
Table 3.  Value of Manufacturers' Unfilled Orders for Industry Groups1

[Estimates are shown in millions of dollars and are based on data from the Manufacturers' Shipments, Inventories, and Orders Survey.]  
Seasonally Adjusted Not Seasonally Adjusted

Monthly Percent Change Monthly % Change
Industry October

Oct. Sep. Aug. Sep. - Aug. - July - Oct. Sep. Aug. Oct. 2020/
2020p 2020r 2020 Oct. Sep. Aug. 2020p 2020r 2020 2019 2019

All manufacturing industries2......……….…… 1,073,292 1,075,902 1,078,431 -0.2 -0.2 -0.6 1,064,235 1,070,616 1,074,998 1,140,226 -6.7
      Excluding transportation2……….………… 356,205 354,358 351,262 0.5 0.9 0.4 353,044 352,023 350,254 347,142 1.7
      Excluding defense2…………...…..……… 855,172 857,061 856,869 -0.2 0.0 -0.8 849,321 852,774 855,977 930,943 -8.8

  Durable goods industries2………….…..…… 1,073,292 1,075,902 1,078,431 -0.2 -0.2 -0.6 1,064,235 1,070,616 1,074,998 1,140,226 -6.7

  Primary metals…………………….…………… 32,524 31,832 30,830 2.2 3.3 0.6 31,473 30,953 30,497 30,035 4.8
      Iron and steel mills…………..……….……. 14,293 13,691 12,868 4.4 6.4 0.7 13,539 13,335 12,922 13,171 2.8
      Aluminum and nonferrous metals…………. 12,666 12,636 12,504 0.2 1.1 0.7 12,451 12,199 12,096 12,187 2.2
      Ferrous metal foundries………..…..…….. 5,565 5,505 5,458 1.1 0.9 -0.1 5,483 5,419 5,479 4,677 17.2
  Fabricated metal products…….……………… 75,401 74,404 73,403 1.3 1.4 0.6 74,617 74,328 74,070 74,093 0.7
  Machinery………………………………………. 98,617 98,409 97,661 0.2 0.8 0.4 97,803 97,670 97,360 95,843 2.0
      Construction machinery…..……………….. 5,489 5,458 5,388 0.6 1.3 3.1 5,271 5,245 5,079 5,476 -3.7
      Mining, oil field, and
          gas field machinery………...………….. 3,850 3,860 3,740 -0.3 3.2 2.8 3,850 3,860 3,740 4,171 -7.7
      Industrial machinery……….………………. 8,452 8,546 8,550 -1.1 0.0 -0.5 8,394 8,373 8,437 8,728 -3.8
      Photographic equipment….……………….. 862 893 940 -3.5 -5.0 -3.8 883 879 884 1,132 -22.0
      Ventilation, heating, air-conditioning,
          and refrigeration equipment……………. 7,265 7,351 7,324 -1.2 0.4 1.7 7,112 7,205 7,251 6,671 6.6
      Metalworking machinery......……..………. 8,487 8,479 8,356 0.1 1.5 0.8 8,400 8,488 8,432 7,976 5.3
      Turbines, generators, and other        
          power transmission equipment….…….. 23,363 23,413 23,351 -0.2 0.3 -0.6 23,363 23,413 23,351 23,875 -2.1
      Material handling equipment………………. 11,347 11,172 11,063 1.6 1.0 0.5 11,200 11,124 11,098 10,751 4.2
  Computers and electronic products2…………. 118,798 118,704 118,631 0.1 0.1 0.0 118,438 118,297 117,832 117,957 0.4
      Computers…………...…………………….. 1,863 1,856 1,835 0.4 1.1 -1.0 1,863 1,856 1,835 1,973 -5.6
      Nondefense communications
          equipment……………………….…….… 24,963 24,976 24,939 -0.1 0.1 0.3 24,996 24,829 24,840 24,620 1.5
      Defense communications equipment…….. 623 653 670 -4.6 -2.5 -4.0 621 665 671 913 -32.0
      Electronic components…………..………… 14,455 14,448 14,427 0.0 0.1 -0.7 14,340 14,230 14,182 14,474 -0.9
      Nondefense search and navigation
          equipment……………….……...……….. 22,393 22,283 22,204 0.5 0.4 0.5 22,532 22,317 22,209 21,571 4.5
      Defense search and navigation
          equipment…………..…………....…..…. 30,567 30,615 30,697 -0.2 -0.3 -0.3 30,392 30,627 30,504 30,924 -1.7
      Electromedical, measuring,
          and control instruments……..…...…….. 23,934 23,873 23,859 0.3 0.1 0.1 23,694 23,773 23,591 23,482 0.9
  Electrical equipment, appliances,        
    and components………….….………………. 22,222 22,352 22,127 -0.6 1.0 1.2 22,086 22,179 22,014 20,974 5.3
      Electric lighting equipment…..…..……….. 1,646 1,656 1,652 -0.6 0.2 -1.7 1,663 1,663 1,653 1,720 -3.3
      Household appliances…………..…………. 2,135 2,203 2,145 -3.1 2.7 6.9 2,266 2,291 2,082 1,544 46.8
      Electrical equipment………….……………. 8,656 8,648 8,644 0.1 0.0 0.7 8,487 8,458 8,646 8,480 0.1
  Transportation equipment……………………. 717,087 721,544 727,169 -0.6 -0.8 -1.1 711,191 718,593 724,744 793,084 -10.3
      Motor vehicle bodies, parts,       
          and trailers………….…….....………….. 21,207 21,217 21,163 0.0 0.3 0.7 20,277 20,852 20,671 19,447 4.3
      Nondefense aircraft and parts…..……….. 477,602 481,274 484,479 -0.8 -0.7 -1.7 475,684 479,754 484,946 565,709 -15.9
      Defense aircraft and parts……...….…….. 80,620 81,869 83,962 -1.5 -2.5 -0.1 78,985 81,157 82,676 83,053 -4.9
      Ships and boats……..………….…………. 49,874 49,881 49,838 0.0 0.1 0.8 48,214 48,789 49,243 41,259 16.9
  Furniture and related products…….….…….. 8,144 8,145 8,039 0.0 1.3 1.2 8,128 8,084 7,910 7,657 6.2

p Preliminary 
r Revised data due to late receipts and concurrent seasonal adjustment.     
1 Estimates of shipments and new orders are for the duration of the period, while estimates of unfilled orders and total inventories are for the end of the period. Not seasonally adjusted estimates of shipments and new orders 
include adjusted data for non-calendar reporters. Seasonally adjusted estimates include concurrent adjustments for holiday and trading-day differences, where appropriate, as well as seasonal variation, based on the results of the 
latest annual review of the model  parameters. Estimates are not adjusted for price changes.        
2 Data on unfilled orders are not available for the semiconductor industry.  Estimates and percent changes for unfilled orders exclude semiconductor industry data.      
Note:  Estimates of manufacturers' shipments, inventories and orders are subject to survey error and revision.  One major component of survey error is nonsampling error, which includes errors of coverage, response, and 
nonreporting.  Since the survey panel is not a probability sample, estimates of sampling error cannot be calculated.  For further details on survey design, methodology, and data limitations see 
<http://www.census.gov/manufacturing/m3/>.    
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Manufacturers’ Shipments, Inventories, and Orders (M3) Survey, October Full Report, December 4, 2020.  Information on data sources and methodology can be found on our website at 
<www.census.gov/manufacturing/m3/how_the_data_are_collected/index.html>.
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