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PART I.-SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

THE SETTING 





POPULATION 



RECOMMENDS 

research. and consultation on th.e 
linliting complete enumeration in th.e 1960 popula" 

tion census to th.e principal items and employing sampling meth· 
ods a to if found feasible, 
the of funds and time th.at such. a simplified census 
would 



AGRICULTURE 

6. That the full census authorized for the 
be as a means of bringing up to 

last collected in the of 1950 covering 
cost is estimated at about tJ)~.~ •• uU'U.U\JU. 

year 
7. That the full decenllia.l 

1960 in ,,-',.,A.e,I ... ",'''' 

census. 



HOUSING AND CONSTRUCTION 

THE 

the census of hO'IJliilinp' the n"f·' .. n~ 

nial population census as now au1thorized. 

hn,lu:rinO' ilIn't'A't"linO' about 

made to see 
should 

11" That 



progr,am 
nn..""_1~", .. .,, can have, confidence. 

essential that the estimates of monthly construction eX)le.l1lQ).-
now compiled jointly by the Department Commerce 

and Department of Labor, nlade more 
12. That the Office of Economics, ""V'.J.~"'JU"."""'d"'''' 

feasibility of developing 
on expenditul'es for inclusion in the ..... CI.·~....,.n+ ... '" 

expenditures on construction. It is estim:ated 
of tl}.U/V.\'VV 

MANUFACTURES 



COMMrrTEE RECOMMENDS: 

complete census of manufactures scheduled for 1954 
on data be taken in 1955 on 1954 continued there .. 
after on the original five-year basis. authority would be 
required. estimated cost is about t])i).IOVU'.Uuu. 

That the annual survey c~ontinued 

strengthened to bridge the gap between 
with emphasis on and improvement 
sampling expansion of 100-percent enumeration 
to include more industries of special mobili.zation ,;::JJ.~JlU . .I.J.'-U,J.I'-·"", 

and more prompt of 

15. That, if such aaeQ1Llalte annual surveys cannot be provided, the 
biennial census manufactures should It is 
mated that would cost 

the Facts for In{J~us.tru "iitn .. ' .......... 1t'" 

tioning of the economy 
tinued .. The cost 
with an annual volume of approximately $60,000,000,000, 
in the neighborhood 

'!'hat the Bureau 
of ~ta~tistiCl:lI ~·t;aIllQarQS 

19. rrhat the Bureau continue wi.ll 
tlnlel1.ne~,s of 



THE , . .I ....... urJ..HLJ. 

BUSINESS 



reClueste,tt to conduct in 1955 on 
bm31nless now authorized on 

l*n'tTD'f"lina the 

n.~£~C!.o.l"1' current or monthly and l~etail 
'f"Dl1lnl'1r(';£ Q£'l'l1'.'.o.1I through sampling surveys should be main .. 

Slornl1thl11lP' like the present Efforts should 
lH11n.'I'·I'n:r.o. both the quality and the of 



TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

4!~ .. , .. +h,.,.'" "" ... "'.1111""0+"" be made funds to carry out 
census an:SD(>rtatj,on authorized for 

30. That of Commerce request tbe 
for Transportation to ~AlJ'1VL 
transportation and. 

a program or the 

FOREIGN TRADE 

11 



GOVERNMENTS 



THE COMMITTEE RE(;OMMENDS 

:16. a complete census of 2'O'Vel~nI1neJlts .:;J,u,',,""'U 

1956 to cover year 1955 and 
would establish new beJlcl1lm~lrJi:s 

mation not 

MECHANICAL AND ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 



THE COMMI'rrEE ltJ1JCOMMENDS 

funds in the amount of bere-
opportunity for improved equipment for 

TPonQ·filn·~·inln' ultOrmlat1[On from punch to tape. 
the National Bureau of 

AIU"",,,1"'."'I'IA1" inn' equipment 
Qu.~StlOnJlal]re to magn.~tlC 

1,n",n"'1I'ft1I,r.'ft~·Jo interest in the g'0'~Yernn1lent" 
lem of electt'onic e<luipment be .,,,,,~,,,,,,.., .. I>n 

