
Table 2.  Durable Goods Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders and Total Inventories 1

[Estimates are shown in millions of dollars and are based on data from the Manufacturers' Shipments,  Inventories,  and Orders Survey.]

Seasonally Adjusted Not Seasonally Adjusted 

Monthly Percent Change Monthly Percent

Item          Change

Oct Sep Aug Sep - Aug - Jul - Oct Sep Oct 2020/

2020 2 2020 r 2020 Oct 2 Sep r Aug 2020 2 2020 r 2019 2019

DURABLE GOODS

   Total:           

               Unfilled Orders4……………………. 1,073,151 1,075,902 1,078,431 -0.3 -0.2 -0.6 1,064,086 1,070,623 1,140,226 -6.7

               Total Inventories………………….. 422,751 421,494 420,373 0.3 0.3 -0.1 423,120 421,554 421,189 0.5

         Excluding transportation:

               Unfilled Orders4……………………. 356,191 354,357 351,262 0.5 0.9 0.4 353,019 352,031 347,142 1.7

               Total Inventories………………….. 274,596 273,978 273,504 0.2 0.2 -0.5 273,507 273,156 281,710 -2.9

         Excluding defense:

               Unfilled Orders4……………………… 855,023 857,059 856,869 -0.2 0.0 -0.8 849,162 852,781 930,943 -8.8

               Total Inventories………………….. 397,096 395,767 394,888 0.3 0.2 -0.2 397,520 395,802 395,718 0.5

    Manufacturing with unfilled orders:

               Unfilled Orders……………………. 1,073,151 1,075,902 1,078,431 -0.3 -0.2 -0.6 1,064,086 1,070,623 1,140,226 -6.7
               Total Inventories………………….. 345,115 344,685 343,267 0.1 0.4 -0.1 345,508 344,964 342,208 1.0

    Primary metals:
               Unfilled Orders……………………. 32,463 31,819 30,830 2.0 3.2 0.6 31,405 30,953 30,035 4.6
               Total Inventories………………….. 33,592 33,539 33,120 0.2 1.3 -0.6 33,255 33,380 35,107 -5.3

    Fabricated metal products:

               Unfilled Orders……………………. 75,381 74,399 73,403 1.3 1.4 0.6 74,598 74,328 74,093 0.7
               Total Inventories………………….. 51,403 51,088 51,174 0.6 -0.2 -0.5 51,010 51,019 53,345 -4.4

    Machinery:     

               Unfilled Orders……………………. 98,587 98,412 97,661 0.2 0.8 0.4 97,770 97,681 95,843 2.0
               Total Inventories………………….. 68,839 68,913 68,916 -0.1 0.0 -0.8 68,678 69,280 72,143 -4.8

    Computers and electronic products4:

               Unfilled Orders……………………. 118,814 118,708 118,631 0.1 0.1 0.0 118,454 118,297 117,957 0.4
               Total Inventories………………….. 43,602 43,533 43,598 0.2 -0.1 -0.9 43,766 43,311 43,942 -0.4

         Computers and related products:
               Unfilled Orders……………………. 1,866 1,856 1,835 0.5 1.1 -1.0 1,866 1,856 1,973 -5.4
               Total Inventories………………….. 3,914 3,861 3,865 1.4 -0.1 0.3 3,940 3,922 3,823 3.1
       
         Communications equipment:
               Unfilled Orders……………………. 25,586 25,629 25,609 -0.2 0.1 0.2 25,617 25,494 25,533 0.3
               Total Inventories………………….. 5,291 5,325 5,263 -0.6 1.2 0.3 5,350 5,274 5,249 1.9

    Electrical equipment, appliances,    

        and components:                   

               Unfilled Orders……………………. 22,319 22,368 22,127 -0.2 1.1 1.2 22,187 22,179 20,974 5.8
               Total Inventories………………….. 19,680 19,720 19,696 -0.2 0.1 -0.3 19,566 19,400 19,833 -1.3

    Transportation equipment:    
               Unfilled Orders……………………. 716,960 721,545 727,169 -0.6 -0.8 -1.1 711,067 718,592 793,084 -10.3
               Total Inventories………………….. 148,155 147,516 146,869 0.4 0.4 0.6 149,613 148,398 139,479 7.3

         Motor vehicles and parts:
               Unfilled Orders……………………. 21,206 21,216 21,163 0.0 0.3 0.7 20,276 20,851 19,447 4.3
               Total Inventories………………….. 39,135 38,678 39,031 1.2 -0.9 -0.3 39,432 38,915 40,400 -2.4
           
