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Enrollment in our elementary and high schools 
1s expected to increase steadily until about 
1958, when more than 34 million children will be 
enrolled, according to forecasts reported today 
by J. C. Capt, Director, Bureau of the Census, 

of Commerce. In 1958, 1959, and 
Nation's public and private schools 
to accommodate about 10 million more 

children (almost 40 percent more) than were en­
rolled in 1947. 'Pe-ak enrollment in elementary 
schools is expected in 1957, when the number,en­
rolled in grades 1 through 8 will reach about 
26~ million, exceeding the 1947 enrollment by 
mor~ than 8 million children, or almost 46 per­
oent. High school enrollment is expected to 
decline slightly until 1951 and then to increase 
rapidly, reaching over 8 million by 1960. ,The 
960 high school enrollment will be greater than 

the 1947 enrollment by almost 2 million stu­
dents, or 29 percent. These changes in the num­
ber of children enrolled in school will result 
primarily from expected' large i'ncreases in the 

,POPUlation of school age, although expected in­
creases in the proportion of the school age 
POPUlation that attends school will also playa 
Part. 

The total population of the United States 
1s also expected to rise, but not at so rapid a 
rate as the population of school age. By July 1, 
1955. the total population will number about 

.·155~ million; it is expected to inorease to 
i3-bout 160 million by July 1, 1960. Next in im­
Portance to the increase in the school age popu­
lation will be the increase in the number of the 

The school age population, roughly 5 to 

17 years old, is expected to increase by about 
27 percent, and the aged (that is, those 65 
years old and overi will increase by about 19 
percent between 1947 and 1955. The long-time 
trend of increase in the median age of the popu­
lation is expected to persist, so that by 1955 
half the population will be at least 30.7 years 
of age. On April 1, 1940, the date of the last 
census, the median age of the population was 
only 29.0 years. 

POPULATION CHANGES, 1947 TO 1955 

Forecasts 
States for July 
number between 
pending on what 

Total Population 

of the population of the United 
1, 1955, indicate that it would 
154,669,000 and 155,745,000, de­

net addition to the population 
will result from migration to and from foreign 
countries after July 1, 1947. The smaller f'ore­
cast is based on the unlikely assumption that 
there will be no net foreign immigration what­
soever during this 8-year period; the larger 
figure includes an allowance for a net immigra­
tion of one million persons during the period. 
Forecasts assuming no net immigration are pro­
vided for comparison with forecasts containing 
an allowance for immigration, so that the effect 
of immigration on the size and composition of 
our future population may be estimated. The 
difference between the two forecasts cited above, 
approximately 1,076,000, represents the survi-

. vors on July 1, 1955, of the million persons 
assumed to be added to the population 8S a re­
sult of migration, and also the survivors of 

of school enrollment by grade presented in this report were prepared at the request of the American 
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th~ir offspring. The effect of a net immigra­
tion twice as great as that allowed for here 
may be estimated by doubling this difference. 
The forecasts which incorporate an immigration 
allowance· appear in table 1; those with no 
allq,~aric'e for immigration are shown in table 2. 

According to the higher and more realistic 
forecast, the population will increase by about 
8.1 percent between 1947 and 1955, or at an 
average annual rate of 1.0 percent. According 
to the forecast for 1955 which makes no allow­
ance for immigration" the average annual rate of 
growth between 1947 and 1955 will be about 0.9 
percent, only slightly less than the annual rate 
if the allowance for one million net immigration 
is made. The higher rate of increase is roughly 
midway between the average annual rates of 0.7 
percent between 1930 and 1940 and ~.3 percent 
between 1940 and 1947. The higher forecast for 
1955 thus indicates an average annual rate of 
population growth between 1947 and 1955 inter­
mediate between that of the depression thirties 
and that of the prosperous war and early postwar 
forties. It does not, however, indicate how, 
if at all, the rate of population growth is ex­
pected to vary from year to year during tha 
period. The annual forecasts in table 1 show 
that the growth rate will decline from 1. 5 per­
cent during 1947-1948 to 0.6 percent during 
1954-1955. 

If no allowance is made for immigration in 
the years to come, the white population is ex­
pected to grow to 137,655,000 persons by July, 
1955, whereas the foreign-born white population 
will have declined to only about 7,800,000. In 
1940 there were about 11,400,000 foreign-born 
white persons in the United States. It is vir­
tually certain that the nuinber in this group 
will decline considerably in the future; only a 
volume of immigration several times the one mil­
lion assumed here can prevent such a decline. 

Age Composition 

Expected changes in the age structure of 
the population in the next several years may be 
in many ways more meaningful than changes in the 
total population. Changes in age composition 
are bound to have important social and economic 
implications. They will result in changes in 
school enrollment that will tax the resources of 
many communities, affect the size and composi­
tion of the country's labor supply, influence 
the demand for various types of consumer goods 
and services, affect the number of males avail­
able for military service, and the like. For 
exampJe, population declines are virtually cer­
tain to occur in the next decade in just those 
ages at which responsibill ty for military service 
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is greatest, and at which people usually enter 
the labor force, marrYt and establish families. 
The rapid growth of the aged population will 
mest likely increase national concern for the 
problems relating to the support of this group 
and augment the demand for goods used primarily 
by older persons. Expected changes in school 
enrollment and their implications are discussed 
in some detail below~ 

Broad age patter~s.--Forecasts of the popu­
lation under 10 years of age in 1955 are largely 
dependent on what is assumed about the level of 
the birth rate after 1948. If the birth rate 
drops after 1948 to the extent anticipated by 
these forecasts, the population under 5 years of 
age will decline by about 2,~49,000, or 17 per­
cent, between 1947 and 1955. On the other .hand p 

an increase of about 4,246,000, or 35 percent 
over the 1947 population, is expected in the 
5-to-9-year age group, primarily as a result of 
the excess of births expected in the period 
1945-1950 over those in the prewar period 1937-
1942. Persons 5 to 9 years of age in 1955 will 
have been born in the years 1945-1950, whereas 
persons 5 to 9 years of age in 1947 were born in 
the years 1937-1942. The net effect of changes 
in these two groups will be all increase of 
1,797,000, or 7 percent, in the number of chil­
dren under 10 years old. 

For the population in the age groups repre­
senting largely the survivors of persons born 
before July 1, 1947 (Le., thl9 population 5 
years of age or older on July 1, 1950, the popu~ 
lation 10 years of age or oldler on July 1, 
1955, and so on), future changes by age may be 
established with greater accuracy_ The current 
population· can be estimated quite accurately, 
and the only prospective changes that need be 
accounted for are those resulting from the rela­
tively minor factors of death and net immigra­
tion. Changes in the population 10 years old 
and over (assuming one million net immigration), 
between 1947 and 1955, are expected to range 
from a decline of 1,360,000, or 11 percent of 
the 1947 population, for the age group 20 to 24 
years 1 to an increase of 3,246,000, or 30 per­
cent, for the. population 10 to 14 years old. 
The age group 15 to 19 years will include some­
what more people in 1955 than l.n 1947, whereas 
the gr.oup 25 to 29 years of age will include 
sl1-ghtly fewer. Persons 15 to 29 years old in 
1955 represent primarily survivors of births 
during the late twenties and the depression 
decade of the thirties; persons 15 to 29 years 
of age in 1947 represent primarily survivors of 
persona born in the years 1917-1932. The ex­
pected decline in the nUmber of persons in this 
age range between 1947 and 1955 reflects the 
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fact that births were considerably less numerous 
in the period 1932-1940 than in the period 1917-
1925. 

