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TOTAL POPULATION, INCREASE, AND DISTRIBUTION. 

Population of the sta.te.-Colorado was organized 
as a territory i;n February, 1861, uncl in August, 
1876, was admitted to the Union as the thirty-eighth 
st1tte. According to the Fourteenth Census, taken 
as of January 1, 1920, its population is 939,629, 
which r~presents an increase of 140,605, or 17.6 per 
cent, over the 1910 figure'. During the same period 

the population of the United St11tes incrciLSO(l by 14.fl 
per cent. 

The following summary shows the population of 
Colorado from 1860 to 1920, inclusive, together with 

··the number and per cent of increase in each. decade, 
in comparison with the per cent of increase for the 
Ullited.States as a whok 

POPULATION OF COLORADO: 1860 TO 1920. 
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_states. I 
939, 629 140, 605 : 17. 6 II 14. 9 I 
799, 024 259, 324 48. 0 !I 21. 0 1· 
530, 700 126, 451 30. 6 . 20. 7 
413, 249 218, 922 112. 1 25. 5 I· 
194,327 154,463 387.5 I 30. 1 

39, 864 5, 587 16. 3 I 22. 6 ! 
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' I'opulation or tiroa orgnulzed in ISUl us Colorado terr!tor;v, ):mt includeu in K11mus, Nebraska, Now Mexico, und Utul! · 
· terntones m 18Gll. . . 

Counties.-Colorado has 63 counties, of which 17 
show decreases in population since HllO. (See Table 1.) 
The following changes have been made in the bound­
aries of the counties since 1910: Parts of Conejos and 
Costilla Counties were taken to form Alamosa County, 
part· of Otero Colinty was taken to .form Crowley 
County, part of Routt County w·as taken to form 
Moffat County, part of Jefferson County was annexed 
to Gilpin County, parts of Montrose and San Miguel 
Counties "'.ere annexed to Ouray County, and part of 
Ouray County was annexe.d to Montrose County. 
Because of the formation of the three new counties 
it .has been necessary, in preparing the maps on page 
3, which show the rates of increase or decrease in total 
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and rural population since 1910, to combine Alamosa, 
Conejos, and Costilla Counties, to combine Crowley 
and Otero Counties, and to combine :Moffat imtl Routt. 
Counties. 

Density of population.-The total fand area of the 
state is 103,658 square miles. The average numoer 
of persons to the square mile in 1920 is 9.1 (sec 
Table 1), as against 7.7 in 1910 and 5.2 in 1900. 

Minor civil divisions.-The political units into which 
counties are divided are collectively termed ''minor 
civil divisions." The 63 counties of Colorado are 
made up of 1,213 primt1ry divisions, comprising 1,207 
election precincts, for which the population is pre­
sented so far as reported separately, nnd 6 cities. (See 