         Nondefense Aircraft and parts:
               Unfilled Orders……………………. 477,606 481,274 484,479 -0.8 -0.7 -1.7 475,689 479,754 565,709 -15.9
               Total Inventories………………….. 79,151 79,070 78,381 0.1 0.9 0.8 80,161 79,566 70,152 14.3

         Defense Aircraft and parts:       
               Unfilled Orders……………………. 80,627 81,871 83,962 -1.5 -2.5 -0.1 78,994 81,157 83,053 -4.9
               Total Inventories………………….. 12,451 12,437 12,431 0.1 0.0 0.8 12,467 12,418 12,160 2.5

    All other durable goods:           

               Unfilled Orders……………………. 8,627 8,651 8,610 -0.3 0.5 1.1 8,605 8,593 8,240 4.4
               Total Inventories………………….. 57,480 57,185 57,000 0.5 0.3 0.0 57,232 56,766 57,340 -0.2

    Capital goods3:
               Unfilled Orders……………………. 771,035 773,558 775,301 -0.3 -0.2 -0.7 766,490 770,870 844,094 -9.2
               Total Inventories………………….. 215,062 215,032 214,291 0.0 0.3 0.2 216,365 215,623 208,653 3.7

           Nondefense capital goods:

               Unfilled Orders……………………. 591,326 594,065 594,035 -0.5 0.0 -1.1 589,545 592,145 676,526 -12.9
               Total Inventories………………….. 193,609 193,521 193,031 0.0 0.3 0.1 194,983 194,068 187,363 4.1

                Excluding aircraft:               
                    Unfilled Orders……………….. 220,671 220,026 218,316 0.3 0.8 0.4 219,596 218,927 213,267 3.0
                    Total Inventories………………. 127,097 127,136 127,349 0.0 -0.2 -0.3 127,263 127,222 128,853 -1.2

           Defense capital goods:

               Unfilled Orders……………………. 179,709 179,493 181,266 0.1 -1.0 0.6 176,945 178,725 167,568 5.6
               Total Inventories………………….. 21,453 21,511 21,260 -0.3 1.2 0.9 21,382 21,555 21,290 0.4

r  Revised data due to late receipts and concurrent seasonal adjustment.     
1 Estimates of shipments and new orders are for the duration of the period, while estimates of unfilled orders and total inventories are for the end of the period. Not seasonally adjusted estimates of shipments and 

new orders include adjusted data for non-calendar reporters. Seasonally adjusted estimates include concurrent adjustments for holiday and trading-day differences, where appropriate, as well as seasonal variation, 

based on the results of the latest annual review of the model parameters. Estimates are not adjusted for price changes.        
2 Based on advance sample. Estimates of manufacturers' shipments, inventories, and orders are subject to survey error and revision. One major component of survey error is nonsampling error, which includes errors 

of coverage, response and nonreporting. Since the survey panel is not a probability sample, estimates of sampling error cannot be calculated. For further details on survey design, methodology, and data limitations, 

see http://www.census.gov/manufacturing/m3.     
3 The Capital Goods Industries include Nondefense : small arms and ordnance; farm machinery and equipment; construction machinery; mining, oil, and gas field machinery; industrial machinery; vending, laundry, 

and other machinery; photographic equipment; metalworking machinery; turbines and generators; other power transmission equipment; pumps and compressors; material handling equipment; all other machinery; 

electronic computers; computer storage devices; other computer peripheral equipment; communications equipment; search and navigation equipment; electromedical, measuring, and  control instruments; 

electrical equipment; other electrical equipment, appliances, and components; heavy duty trucks; aircraft; railroad rolling stock; ships and boats; office and institutional furniture; and medical equipment and 

supplies. Defense Capital Goods include : small arms and ordnance, communications equipment, aircraft; missiles, space vehicles, and parts, ships and boats, and search and navigation equipment.   
4 Estimates and percent changes of shipments and inventories for the semiconductor industry are included in computers and electronic products, and all other applicable aggregate totals.  Estimates and percent 

changes for new orders and unfilled orders exclude semiconductor industry data.   

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Manufacturers’ Shipments, Inventories, and Orders (M3) Survey, October Advance Report, November 25, 2020. Information on data sources and methodology can be found on our website 

at <www.census.gov/manufacturing/m3/how_the_data_are_collected/index.html>.  