The population 30 years old and over is "ex­
pected to increase substantially during the 
period 1947-1955, the older age groups growing 
more rapidly than the younger. According to the 
forecasts, the population in the age groups be~ 
tween 30 and 59 years will grow at rates va.rying 
from 7.5 percent to 10.6 percent, depending on 
the age group. Among age groups includiing per­
sons 60 years old and over, however, no group 
will increase by less than 15 percent, and one 
group will grow by as much as 23 percent. 

Not only are the aged expected to become 
more numerous, but they will constitute a greater 
proportion of the tota~ population than ever 
before. As recently as 1930, only 5.4 percent 
of the population consisted of persons 65 years 
old and over. By 1940, such persons comprised 
6.8 percent of the population. It is expected 
that by 1955 they will amount to about 8.1 per­
cent ot the total population. 

Changes" in the composition of the popula­
tion by age between 1947 and 1955 are illus­
trated in the chart on page 11. 

Median age.--As a result of these differ­
ential rates of change by age, the median age 
(i.e. 3 the age which divides the population into 
two equal group~, one-half being older and one­
half younger than the median) is expected to 
rise from 29.8 years in 1947 to 30.7 years in 
1955 (assuming one million net immigration). 
This gain is expected to occur despite the high 
birth rates whioh have been prevailing since 
~uly, 1947, the base date for these forecasts; 
it refleots the long-time trend toward lower 
fertility and "increasing longevity. The median 
age of the population in 1955 will be nearly 
twice as great as it was in 1800, and more than 
a third greater than it was in 1900. 

The median age of females will increase 
about three times as rapidly as that of males be­
tween 1947 and 1955. It is anticipated that in 
1955 half of the women in our population will be 
over 31.4 years of age and half of the· men will 
be over 29.8 years of age; the corresponding 
figures in 1947 were 30.1 and 29.4~ respeotively. 

Changes by single years of age.--Changes in 
the population by single years of age are of 
importance for many purposes. For example, the 
number of ohildren entering school in a given 
year "is olosely associated with the number"of 
persons 6 years old; persons 18 years of age are 
currently the subject of special legislation in 
oonneotion With selective service. Single",year­
ot~age data are alao valuable in estimating the 
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number of persons newly eligible to vote, the 
number expected to enter the labor force in a 
given year, and the like. 

Changes between 1947 and 1955 in the size 
of the population by single years of age fre­
quently have an even wider range than that shown 
by figures for 5-year age groups. According to 
the figures in table 3, which presents forecasts 
of the population under 25 years of age by 
single years of age for July 1 of each year, 1948 
to 1955 (assuming no migration), the most ex­
trema change will occur in the population 8 
years of age, for which the increase is expected 
to be about l~ million, or 64 percent. Changes 
in the population at any single year of age be­
tween two dates are dependent primarily on the 
relative number of births occurring in the two 
corresponding past 12-month periods. The popu­
lation aged 8 in 1955 comprises the survivors of 
the very large group of postwar births occurring 
between ~uly 1, 1946, and July 1, 1947; the 
popula:tion aged 8 in 1947 comprises the survi­
vors of the relatively small number of persons 
born between July 1, 1938, and July 1, 1939. 

Because of past and expected annual varia­
tions in the number of births, the population in 
any single year of age may fluctuate radically 
from year to year. As may be seen in table 3, 
the popUlation aged 8 is expected to be about 
the same in 194e as in 1947, 31 percent higher 
in 1951 than in 1947, 18 per~ent higher in 1954, 
and 64 percent higher in 1955. 

Changes in the population under 25 years of 
age, by single years of age, for males and for 
females separately, between 1947 and 1955, are 
quite similar. The basic population forec-asts 
are given in table 4. 

Effect of immigration on age structure.-­
The allowance made of 1,000,000 net immigration 
between 1947 and'1955 will tend to raise the 
population in each age group to some extent, but 
will not affect the age distribution appreci­
ably. Because the effect of net immigration is 
most concentrated in the population 20 to 34 
years of age, 
of populB:tion 

differences between the forecasts 
with an allowance for immigration 

and forecasts without an allowance for immigra­
tion are .most pronounced in these ages. Even 
so, the two forecasts of the population 20 to 34 
years of age in 1955 given here differ by only 
2 peroent. 

Sex CompOSition 

Changes in age distribution will be accom­
panied by changes in the sex ratio; that is, th~ 
number of males per 100 females. According to 
the estimates and forecasts in table 1, there 
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will be 98.7 males per 100 females in 1955 
(98.6 if no allowance is made for immigration), 
as compared with 99.3 males per 100 females 
in 1947. In 1947 the estimated number .of fe­
males exceeded the estimated number of males 
by 525,000; by 1955 the excess of females is 
expected to be nearly twice as great, about 
1,004,000. Ho~ever, the excess of females will.: 
be confined to the population 30 years old and 
over. The forecasts with an allowance for im­
migration indicate a deficit of about 2,475,000 
males in this age range; for the population 
under 30 years of age there is expected to be 
about 1,471,000 more males than females. The 
excess of females over males in the older age 
groups is attributable, in large part, to more 
favorable mortality rates for women. Unless 
mortality rates for men and women approach 
equality, it is not likely that tha preponder­
ance of females ill our population will disappear. 

Although small differences in the number of 
males and females are of little social or eco­
nomic importance, it is interesting to note that 
in 1955 (according to the forecasts allowing one 
million net immigration) the expected number of 
males 20 to 25 years of age, the ages at which 
most men marry for the first time, will exceed 
the number of females 18 to 23 years of age, the 
ages at which most women marry for the first 
time, by about 275,000. According to our esti­
mates for 1947, the corresponding excess of 
males was then only about 100,000. 

In general, the proportion of males is ex­
pected to rise substantially between 1947 and 
1955 in the age groups under 35 years and to de­
cline at all older ages. Furthermore, the next 
several years are likely to witness a rapid in­
crease in the number of elderly women,· especially 
widOWS, in our population--a fact of some im­
portance in plannin~ for institutional and hous­
ing facilities and fo:::- aid to the dependent aged. 

TRENDS IN SCHOOL ENROLUffiNT, 1947 TO 1960 

Elementary School 

Total enrollment.--Since practically all 
children in the United States now get some 
schooling, usually entering the educational sys­
tem between their fifth ,and seventh birthdays, 
there is a fairly obvious correspondence between 
the number of children entering our elementary 
schools and the number of births 5 to 7 years 
earlier. Thus, our elementary schools are al­
ready experiencing the effect of the large num­
bers of births in 1941 and 1942. The survivors 
of these births, however, constitute only a 
small fraction of the total elementary en­
rollment, most of the pupils having been born 
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earlier, during the thirties, when the annual 
number of births was appreciably lower than in 
1941 or 1942. Whether or not the total enroll­
ment in elementary school will .increase is in­
fluenced as much by the number, graduating or 
otherwise leaving school as by the number enter­
ing school. At present, total elementary en­
rollment is rising, a situation, foreshadowed by 
the relatively larger annual numbers of births 
during the early forties than during the de­
pression thirties. The forecasts for Apri1 1 of 
each year, 1948 to 1960, given in table 5, in­
dicate that after 1948 there will be an annual 
increase . in the number of persons enrolled in 
elementary school until a peak enrolbnent of 
26,594,000 pupils in grades 1 through 8 is 
reached in 1957. After that, the total number 
enrolled is expected to decline gradually. 