Bureau of the Budget or to the current Commission on the 
Jrg'anizatton of the Branch of the Government. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

broadly 
nn .... l1 ...... ,j1" ... ",..,>.'" for 

"",""",,I,IVL'V, represen­
,LX,""'AU'-llo;;; rjeSlll0ndeltlts to the 

purpose of 
their needs 



RULE 

COMMrrTEE 

LEVELING THE WORKLOAD 



PUBLICATION 

COMMIT'I'EE 

be taken to nlore prompt 
tion of results of censuses and surveys. 

That the Bureau publication 
reason of small are 

>'I'IIl"h.,.,.'OI'I" to read. 



"",,,,,,,"I • .,,,,&IU,, of census pub-
lications* 

PROFESSIONAL STAFF 

SAMPLING AND RELATED RESEARCH 
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Mid-decade 
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Recommendations 
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BUSINESS 

Census of business 

.UV.L<Jk)""'" \."".Hj\:iLL.LO, and alrnost 
these contribute about 

Current statistics 



County Business Patterns 



Use of administrative records 

Uses of business statistics 



Recommendations 

llllmb('rs to 10 to II. 

TRANSPORTATION 





Recommendations 

FOREIGN TRADE 

Uses 



Attrition and erosion 

The problem 
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PART III.-STATISTICAL PROGRAMS IN A FREE SOCIETY 

The key t.o the sueeessful functioning of any human institntion 
management, whether that institution is public or privat.(), 

international or national, State or loeal, a giant business ('orporation or 
one-man retail shop, a farm or a little farm, an association or 
individual, a group or a 

GOOD MANAGEMENT AND GOOD RECORDS 

MYRIAD OF DECISIONS 

STATISTICAL NEEDS OF A FREE SOCIETY 



fl'eedOlU 

u"-,,,, .. ,, as a foundation £01' l'ernedial action 
and programs. Tlwse tendencies reflect theilllprint of sciPllee 
and the eOllviction that mall~ rational choice, cun shape his 

among the free peoples of tIll' our economy 
011 facts Hnd figures, been lise 01l1'S is a 

economy. Both tIlt' intprdidiollS o£ bny lind our business andllUtional 
traditions imposp on each elltpl'prlsP and PHell Citi:';;Pll the p,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

choicp and decision; and impose also prohibitions 
aetion ill restraint of trnde OJ' in restraint of tIlt' liberties of othprs. 

H corollary, the l'Pspollsibility of to coIled and disspmi-
nnte information is eorrl~spOll(lingl.v greatpr. 

Thp sector of 0111' 

,yjtll 1 ts 
among and local 
titioll and emulatjon IlPtwepl1 Federal and State 



CENSUS BEGINNINGS 

~-\rtiele 1, seetioll of the Constitution estahljshed the "'"');.;;,.LL.UU""i-~" 

of the Fedpral Government's statisticaJ program 
.. Heprpsentat ives and direct ttlXes shall he 
several state::-;.. to their 
(modified, with income and 
1 hat "the actual enumeration be made within three years after 
the first of the of the United and \vithin 
every term of ten yp)~U's, in sueh manner as shall 

"'_".~.L'<.V.U. n of the sarneartiele refers to or 
Pllmneration herein before directed to be taken. 

