
 

Table 2.  Value of Manufacturers' New Orders for Industry Groups1

[Estimates are shown in millions of dollars and are based on data from the Manufacturers' Shipments, Inventories, and Orders Survey.]  
Seasonally Adjusted Not Seasonally Adjusted 

Monthly Percent Change Monthly
Industry % Change

Oct. Sep. Aug. Sep. - Aug. - July - Oct. Sep. Aug. Oct. 2020/
2020p 2020r 2020 Oct. Sep. Aug. 2020p 2020r 2020 2019 2020p 2019 2019

All manufacturing industries2......……….…….. 480,816 475,929 469,802 1.0 1.3 0.6 489,725 492,188 474,787 508,532 4,574,895 4,969,032 -7.9
      Excluding transportation2……….………… 403,558 399,721 396,026 1.0 0.9 0.9 411,511 411,736 401,214 422,590 3,930,638 4,128,022 -4.8
      Excluding defense2…………...…..………. 467,089 464,859 455,300 0.5 2.1 0.9 478,230 478,177 462,528 492,631 4,438,679 4,828,192 -8.1
      With unfilled orders2………...…..………… 165,564 161,227 157,125 2.7 2.6 1.9 164,404 168,273 155,078 172,301 1,544,581 1,714,228 -9.9

  Durable goods industries2………….…..……. 240,978 237,786 232,933 1.3 2.1 0.4 244,691 249,077 232,954 247,231 2,210,466 2,432,204 -9.1

  Primary metals…………………….…………… 19,442 19,362 18,526 0.4 4.5 1.9 19,474 19,016 18,505 19,486 186,181 202,601 -8.1
      Iron and steel mills…………..……….…… 10,168 10,170 9,278 0.0 9.6 0.9 9,900 9,723 9,300 9,890 94,782 106,454 -11.0
      Aluminum and nonferrous metals………. 8,002 8,025 8,008 -0.3 0.2 4.9 8,320 8,170 7,946 8,212 78,620 81,224 -3.2
      Ferrous metal foundries………..…..……. 1,272 1,167 1,240 9.0 -5.9 -9.0 1,254 1,123 1,259 1,384 12,779 14,923 -14.4
  Fabricated metal products…….…………….. 31,861 31,137 30,438 2.3 2.3 -0.2 32,254 31,748 31,239 32,646 306,037 322,174 -5.0
  Machinery……………………………………… 31,683 31,782 31,570 -0.3 0.7 2.6 32,043 32,075 30,673 32,425 310,021 322,218 -3.8
      Construction machinery…..………………. 2,676 2,625 2,726 1.9 -3.7 3.1 2,903 2,662 2,573 3,049 26,055 28,204 -7.6
      Mining, oil field, and
          gas field machinery………...………….. 1,087 1,181 1,170 -8.0 0.9 11.5 1,093 1,241 1,146 1,494 11,732 14,053 -16.5
      Industrial machinery……….……………… 3,059 3,135 3,148 -2.4 -0.4 2.6 3,174 3,491 3,127 3,164 31,352 29,592 5.9
      Photographic equipment….………………. 528 530 546 -0.4 -2.9 1.1 555 667 509 567 5,361 5,113 4.9
      Ventilation, heating, air-conditioning,
          and refrigeration equipment…………… 3,945 4,001 4,179 -1.4 -4.3 -0.3 3,774 4,094 4,225 3,655 39,213 39,916 -1.8
      Metalworking machinery......……..……… 2,517 2,606 2,533 -3.4 2.9 1.8 2,585 2,699 2,447 2,838 25,148 26,226 -4.1
      Turbines, generators, and other        
          power transmission equipment….……. 3,794 3,866 3,670 -1.9 5.3 -1.9 3,942 3,839 3,720 4,428 37,881 41,233 -8.1
      Material handling equipment……………… 2,922 2,830 2,726 3.3 3.8 6.3 2,929 2,793 2,595 2,875 26,999 28,674 -5.8
  Computers and electronic products2……….. 25,998 25,196 24,864 3.2 1.3 1.2 25,302 28,624 24,022 22,913 240,969 233,645 3.1
      Computers…………...……………………. 593 597 534 -0.7 11.8 -2.0 591 645 605 569 5,476 6,127 -10.6
      Nondefense communications
          equipment……………………….…….… 4,378 4,008 3,933 9.2 1.9 2.7 3,941 4,881 3,494 2,946 36,192 32,631 10.9
      Defense communications equipment……. 246 260 264 -5.4 -1.5 2.7 248 317 258 156 2,370 2,204 7.5
      Electronic components…………..……….. 4,456 4,432 4,302 0.5 3.0 2.5 4,477 4,627 4,508 4,105 42,602 39,404 8.1
      Nondefense search and navigation
          equipment……………….……...………. 1,661 1,590 1,617 4.5 -1.7 -2.7 1,700 1,777 1,610 1,756 16,251 16,793 -3.2
      Defense search and navigation
          equipment…………..…………....…..… 3,024 2,965 2,875 2.0 3.1 -4.3 2,765 3,392 2,609 2,682 29,266 30,066 -2.7
      Electromedical, measuring,
          and control instruments……..…...……. 9,475 9,274 9,190 2.2 0.9 2.9 9,299 10,726 8,842 8,823 89,121 89,678 -0.6
  Electrical equipment, appliances,        
    and components………….….……………… 10,879 10,784 10,868 0.9 -0.8 0.3 11,238 11,595 10,913 11,407 108,253 110,795 -2.3
      Electric lighting equipment…..…..……….. 940 980 943 -4.1 3.9 -4.1 1,004 1,016 971 1,162 9,632 10,491 -8.2
      Household appliances…………..………… 2,174 1,979 2,188 9.9 -9.6 -1.7 2,284 2,379 2,132 2,015 19,867 18,976 4.7
      Electrical equipment………….…………… 2,886 2,859 2,927 0.9 -2.3 0.9 2,810 2,935 2,933 3,301 31,071 34,376 -9.6
  Transportation equipment…………………… 77,258 76,208 73,776 1.4 3.3 -0.9 78,214 80,452 73,573 85,942 644,257 841,010 -23.4
      Motor vehicle bodies, parts,       
          and trailers………….…….....…………. 28,912 28,868 28,696 0.2 0.6 -1.2 29,912 29,456 29,662 28,675 269,231 283,652 -5.1
      Nondefense aircraft and parts3…..……….. 2,639 1,902 -3,248 38.7 (NA) (NA) 1,608 561 -3,820 6,884 -25,165 86,295 -129.2
      Defense aircraft and parts……...….……. 2,957 1,649 3,979 79.3 -58.6 -13.8 2,005 2,716 2,994 7,188 34,289 48,917 -29.9
      Ships and boats……..………….…………. 2,644 2,738 3,123 -3.4 -12.3 -16.1 2,089 2,288 2,282 2,754 29,501 29,227 0.9
  Furniture and related products…….….…….. 6,610 6,637 6,654 -0.4 -0.3 -0.6 6,832 6,723 6,773 6,902 65,908 66,829 -1.4