It should be noted that for many communi­
ties relative annual numbers of births will not 
alone determine whether, and to what extent, 
elementary school enrollment will increase or 
decrease. Internal migration may, in some in­
stances, swell school enrollmentE} even more than 
do differences in the annual number of births, 
and, in other instances, deplete school enroll­
ments that would otherwise have taxed severely 
the resources of the community. The figures for 
the United States as a whole do no·t necessarily 
indicate what the situation will be in a partic­
ular place unles~t is possible to make some 
realistic allowance for the effect of internal 
migration on enrollment. 

Since many elementary schools are already 
overcrowded by enrollments reflecting the large 
number of births in the early war YEaars, inter­
nal migration, or both, it is important to note 
that by 1957, according to these forecasts, ele­
mentary enrollment will be about 46 percent 
greater than in 1947. ThUS, eVen schools with 
facilities adequate to take care of all new en­
rollees in 1947 may very likely require a pro­
gram of continuous expansion up to 1957. 

It is evident from table 5, however, that, 
nationally, the required expansion of school 
facilities will not be the same for all grades 
at the same time. As children born in years when 
births were relatively numerous reaoh school age 
and progress through the grades, E~ach grade in 
vurn will bear the brunt of,their nUmbers. 
School construction progra.ms should, therefore, 
be concerned not merely with creating additional 
seats but with providing flexible aocommodations 
that may be used for one grade or another as the ' 
need arises. 

1 In general, enrol~ent may be expected to be S0me­
what smaller in April than at the s'tart of the sehool 
year. 
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Enrollment by grade.--BetweeIJ. 1948 and, 1949 
there will be a sharp increase in the enrollment 
in the first grade, which will in 1949 be about 
16 percent higher than in 1947, and about 11 
percent above 1948. 2 In the 'actual number of 
pupils this means that the ,schoolS will have 
about 400,000 more "first-graders" in 1949 than 
in 1948 and over one-half million more than in 
1947. Most of these children were born in 1941 
and 1942, a period when the birth rate mounted 
rapidly after having gradually risen from the 
low rates of the early thirtie~. 

A similar and still more striking increase 
is expected to occur between 1952 and 1953. In 
the latter year first-grade enrollments will be 
over 15 percent higher than those in 1952 and 
about 34 percent higher than in 1947. Elementary 
schools will be forced to accommodate 600,000 
more first-grade pupils in 1953 than in the pre­
vious year and about 1.2 million' more than in 
1947. First-grade enrollment will continue to 
increase until 1955, when, as a result of the 
postwar boom in;Dirths during 1947 and 1948, a 
peak in the nwftber of persons in the first grade 
will be reached. If the annual numper of births 
declines steadily after 1948, as is assumed 
here, first-grade enrollmehts will diminish from 
1956 to 1960. As a result of the annual varia­
tions in births to date, the Nation's schools 
will have to absorb an increasing number of 
IIfirst-graders" in the next several years which, 
in 1948, will exceed the number in 1947 by only 
4 percent, but ~hich, by 1955, will be 43 per­
cent greater than in 1947. 

Since a large majority of students spend 
only one year in a grade, the changes in the 
number of first-grade children mentioned above 
will cause changes in the number in the next 
higher grade in the year following. These peaks 
in school enrollment will affect the school 
situation during the entire period the group re­
mains of school age. Thus, the sharp increase 
in the number of first-grade enrollments in 1949 
will ultimately result in an eighth-grade en­
rollment in 1956 which will be 11 percent over 
that of 1955 and 37 percent- over that of 1947. 
Similarly, as the sharply inoreased first-grade 
enrollment of 1953 reaches the eighth grade in 
1960, enrollment in that grade will be 17 per­
cent greater than in 1959 and 65 percent over 
1947. Thus, for every three eighth-grade seats 
needed now, .fi ve will be needed in 1960. 

2 The figures for first-grade enrollments include not 
Only those childxen enrolled for the first time, but also 
those who were retarded from the previous year. Although 
this is true for other grades as well, the proportion of 
".repeaters" is much greater in the i'irst grade than in 
any other. This is reflected in table 5 by the sharp 
drop 'in enrollment between the first and second grades. . 
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High School 

Tatar enrollment.--High schools will not 
begin to feel the full impact of the increased 
enrollments that will have been felt earlier in 
elementary schools until after 1956, when the 
large group of children who were born after 1940 
reach high school age. In the period following 
1956 the increase in high school enrollments 
will parallel the upward trend forecast for the 
elementary schools in earlier years. 

Total high school enrollments ih 1948 are 
indicated as slightly higher than in 1947 but 
are expected to decrease subseQuentEhy; remaining 
below the 1947 level until 1955. During the 
following five years, there will be a steady 
rise in the number of high school students; and 
by 1960 it is expected that over 8.1 million 
persons, or almost 30 percent more than in 1947, 
will be enrolled. 

Enrollment by grade.--The forecasts indi­
cate that the peak in the number of enrollees in 
the first yea~ of high school'will~e reached, in 
1959, when there will ,be ,2,350,000 first-year_ 
students, about 450,000, or 23 percent, more 
than in 1947. 3 It may be no,ted that the 1949 
forecast for first-year high school enrollment 
is 180,000, or 9 percent, less than the 1947 en~ 
rollment. After 1949, however, it is expected 
that first-year enrollment will increaseannu­
ally through 1959"~ 

The variations in first-year enrollment are 
paralleled three years later in fourth-year en­
rollment. By 1960 the enrollment in the last year 
of high school ~ill be almost 600,000, or nearly 
50 percent, greater thanm 1947. Thus,the facil­
ities available for every two stUdents in 1947 
fourth-year high school classes will have to be 
expanded to accommodate three students by 1960. 

iactors Affecting School Enrollment Trends 

Although the changes in both elementary and 
high school enrollment~ ~re largely attributable 
to fluctuations in the birth rate, there are 

3 The enrollment in the first year of high school "com­
prises pupils who completed the eighth grade of elemen­
tary school in systems having eight grades and also 
pupils who completed thesevellthgrade in scnools having 
only seven elementary grades. As a I'esult, the forecasts 
of first-year high school enrollment are higher than the 
forec.asts of ei~hth-grade elementary school enrollment 
for the preceding year. 

4. From the forecasts of enrollment In _ elementary and 
high school up to 1960, some inferences maybe made as to 
high school enrollment after 1960. On this basis it is 
expected that first-year highschool enrollment will 
again begin to increase after, 1960 and will reach another 
peak in 1963. By this date- those students who were en­
rolled in the first grade of elementary school in 1955 
will have reached high school age. 
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other factors which are involved. 5 One factor 
of fundamental importance is the extent to which 
rates ot enrollment by age will change. In the 
past two decades these rates ~ava risen grad­
ually and, on the whole, oontinupus1y. CO!.1lpul-
80ry attendanc;s la.ws have been. enacted ill. every 
State, and their strict enforcement has increased. 
the rate of attendance among children in the 
ages covered. In many parts of the ccnintry and 
for many groups in the popul8.tion~ the enrol1-, 
ment rates for these children t especially those 
7 through 13 years, will, in the future, be very 
close to 100 percent., 

For somewhat older persons, the stUdent aid 
provisions of the ttGI Bill" have been respon~ 

sible for dramatic increases:in enrollment rates. 
Since the forecasts presented in this report are 
restricted to the population 5 to 24 years old 
a·ttending elementary and high school" the m.s.jor 
increases due to the 'fGI Bi11"--increasesin 
college enrollment and increases in enrollment 
among those 25 years old and over--are not dealt 
with here. 

I 
t 

I 
I 

I In interpreting the forecasts of enrollment . 
presented in this report, one should bear in II 

mind that they do not include the effects of any 
possible future programs of assistance to stu-I, 
dents intended to increase enrollments in ele­
mentary and high schools. If such programs B.re 'II 
put into effect between now and 1960, 'they will 
very likely result in enrollments somewhat higher I 

than those forecast here. 

