant to the ninth article of the Confederation. 
The resolution failed to pass and the article ·was 
inoperative. Several of the states, however, made 
an enumeration about this time. The question of 
a settlement of the national debt became continually 
more serious, and the unwillingness of some of the 
states to order a general census and assume their 
equitable proportion made it apparent that a complete 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the country could 
never be made except by a central directing authority. 
Hence, when the Constitutional Convention met, all 
members seem to have been agreed that a provision 
for a Federal census at stated intervals should be 
incorporated in the Constitution. 

CENSUSES PRIOR TO 1790. 

The following table shows the number of official 
censuse~ of the inhabitants, of which record has been 
found, made in each of the colonies before 1790: 
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The table shows that 38 censuses of various colonies 
were taken, V{ithin the area of the original thirteen 
states, before the first enumeration was made in Great 

Britain. Apparently the British Government desired· 
more definite statistical information regarding its col
onies than it required concerning the British Isles. 

New York and Rhode Island developed the greatest 
aptitude for census taking; of the total of 38 enumera
tions made before the date of the first Federal census, 
18, or more than half, were made in these two colo
nies-11 in the former and 7 in the latter. The people 
of :Massachusetts and Connecticut manifested consid
erable opposition to census taking, seeing no adYantage 
in it to themselves, and fearing that in some Viray the 
information obtained vrnuld be used by the British 
authorities to their disadvantage. The first census em.
bracing all the inhabitants of Connecticut was t:aken in 
1756, and the first in Massachusetts not until 1764-
when the general court, after continued demands from 
the governor, and fearing longer to irritate British au
thority, ordered a general census. Pennsylvania and 
Delaware, as "\\"ell as the Southern colonies, present a 
marked contrast to New York; so far as appe~irs, the 
Federal census of 1790 was the first thorough enumera
tion ever made within the borders of any o:f them, 
except Virginia. 

The records of enumerations before 1790 are in many 
cases fragmentary; often totals only are given, and in 
some instances the results of the same enumeration are 
reported differently by different authorities. It must 
be remembered, however, that correct enumeration of 
any community is at 9est a difficult task, and the re
sults of early censuses in every country haYe been 
inaccurate and disappointing. The later censuses in 
the Colonial period and most of those of the Conti
nentaI period, 1vere more accurate, and compare well 
with the first Federal census. 

The follo1ving paragraphs present, for each of the 
colonies in turn, the general results of all known enu
merations up to 1790, together with the estimates 
made by colonial governors and other officials which 
appear to possess a fair degree of accuracy, and also 
certain estimates by modern students of Colonial popu
lation. The results of all pre-Constitutional censuses 
are presented in detail on pages 149 to 185. In the 
summaries and more extended tables which follow, the 
population as sho\vn by the first Federal census, 1790, 
is included for comparison. 

1Vew Hamp8ltire.-"None of the figures given below 
include the Vermont towns. 

Estimates. Censuses. 

lf>41...................................................... 1,000 ·······-···· -
1675 ••••.••......•.... ···································- 4,000 . ••····•·••• 
HiSG................................... ................... 6,000 ............• 
1716 •..•..•.....•......•.........•.•... ········•······•··· 9,000 ..••...•..•• -
1721...................................................... 9,500 ···········• -
1732. .. . . . . .. ... .. . . .. . . . ...... .. .. .. . . .. . . ... . . . .. .. . . ... 12,500 ............• 
1742 ••.•••••...•••......•..•....•.••..•...•.••.•..•••• - . . • 24,000 ....••.••••• 
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