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TOTAL POPULATION, INCREASE, AND DISTRIBUTION. 

Population of the state.-N orth Dakota, with 
houndaries ns t1t present, was orgtmized as a state 
from a part of Dakota territory and was admitted to 
the Union in November, 1889. (The two Dakotas, 
which were admitted by the same act of Congress, 
were the thirty-ninth and fortieth states to enter the 
Union.) Dakota territory was organized in 1861, 
1md at that time included the region now constituting 
the greater part of Montana and nearly half of Wyo­
ming, but the organization of Idaho territory in H\(i:3 
and Wyoming territory in 1868 reduced the aren of 
Dukota territory to substantiully that of the present 
states of North and South Dakota. 

Aceording to the Fourtceutl1 CeusuH, takf'11 as nl 
January 1, rn::w, tho population of North Dn1~otn is 
· 646,872, which represents un increase of G9,81ii, or 
12.1 per cent, since 1910. During tll<\ same pPriod 
the population of the United States increasC\d by 14.\J 
percent. The following summary shows the impulution 
of North Di1kota from 1390 to 1H20, indusivc, together 
with tl1e number and per cent of increase for each 
dcca1lc, in comparison with the per cent of increase 
for the United States as a whole. The population of 
that. part of Dilkota territory which now constitutes 
the state of North Dakota was aG,909 in 1880 and 
2,-105 in 1870. 

POPULATION OF NOitTlI DAKOTA: lSUO TO 1920. 
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Counties.-North Dakota has 53 counties, 4 of 
which (Golden Valley, Grant, Sioux, and Slope) havo 
hccn organizetl from parts of 2 others (Billings imd 
Morton) since 1010. Of the remaining '17 counties 
whose boundaries have remained unchtmge<l, 30 show 
increases and 11 decreases as compared with 1910. 
(See Table 1.) Because of the changes in area duo to 
the organization of the new counties it has been neces­
sary, in preparing the maps on page 3, showing rntcs 
,of increase or decrease in total and rural population, 
to combine Grant, Morton, and Sioux Counties and 
to combine Billings, Golden Valley, and Slope Counties. 
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Density of popnlation.-'l'he total lan<l an•a of t.]J(I 

state is iO, 183 square miles. The 11vernge numht'l' 
Of i11Jmbit:mts to the square UliJ(\ in lf!20 is 9.2 (S<\C 

TalJle 1), t1S against 8.2 in 1910 and '1.5 in moo. 
Minor civil divisions.--The political units into whieh 

the connti(•s are divided are collectively temw(l "miuor 
c.i\ril divisions." The counties of North Dnkotr1 are 
mu1k up of 2,119 primary divisions, comprising 1,268 
civil iownsl1ips, 297 unorganized townships (ineluding 
5 for which no population was reported in 1920), 212 
sehool to\v11Ships, 32 sehool districts, 18 olcctim1 pre­
ciucts, 92 cit.ies, 198 villages, and 2 towns. 'l'lw only 