REVISION OF EARJJIER FORECAS'rS' OF POPULATION 

This report supplements an earlier and more 
exhaustive report of the Bureau Of the Census~ 
Forecasts of the Populat16n ~the United States.' 
l.245-1972 (prepared by P. K.Whelpton of the 
Scripps Foundation for Resea.rch in Population 
Problems, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, in 
eooperation with the Bureau of the Census, Gov­
ernment Printing Office, 1947), which presented 
forecasts of the population by color, nativity, 
age) and sex, up to 1975, according to various 
combinations of assumptions as to the future 
trends of fertility, mortality, and net immigra­
tion. The more comprehensive report set forth! 
in addition, a detailed description of the meth­
ods and assumptions employed in making the fore­
casts presented there, material that will be 
helpful in interpreting w4at is said bel~w. 

Importap.tdltl',er-ences between the foreoasts 
to:!:." 1947 IH+HJ.t§~:lJ~din 'the report cited above and 

5 }fluctuatJqns. ,int1're death rate and:l,n immigration 
ure elso fE!ctQ~s. in pOpulation ohange;. However, the sa 
may be consid~:iecl of relatively minor importance insofar 
as their effect on the sohool age population of the 
future is ooncerned~ 
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estimates for the same date prepared later when 
current data became available madE~ it desirable 
to revise the foreoasts for the nE~xt few years, 
taking into account the current estimates for 
19·J.~7 a.nil a1 taring where necessary the assump­
tions regardIng: future fertili ty and mortality 
employed in;t1i~Ve:arlier report. 

The ea'r.lier forecasts are based on the 
Census Bureau ourrent estimates of population 
for .July 1» 1945, and take into ac(}ount evidence 
of actual changes between April 1, 1940, the 
de"be of the last census, and that time. It was 
anticipated when the earlier forec/ista were pre­
pared that there would normally be some dif­
ference between them and subseQuent current 
estirru:ttes of population based on reports of 
bi.!'ths~ deaths, immigration, and emigration. 
_<tmong other things, fluctuatiop.s in economic and 
social conditions could be expected to carry the 
actual population above or below the long-time 
trend from time to time~" although such d~.ia­
tions would in part balance one another over a 
long period. It .... res not anticipated, however, 
that the divergence to date, almos·t entirely due 
to the very high postwar birth rate, WOuld be as 
grea.'t as it has been. The "medium" forecast, 
assuming no net immJgration after July 1, 1947, 
as' published in Forecasts of·the Population of 
~he United States, 1945-1975 (table I), under­
stated the total popUlation on July 1, 1947, by 
about 1,847,000, or 1.3 percent of the currently 
estimated total.8 The fact that more than two­
thirds of this difference--1,258,000--falls in 
the age ftT'OUP under 5- years indicates the para­
mount importance of unexpectedly' high fertility 
in accounting for the total div~rgence. Accord­
ing to the medium fertility assum}ltions of the 
earlier forecasts, 5,662,000 Mrths were ex­
pected to occur in the 2-year period, July 1, 
1945~ to June 30, 1947; an estimated 6,894,000 
births occurred.7 

The very high birth rates of the past ~ew 
years have exceeded even the high fertility as­
sl.JJ11.ptions used in the earlier report. Larg.ely 
because of the high birth rates,' the population 
under 5 years of age in 1947 n.umbered;" about 
14.604,000 instead of the 13,346,000 e~r1ier 

6 The current estimate of the total population for 
July 1, 1948 (146,5'71 1000) J published in Current Popula­
tion Reports, Series P-25, No. 13, exceeds the ·earlier 

. medium forecast for the same date by about 3,242,000, or 
2~2 peroent of the current estimate o Current estimates 
by aga and sex for July 1, 1948, are now being prepared 
and will be published shortly. The comparisons made 
here, however, are based on the provisional estimates for 
194? shown in the accompanying tables and used in pre­
paring the forecasts presented in this report. 

7 According to the earlier medium fertility assump­
tions, 8,332 i OOO births were expected to occ~ between 
July 111 1945 J and June 30, 1948. It now appears that 
about 10,594,000 births actually occurred in this period. 
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anticipated for this date. The difference amount­
ed to about 9 per~ent of the current estimate of 
the population in the age group~ A more rapid 
than expected decline 14 the infant mortality 
rate also contributed slightly to this differ­
ence. More favorable death rates than expected 
(or the population over 5 years of age, together 
wlth a moderate net immigration (422,000 at all 
ages), between 1945 and 1947, helped to produce 
the higher than forecast population observed at 
these ages in 1947. Differences between the 
forecasts and the current estimates for the pop­
ulation 5 years old ,nd over were rather small, 
however. They amo~ted to no more than 0.7 per­
cent of· the current estimate for age groups be­
tween 5 and 64 years and to about 1.3 percent 
for the population 65 years of age and over. 

Differences of such magnitude between the 
previously published forecasts and the current 
estimates by age for July 1, 1947, clearly sug­
gest the need for some modification in at least 
the fertility assumptions for the next few years. 
Population changes since July 1, 1947, lend fur­
ther support to this conclusion.s Furthermore, 
the actual level of fertility at the present 
time so far exceeds the level projected earlier 
that it is highly improbable that the difference 
will disappear completely for some years to 
come. This consideration also suggests that 
some modification of the earli~r fertility as­
sumptions relating to the next few years is nec­
essary. Downward modification of the medium 
rates of mortality set up earlier for the same 
period appears much less imperative. A revision 
of these rates would have a relatively small 
effect on the forecasts of survivors. 

ASSUMPTIONS AND METHODS 

Forecasts of Population 

The population projections contained in 
this report are based on provisional estimates 
of the population, by sex, color, and single 
years of age, for July 1, 1947. These were the 
latest midyear estimates available at the time 
these forecasts were prepared. They are based 
on the population enumerated on April 1, 1940, 
and on statistics of births, deaths by age, and 
the movement of both aliens and citizens into 
and out of the country since the census date. 
The 1947 estimates are considered provisional be­
Cause the 1947 statistics on births, deaths, and 
immigration were themselves provisional rather 
than final data. In the recent past, the diver­
gence between provisional vital statistics and 
immigration data, such as those for 1947 used 

8 See footnote 7. 

here, and the final figures has not been very 
great. As a result, the current population es­
timates for July 1, 1947, on which these fore­
casts are based, are not believed to be subject 
to any considerable revision. 