Although the of the 
were "from reflection or 

programs of the Federal 
the Bureau of the 

rln"nl"T),YY\i.,,,T to the <)L'(LL":lVL\,,<.l'.L 

DYNAMIC ECONOMY 

59 



POPULATION UPSURGE 



TECHNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION 

TRANSFORMATION OF THE ECONOMY 



the for eo]('re:etl.ve 
£~eonomy can fail to be In)Y\T''OQ,~orl 
,.,.,,·,,·TlH\t'o for future ' .... ·nTXr~h 

SUMMING UP 

programs (~ 
the Bm'pull of the 

to gTOW 

, • .LLLLH_"_L'-.L~, under 
that 

must and wiI] combat 

our economy under 
and our ,.n,y,~",,,t-, 

of l'PHsonable 



fORWARD LOOK 

and to private administration ha.s been 
the last qlUlrtpr the ,"c,lJ.lIJJekUh)'''' 

and to future 
u,"VL'Lh'HU"./O collected and analyzed 

controls that mllst hp 

appru i:::;al and expressp,s the belief 

to stat programs of the 

not one of "J'J:J"""H'LUj'~ 
a program 
lneaSlu'eUlcnt of the 

measures serve themselves as a 
for inllumpru,ble deeisions and nrvrln,no 

from 
or UV' .... A .. "'~, 

hood a business conc('rn. measures serve as the foun-
elation for the structure of current economie imlieatol's main-
tained and local governlw::m.ltal "'~\j.IILJn"J) 

4: mHlion business Of,'n,,,,.'''''}','' 

ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

The, benehmark census records are essential to eurrent and pros­
action programs. 

current \..i'<HI,~\::O 

sentative on eensus ,TnllY\'"n·.,T 

foundation \ve ,vouid have no 
of 
ing these indexes 
known totals for 

GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT 

eeonornie measure \ve 
the Nationa] 

63 



BUSINESS USERS 



DETAIL AND MINUTIAE 

DISTURBING RETROGRESSION 



'''"JU.LLLU.L census of goverlllllents. These and other In ,vs provided 
businesslike of eellSUSPS on~r tht~ of 

in the of more efllcient utilization of 
and ill the interest of avoidance of 

that had attended tl1(~ undne 





COST OF NEGLECT 







PART IV.--CENSUS ROLE, SCOPE, AND 

ROLE Of THE BUREAU Of THE CENSUS IN fEDERAL STATISTICS 

lEGAL 
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SAMPLE CENSUSES, SAMPLE SURVEYS, AND 
ESTIMATES 



PROPORTION OF TOTAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITY COVERED BY THE 
ESTABLISHMENT CENSUSES 

ments. 

r~D1"ln~":,nu"u.u".1'-l tilt' need for each 
to vyhieh thp statistics are 

n>nnnpl·",'l'iYi".u"·1 the of 

regarding the 
information. 
the eontribu-

eeonorny census programs and 
relative eontribution of each """H".-", group to the total. 

progrnn~ _______________________________ _ 

trudesl__________________ 7 
____________ 11. 

Agrlenl in re." ____________________________________________________ _ 

2. 1 
7 

p!'(!grams __________________________ .____ 2(1,1 

estutc ___________________ _ 

ser'vi(.:es._, ____ .,',.,' _____________ , __ .J!i _____________________ " ___________ _ 

All otlH~r_. ________________ . _________ _ 
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O-YEAR· SCALE IN MEN AND DOllARS 



COMPARATIVE OF RECOMMENDED PROGRAMS 



the decade of thH 1940's "with 
it bH noted (1) that 

a lnuch lower ]eyel in the 1D40's and not 
the that the population 

were slnaller in number than will 
that a number of authorized cenSllses were either not taken or not 

'A"".iLt.U' ••. ,"", in the of the 1D40's. For censnses sehHduled 
were not eOllductecL 

The virtual stabilization of costs in these 
iLnd the 1D60's results from the faet that Hit, 

the ,jL-'AJ .. LLlLl'.l.LA) 

VJ.l."")lLJ.J.J.~ the higher 
size of the eeonomy. ahead 

more, the CommiUeebelieves that a better statistical program ean 
be ~1Chieyed at no overall increase in 
,!,-,pU .. HLILJJ.VJ.,L and nntional output. 

it to 

78 







USE OF ADMINISTRA riVE RECORDS 



purposes, and no 
Bureau. The flow of -l.LLLU.' . .J.J.l(.""'U'" 

B.nd the Bureau of the 
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