  Nondurable goods industries......…………… 239,838 238,143 236,869 0.7 0.5 0.8 245,034 243,111 241,833 261,301 2,364,429 2,536,828 -6.8

Year to date

p Preliminary 
r Revised data due to late receipts and concurrent seasonal adjustment.     
1 Estimates of shipments and new orders are for the duration of the period, while estimates of unfilled orders and total inventories are for the end of the period. Not seasonally adjusted estimates of shipments and new orders include 
adjusted data for non-calendar reporters. Seasonally adjusted estimates include concurrent adjustments for holiday and trading-day differences, where appropriate, as well as seasonal variation, based on the results of the latest annual 
review of the model  parameters. Estimates are not adjusted for price changes.       
2 Data on new orders are not available for the semiconductor industry.  Estimates and percent changes for new orders exclude semiconductor industry data.      
3 (NA) - New Orders month-to-month percent change is not provided for Nondefense aircraft and parts because the denominator has a negative value. 
Note:  Estimates of manufacturers' shipments, inventories and orders are subject to survey error and revision.  One major component of survey error is nonsampling error, which includes errors of coverage, response, and nonreporting.  
Since the survey panel is not a probability sample, estimates of sampling error cannot be calculated.  For further details on survey design, methodology, and data limitations see <http://www.census.gov/manufacturing/m3/>.       
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Manufacturers’ Shipments, Inventories, and Orders (M3) Survey, October Full Report, December 4, 2020.  Information on data sources and methodology can be found on our website at 
<www.census.gov/manufacturing/m3/how_the_data_are_collected/index.html>. 
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