Since there 1s a tendency in the United 
States aB in other countries for the census re­
turns on the number of children under 5 years of 
age to be incomplete, it was necessary to allow 
for the children not counted in 1940 before mak­
ing current postcensal estimates and projecting 
these estimates into the future. This procedure 
gives current estimates and forecasts which are 
comparable with data from the 1940 census only 
if the latter are adjusted for underenumeration 
of children. For many purposes, however, it is 
desirable to compare the current postcensal esti­
mates and forecasts with the census figures for 
1940 and earlier years as enumerated. To accom­
plish this, it has been assumed that the same 

'number of children under 5 years of age would 
not be enumerated in 1947, 194$, and 1949 as in 
1940, if censuses were taken in these years. 
Because the estimated number of children under 5 
years old is expected to rise during this period I 
this 8ssunption implies that there would be a 
relatively more complete enumeration of children 
and, ~peciflcally, that the proportion of chil­
dren under 5 years old that would be counted in 
a census would increase from 92.4 percent in 
19409 to 94.4 percent in 1947, 94.6 percent in 
1948, and 94.7 percent in 1949. For 1950 and 
later years the percentages of completeness of 
enumeration of children under 5 years old, by 
single years of age, sex, and color, were as­
sumed to remain at the same level as in 1949.1 0 

Since the foreca,ts include the survivors 
of persons born between July I, 1947, and July 1, 
1955, it was necessary to forecast the number of 
births for each fiscal year (July through ,June) 
of this period. The fact that fertility rates 
in the last few years have be~n very high does 
not necessarily mean that th~y will remain as 

iii Jetermined by a spociel. r,tudy of the Bureau of the 
Census. See the 1940 Populatio.nGensus Report, Differen­
tial Fertility, 1940 and 1910--Stand8rdized Fertility 
Rates and Reproduction Rates, Appendix A. ~rhis percent­
age corresponds to an absolute est~nate of 863,000 chil-

, dren not enumerated in 1940. 
10 On the basis of the percentages of completeness of 

enumeration indicated above, two estimates of the number 
of children under 5 years of age are given in each popu­
lation table (tables 1 to 4, inclusive). The larger num­
bers, given at the bottom of each table, are based on 
survivors of births in the appropriate years and repre­
sent, therefore, the estimated total numbers of children 
under 5 years of age "adjusted for census underemunera­
tion of children under 5 years of age. 11 The smaller num­
bers for children under 5, inclUded in the body of each 
table, reflect the underreporting of children under 5 in 
the censuses of 1940 and earlier years and are designed 
to be comparable with data from those censuses. 
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high or that the medium assumptions as originally 
projected are inapplicable as guides for the 
long run. The extraordinarily high number of 
births in the la st few years undou btedly in­
cludes some births which were IIpostponed" from 
depression days, perhaps even more which were 
postponed by the absence from home of millions 
of men during World War II, and still others 
which were "borrowed" from the:fU ture in that 
they would ordinarily have occurred later except 
for the very favorable economic and psycholog­
ical conditions then prevailing. Although it is 
impossible to predict precisely fluctuations in 
the business cycle, they will probably continue 
to occur and the less'prosperous years ~likely 
to bring with them sharp deolines in the birth 
rate, as they have in the past. Moreover, the 
long-time decline in fertility, resulting in 
large part from the increasing tendency to plan 
the size of families, will most likely be re­
sumed, although the time when this will occur 
and the rate of the decline are uncertain. ll 
For these reasons it seemed desirable to allow 
for a fairly rapid decline in the birth rate in 
the next few years. 

It was also considered desirable to approx­
imate the medium rates used previously at some 
early date since they were designed to repre sent 
the most probable level of fertility for the long 
run. 12 To accomplish this, the annual trend of 
births' was so prOjected as to link by a smooth 
curve the actual number of births for the 12-
month period ending June 30, 1947, with the pre­
vious forecast of births for the year ending 
June 30, 1955, based on the medium fertility 
assumptions. In effect, the new pro j ectio ns 0 f 
fertility imply a higher level of fertility in 
the next few years than do the medium rates used 
previously, but also ,a more rapid decline up to 
1955, at which date the medium rates and the re­
vised rates are in approximate agreement. 

The number of surn vors of the base popula­
tion on July 1 of each year, 1948 to 1955, was 
computed by applying to the base population sur­
vival factors representing the proportion of the 
population at a given age expected to be alive 
one year later. Thus, the population 5 years 
old on July 1, Ul47 , was reduced by such a sur ... 
vival factor to forecast the population 6 years. 

11 See Forecasts of the Populat ion of the United States, 
1945-1975, chapter II, section B, pp.23-25. See also 
Whelpton, P. K., "Is Family Size Increasing?", National 
Office of Vital Statistics, Vital Statistics--8pecial 
Reports, vol. 23, No. 16, Aug. 29, 1947, and "The Meaning 
of the 1947 Baby Boom," National Office of Vital Statis­
tics, Vital Statistics--Special Reports, vol. 33, No.1, 
Oct .. 7, 1948. 

12 A description of past trends in fertility and of the 
medium fertility ass1.Unptions referred to above is pre­
sented on pp. 16-34 of the earlier report. 

old on J'uly 1, 1948; the latter figure was re­
duced by a similar survival facto~ to obtain a 
forecast of the population 7 years old on July 1, 
1949. This process was repeated until the fore .. 
casts for each year, 1948 to 1955, had been com­
puted. Survivors of births in each l2-month 
period were obtained by a similar method. Sur­
vival rates for each single year of age were 
developed from the 5-year medium survival rates 
used in the earlier report and are consistent 
with those rates.18 

Sinoe a moderate amount of immigration will 
undoubtedly continue to oocur in the future as 
in the recent past, it was deemed desirable to 
inolude a small allowanc e for immigration in 
the basic forecasts presented in this report 
(table 1) •. In this series, a net immigration ot 
such magnitude was assumed to occur in each 
period, 1947-1950 and 1950-1955, that the sur­
vivors would number a half-million at the olose 
of eaoh period. The persons thus added to the 
population were assumed to have the same age-sex 
distribution as that used in the earlier re­
port .14 The net annual addition to the pop­
ulation, by age and sex, resulting from net 
immigration was computed by interpolation on the 
basis of the additions in 1950 and 1955. How­
ever, opinions may differ as to the future vol­
ume of migration; and users of t~e data may 
wish to measure the numerical effect 
amounts of migration on the size and composition 
of our future population. To serve this need, 
forecasts with no allowance for imndgration are 
also presented (table 2). 

Forecasts of School Enrollment 

The forecasts of enrollment were 
by projecting rates of enrollment, by age, 
applying the projected rates to the forecast 
population (with no allowance for immigration) in 
each year of age. The rates of enrollment cov­
ered persons 5 to 24 years old, by sing]. e years 
of age, enrolled in either elementary or high 
school, and the pOPulat-ion~ reoasts used were 
for the, same ages. 15 Oonsequently, the computed 
number of persons enrolled, fO,r all ages com­
bined, represents the total enrollment in ele­
mentary and high school, without regard to grade. 

13 A de~cription of past trends in mortality and of the 
medium mortality assumptions referretd to above is pre­
sented on 1"1". 3-16 of' the earlier report., 

:l.4 See Forecasts of the Populat,ion of the United States, 
194~1975, chapter II, sectionD, PP. 35-37.' 

To prepare forecasts of school enrollment for 1955 
to 1960, it is necessary to have esMmate,s of the popula­
tion 5 to 24 years of age for the same years. Inasmuch 
as all persons in this age group wou.ld have been born by 
1955, it was not necessary to forecast births between 
1955 and 1960j consequently, forecasts of the total popu-

I lation by age for 1955 to 1960 were not prepared. 
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The forecasts of total enrollment were distrib­
uted by grade by first estimating the annual 
number of children starting school, then esti­
mating the number of these children reaching 
each successive grade of school in subsequent 
years, and finally grouping the figures thus 
computed into distrib~ions by grade for each 
year, 1948 to 1960. '}{hese distributions, which 
covered eight grades of elementary school and 
four years of high school, were ultimately ad­
justed slightly to add to the forecast total 
enrollme~t, year by year~ 

Enrollment rates, by age, for future "years 
were estimated on the basis of past trends in 
these rates as shown by census figures and data 
from a sample population survey conducted by the 
Bureau of the Census in April, 1947. Enrollment 
rates for white females were first projected 
from 1940 to 1960, on the assumption that they 
would improve to the same extent that improve­
ment took place between 1920 and 1940 in the 
rates for white females in several states whose 
1920 enrollment rates for single years of age 
were approximately the same as the 1940 rates 
for the United states as a whole, and whose en­
rollment rates between 1920 and 1940 showed 
gradual improvement. It was reasonable to assume 
that a similar trend would prevail for the 
United states as a whole between 1940 and 1960. 
The rates for whi.te females were used in this 
step because they were higher than the rates for 
the other three sex-color groups in the ages 
corresponding to the elementary and high school 
level, and because the rates for the other groups 
seemed to be converging upon, or "catching up" 
with, the white female rates. 

For each single year of age the projected 
1960 white female enrollment rate and the cor­
responding rate from the 1940 census were assumed 
to result from a linear trend, and estimates for 
each year, 1948 through 1959, were obtained by 
interpolation. Enrollment rates for other groups 
than white females were projected from 1947 to 
1960 by narrowing the differences from the white 
female rates in accordance with the trend of 
those differences between 1910 and 1940. This 
series of forecast enrollment rates was then ad­
justed on the basis of the relation between sim­
ilarly interpolated 1947 rates and those found 
in the Census Bureau's April, 1947, sample sur­
vey of population. 

To arrive at distributions by grade of the 
forecast total enrollment by the process out­
lined above, it was necessary first to fo~ecast 
the number. of ' children who would enter school 
each year. This was done in terms of the fore­
Casts of population by age for persons old enough 
to enter school (given in table 3) and ratios of 
the number of children enrolled in first grade 

tf/7i7 

to the number of children of first-grade age, 
projected on the basis of experience in the last 
two decades. It was then necessary to make some 
assumption about the proportion of each entering 
class who would progress through each Successive 
grade of school in subsequent years. The pro­
portions used were derived from statistics on 
enrollment by grade for each year, 1932 to 
1944, compiled by the United States Office of 
Education. lEI 

LIMITATIONS AND RELIABILITY OF FORECASTS 

Forecasts of Population 

The forecasts of population given in tables 
1 to 4 state the size and composition of the 
population in future years if birth rates, death 
rates, and immigration follow certain specified 
trends. It was assumed, for the most part, that 
past trends would continue in an orderly fash­
ion. Another war, a radical change in immigra­
tion policy, a severe or prolonged depression, 
rapid t~chnological changes, and the like, would 
have a serious effect upon the trends. 

The forecasts by age involving children 
born after July 1, 1947, are obviously weaker 
than those for the population born before that 
date. For groups born before July 1, 1947, it 
is necessary simply to allow for deaths and net 
immigration after that date. Neither of these 
factors can be expected to vary much from ex­
pectation in the short run. On the other hand, 
large errors may be made in forecasting the pop­
Ulation born after this date because of the 
difficulty of forecasting births. 

The comparison of the current estimates and 
the earlier medium ,forecasts for July 1, 1947, 
by age, described above, indicates that there 
were then only minor differences for the popula­
tion 5 years old and over, but that the forecast 
of the population under 5 years of age was sub­
stantially lower than the current· esttmate. 
Similarly, a comparison of the medium forecasts 
(assuming 500,000 net immigration per 5-year 
period after July 1, 1945) previously published 
(table III of the earlier report) and the re­
vised forecasts given here in table 1 for July 1, 
1955, for the age groups 10 years old and over, 
indicates that only minor changes have been made 
in the earlier forecasts. Differences were 0.5 
percent or less in the age groups 10 to 64 years, 
and 0.7 percent in the population 65 years old 
and over. As a result, the medium forecasts of 
the population (assuming 500,000 net ilT'.ID.igration) 

16 United States Office of Education, Statistical Swn­
mary of Education, 1943-44, table 8, Govermnent Printing 
Office. 1947. 



- 10 -

in these same age cohorts for years after 
1955 (that is, the groups 15 years old and over 
in 1960, 20 years old and over in 1965, and s6. 
on), as given in the report, Forecasts of the 
Population of the United States, 1945-1975, may 
continue to be used with some confidence as 
reliable population forecasts approximately con­
sistent with the current estimates and forecasts 
given in this report. On the other hand, the 
forecasts of the population cohorts born after 
July 1, 1945 (that is, the population under 15 
years old in 1960, u~der 20 years old in 1965, 
and so on), published earlier, are not consist­
ent with the forecasts presented here. 

Population forecasts for single years of 
age should be considered as only very rough ap­
proximations, the reliability of which is in­
creased as they are combined into broader groups. 

The estimates and forecasts given in the 
accomp5nying population tables have been rounded 
to the nearest thousand without being adjusted 
to group totals, which have been independently 
rounded. Derived figures are based on the un­
rounded absolute numbers. 

Forecasts of School Enrollment 

The forecasts of total enrollment given in 
this report are, on the whole, somewhat less 
reliable than the forecasts of population be­
cause additional assumptions had to be made. 
The adeQuacy of the forecasting technique used 
depends on the accuracy of the forecasts of en­
rollment rates as well as on the accuracy of the 
population forecasts. Furthermore, the fore­
casts of enrollment by grade are less reliable 
than the forecasts of total enrollment. The en­
rollment figures for single grades should be 
considered as only very rough approximation's. 
As single-grade enrollments are combined into 

broader groups, the reliability of th~ figures 
is increased. 

In the computation of the forecasts by 
grade, projected proportions ~ an entering class 
progressing through successive grades were de­
veloped on the basis of data for 1932 to 1944 
published by the United states Office of Educa­
tion. If these proportions should prove too low 
in the future, because retardation will be less 
than in the recent past or because the oholding 
power" of the school will somehow be strength­
ened, the forecasts of enrollment by grade will 
overstate the number of pupils in the lower 
grades at the expense of those in the upper 
grades; on the other hand, if the proportions 

'should prove too high, the forecasts will over­
state the number of pupils ~n the upper grades 
at the expense of those in the lower grades. As 
has been noted, the forecasts of school enroll·­
ment are based on forecasts of population with 
no allowance for immigration. Had the enroll­
ment forecasts been· based on population fore­
casts with an allowance for immigration, they 
would have been only slightly higher. 

It has already been pointed out that ex­
pec~ed Changes in enrollment for the United 
States as a whole will often be very different 
from those that may occur in individual commu­
nities. The influence of internal migration is 
probably the most important element in causing 
such variation. There are also differences in 
birth and death rates, differing policies and 
practices affecting retardation, acceleration, 
or dropping out of school, and other less im­
portant reasons why the situation in a partic-
ular community may be unlike that described by 
the forecasts for the United Statl3s as a whole. 
It is suggested that if national trends are 
applied to the study of local lsi tuations the 
factors mentioned be taken into account as far 
as possible. 
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Table 1.--FORECASTS OF THE POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES INCLUDING ARI.fED FORC~S OVERSEA..C;, BY AGE AND SEX, WITH ALLOWANCE FOR 1,000,000 NE'l' 
IMMIGRATION, JULy 1, 1948 TO 1955, AND CURRENT PROVISIONAL ESTThIATES, JULY 1, 1947 

(See text for brief statement of methods and aSS1.Ullptions. Census figures, estimates, and forecasts are rounded to the nearest thousand wi thout being 
adjusted to group totals, which are independently rounded. Derived figures are based on the unrounded absolute numbers) 

Population (in thol,lsands) Percent distribution 

Aga and sex 
1940~ 

(census) 
1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1940 1947 1950 1955 

Total, all agea •• 131,669 144,034 146,821 148,166 149,886 151,:399 152,737 153,883 154,878 155,745 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years •••••••••• 10,542 14,604 15,044 15,407 15,623 15,729 14,610 13,656 12,844 12,155 8.0 10.1 10.4 7.8 
5 to 9 years ........... 10,685 12,110 12,884 13,432 13,926 14,202 15,366 15,806 16,167 16,356 8.1 8.4 9.3 10.5 
10 to 14 yeers ••••••••• 11 ,746 10,667 10,881 11,159 11,344 11,631 12,106 12,879 13,424 13,913 8.9 7.4 7.6 8.9 
15 to 19 yesrs ......... 12 ,334 11,242 10,990 10,757 10,671 10,642 10,688 10,897 11,172 11,354 9.4 7.8 7.1 7.3 
20 to 24 years ••••••••• 11,588 12,102 12,033 11,902 11,753 11 ,569 11,334 11,067 10,833 10,742 8.8 8.4 7.8 6.9 
25 to 29 years ......... 11,097 11,807 11,997 12,141 12,213 12,220 12,169 12,067 11,926 11,763 8.4 8.2 8.1 7.6 
30 to 34 years ......... 10,242 11,166 11 ,210 11,293 11,414 11,575 11,765 11,948 12,076 12,135 7.8 7.8 7.6 7.8 
35 to 39 years ......... 9,545 10,483 10,632 10,768 10,874 10,960 11,020 11,075 11,153 11,267 7.2 7.3 7.3 7.2 

40 to 44 years ......... 8,788 9,640 9,735 9,844 9,967 10,112 10,269 10,423 10,557 10,663 6.7 6-.7 6.6 6.8 
45 to 49 years ......... 8,255 8,788 8,908 9,031 9,144 9,256 9,359 9,452 9,575 9,702 6.3 6.1 6.1 6.2 
50 to 54 years ••••••••• 7,257 8,016 8,049 8,102 8.175 8,273 8,389 8,515 8,638 8,754 5.5 5.6 5.5 5.6 
55 to 59 years ......... 5,868 7,090 7,185 7,279 7,354 7,417 7,463 7,508 7,564 7,ti38 4.5 4.9 4.9 4.9 
60 to 64 years ......... 4,760 5,658 5,818 5,976 6,117 6,245 6,360 6,463 6,548 6,621 3.6 3.9 4.1 4.3 
65 to 69 years ......... 3,748 4,246 4,319 4,418 4,536 4,668 4,815 4,962 5,100 5,222 2.8 2.9 3.0 3.4 
70 to 74 years ......... 2,561 3,089 3,118 3,159 3,207 3,259 3,316 3,383 3,462 3,556 1.9 2.1 2.1 2.3 
75 years and over •••••• 2,655 3,325 3,417 3,497 3,571 3,640 3,707 3,774 3,839 3,905 2.0 2.3 2.4 2.5 

14 years and over ...... 101,103 108,729 109,465 110,316 111,188 112,033 112,943 113,874 114,774 i15,804 76.8 75.5 74.2 74.4 
21 yaars and over •••••• 83,997 93,028 94,070 95,111 96,064 96,961 97,804 98,555 99,206 99,805 63.8 64.6 64.1 64.1 

Median age ...... {years) 29.0 29.8 29.7 29.7 29.8 29.9 30.0 30.2 30.4 30.7 - - - -
Adjusted for Census 
Underenumeration 

of Children 

All agas ••••••••••••••• 132,532 144,896 147,084 149,028 150,719 152,203 153,489 154,589 155,545 156,380 - - - -
Under 5 years •••••••••• 11,404 15,467 15,907 16,270 16,456 15,533 15,362 14,362 13,510 12,790 - - - -

Male, all ages ••••• 66,062 71 ,754 72,791 73,742 74,579 75,308 75,950 76,496 76,965 77,371 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years •••••••••• 5,355 7,453 7,673 7,858 7,967 8,023 7,452 6,966 /6,553 6,202 8.1 10.4 10.7 8.0 
5 to 9 years ........... 5,419 6,174 6,574 6,856 7,114 7,255 7,851 8,075 /8,260 8,356 8.2 8.ti 9.5 10.8 
10 to 14 years ......... 5,952 5,413 5,529 5,677 5,775 5,922 6,173 6,572 6,852 '7,107 9.0 7.5 7.7 9.B 
15 to 19 years ......... 6,180 5,692 5,572 5,454 5,410 5,401 5,425 5,539 5,685 5,781 9.4 7.9 7.3 7.5 
20 to 24 years ......... 5,692 6,022 6,019 5,995 5,962 5,884 5,769 5,631 5,509 5,4ti1 8.6 8.4 8.0 7.1 
25 to 29 yaars ......... 5,451 5,768 5,878 5,972 6,029 6,060 6,070 6,054 6,020 5,970 8.3 8.0 8.1 7.7 
30 to 34 years ..••••••• 5,070 5,430 5,434 5,471 5,534 5,627 5,740 5,851 5,936 5,985 7.7 7.6 7.4 7.7 
35 to 39 years ......... 4,746 5,154 5,209 5,258 5,293 5,320 5,336 5,352 5,387 5,447 7.2 7.2 7.1 7.0 

40 to 44 years ............ 4,419 4,768 4,803 4,848 4,897 4,958 5,020 5,082 5,131 5,167 6.7 6.6 5.6 5.7 
45 to 49 years ......... 4,209 4,855 4,408 4,457 4,502 4,549 4,594 4,639 4,687 4,740 6.4 6.1 6.0 ti.l 
50 to 54 years ........... 3,753 4,011 4,011 4,024 4,045 4,081 4,125 4,175 4,224 4,272 5.7 5.6 5.4 5.5 
55 to 59 years ......... 3,025. 3,573 3,601 3,630 3,651 3,667 3,677 3,687 3,703 3,727 4.6 5.0 4.9 4.8 
50 to 64 yesrs ......... 2,413 2,843 2,917 2,987 3,044 3,094 3,135 ,3,170 3,197 3,218 3.7 4.0 4.1 4.2 
55 to 69 years ......... 1,869 2,088 2,122 2,169 2,223 2,286 2,353 2,420 2,479 2,529 2.8 2.9 3.0 3.3 
70 to 74 years ......... 1,265 1,475 1,485 1,502 1,523 1,547 1,573 1,603 1,540 1,68? 1.9 2.1 2.0 2.2 
75 years and over ...... 1,244 1,525 1,556 1,584 1,609 1,633 1,656 1,679 1,703 1,727 1.9 2.1 2.2 2.2 

14 :rears and over •••••• 50,554 53,766 54,057 54,441 54,842 55,221 55,640 56,071 56,487 56,972 76.5 74.9 73.5 73.6 
21 years and over •••••• 42,005 45,824 46,253 46,727 47,161 47,572 47,952 48,284 48,567 48,826 63.6 63.9 63.2 63.1 

,Median age •••••• (years) 29.1 29.4 29.3 29.2 29.2 29.3 29.4 29.5 29.7 29.8 - - - -
Adjusted for Census 

Underenumera tion 
of Children 

All ages .................. 66,518 72,211 73,248 74,199 75,021 75,736 76,350 76,871 77,320 77,708 - - - -
Under 5 years .................. 5,811 7,909 8,129 8,315 8,410 8,451 7,852 7,341 6,907 6,539 - - - -

Female, all ages ••• 65,608 72,279 73,430 74,424 75,307 76,091 76,786 77,388 77,913 78,375 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years ............... 5,187 7,151 7,371 7,549 7,655 7,706 7,158 6,690 6,291 5,953 7.9 9.9 10.2 7.6 
5 to 9 years ................... 5,266 5,937 6,310 6,576 6,813 6,947 7,515 7,730 7,907 8,000 8.0 8.2 9.0 10.2 
10 to 14 years ........ o 5,794 5,254 5,353 5,482 5,568 ·5,709 5,933 6,307 6,571 6,807 8.8 7.3 7.4 8.7 
15 to 19 years ••••••••• 6,153 5,551 5,418 5,303 5,261 5,241 5,263 5,358 5,487 5,573 9.4 7.7 7.0 7.1 
20 to 24 years ......... 5,895 6,080 6,013 5,906 5,791 5,684 5,565 5,436 5,324- 5,281 9.0 8.4 7.7 6.7 
25 to 29 years ........ o 5,646 6,038 6,119 6,169 6,184 6,160 6,099 6,013 5,906 5,792 8.6 8.4 8.2 7.4 
80 to 34 yesrs ......... 5,172 5,736 5,777 5,823 5,880 5,948 6,024 6,096 6,140 6,150 7.9 7.9 7.8 7.8 
35 to 39 years ......... 4,800 5,329 5,424 5,510 5,581 5,640 5,684 5,722 5,766 5,821 7.3 7.4 7.4 7.4 

40 to 44 yeflrs ••••••••• 4,369 4,872 4,932 4,996 5,069 5,154 5,248 5,342 5,426 5,496 6.,7 6.7 6.7 7.0 
45 to 49 years ••••••••• 4,046 4,423 4,499 4,574 4,642 4,707 4,765 4,823 4,888 4,962 6.,2 6.1 6.2 6.3 
50 to 54 yeara ••••••••• 3,504 4,006 4,039 4,079 4,129 4,192 4,264 4,340 4,414 4,481 5.3 5.5 5.5 5.7 
55 to 59 years ......... 2,843 3,517 3,584 3,649 3,703 3,749 3,786 3,821 3,861 3,911 4.3 4.9 4.9 5.0 
60 to 64 years ••••••••• 2,347 2,815 2,901 2,990 3,072 3,151 3,225 3,293 3,352 3,403 3.6 3.9 4.1 4.3 
65 to 69 years ......... 1,879 2,158 2,197 2,249 2,312 2,383 2,462 2,542 2,621 2,693 2.9 3.0 3.1 3.4 
70 to 74 years .... 0 .... 1,296 1,614 1,638 1,657 1,683 1,712 1,743 1,780 .1,823 1,874 2.0 2.2 2.2 2.4 
75 years and over ...... 1,411 1,800 1,861 1,913 1,961 2,007 2,051 2,094 2,136 2,178 2.2 2.5 2.6 2.8 

14 years and over •••••• 50,549 54,962 55,408 55,875 56,346 56,812 57,302 57,803 58,287 58,832 77,,0 76.0 74.8 75.1 
21 yeers and over •••••• 41,992 4'7,204 47,816 48,385 48 ,903 49,389 49,852 50,271 50,639 50,979 64 .. 0 65.3 64.9 65.0 

Median age •••••• (years) 29.0 30.1 30.1 30.2 30.3 3J .5 30.7 31.0 31.2 31.4 - - - -
Adjus t~~LfQT census 
Underenumera tion 

of Children 

All agas ............... 66,014 72,685 73,836 74,830 75,698 76,467 77,138 77,718 78,225 78,672' - - - -
Under 5 yeare .......... 5.593 7,55'7 7,777 7.955 8,046 8,083 7,510 7.020 6,603 6,250 - - - -

1 The t'igures ~or the popu1etion 55 years o1d and over have been adjusted for age biases in the nonwhite popu1etion as enumerated. 
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Tabla 2.--FOREC.ilSTS OF THE POPULATION OF THE )INITED STATES INCLUDING ARMED FORCES OVERSEAS, BY AGE AND SEX, WITH NO ALLOWANCE FOR IMMIGRATION, 
JULy 1, 1948 TO 1955, AND CURRENT PROVISIONAL ESTIMATES, JULy I, 1947 

(See text for brief statement of methods and assumptions. Census ftgures, estimates, and forecasts are rounded to the nearest thousand wi thout being 
adjusted to group totals, which are independently rounded. Derived figures ere based on the unrounded absolute numbers) 

Population (in thouaands) percent distribution 
Age and sex 1940l. 

~.' 

(census) 
1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1940 . 1947 

Total, all ages •• 131,669 ,144,034 146,054 147,833 149,386 150,784 152,007 153,037 153,917 154,669 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 years •••••••••• 10,542 14,604 15,041 15,400 15,613 15,703 14,567 13,597 12,768 ,12,063 8.0 10.1 
5 to 9 years ........... 10,685 12,110 12 ,876 13,417 13,903 14,177 15,339 15,777 16,136 16,323 8.1 8.4 
10 to 14 years ••••••••• 11,746 10,667 10,869 11,136 11,309 11,591 12,061 12,831 13,371 13,855 '8.9 7.4 
15 to 19 years ......... 12,334 11,242 10,968 10,715 10,607 10,571 10,610 10,812 11,080 11,255 9.4 7.8 
20 to 24 years ••••••••• 11,588 12,102 11,982' 11,804 11,604 11,408 11,160 10,880 10,633 10,529 8.8 8.4 
25 to 29 yeara ......... 11,097 11,807 11,957 12,062 12,095 12,072 11,991 11,860 11,688 11,496 8.4 8.2 
30 to 34 years ......... 10,242 11,166 11,192 11,256 11,358 11,495 11,662 11,820 11,926 11,961 7.8 7.8 
3b to 39 years ••••••••• 9,545 10,483 10,626 10.756 10,856 10,931 10,980 11,025 11,092 11,195 7.2 7.3 

40 to 44 years ......... 8,788 9,640 9,734 9,840 9,962 10,103 10,257 10,408 10,539 10,641 6.7 6.7 
45 to 49 years ••••••••• 8,255 8,788 8,907 9,027 9,139 9,250 9,352 . 9,454 9,566 9,692 6.3 6.1 
50 to 54 years ......... 7,257 8,016 8,047 8,098 8,169 8,266 8,381 8,506 8,628 8,743 5.5 5.6 
55 to 59 years ••••••••• 5,868 7,090 7,184 7,276 7,350 7,4].2 7,457 7,500 7,555 7,628 4.5 4.9 
60 to 64 years ••••••••• 4,760 5,658 5,817 5,974 6,114 6,2,41 6,356 6,457 6,542 6,614 3.5 3.9 
65 to 69 years ......... 3,748 4,246 4,318 4,417 4,534 4,666 4,812 4,959 5,096 5,218 2.8 2.9 
70 to 74 years ...... : •• 2,561 3,089 3,118 3,158 3,206 3,258 3,315 3,381 3,460 3,554 1.9 2.1 
75 years and over •••••• 2,655 3,325 3,417 3,496 3,570 3,639 3,706 3,772 3,837 3,903 2.0 2.3 

14 years and over ..... o 101,103 108,729 109,318 110,023 110,748 111,500 112,318 113,152 113,961 114,897 76.8 75.5 
21 years and over •••••• 83,997 93,028 93,956 94,881 95,721 96,534 97,296 97,960 98,528 99,045 63.8 64.5 

Median age ...... (years) 29.0 29.8 29.7 29.7 29.8 29 .9 30.1 30.3 30.5 30.8 - -
Adjusted for Census 
Underenumeration 

of Children 

All ages •••••••..•••••• 132,532 144,896 146,917 148,695 150,219 151,588 152,759 153,743 154,584 155,304 - -
Under 5 years .......... 11,404 15,467 15,904 16,263 16,446 16,507 15,319 14,303 13,434 12,598 - -

Male, all ages ••••• 66,062 71,754 72,699 73,559 74,304 74,970 75,549 76,032 75,438 76,781 100.0 100.0 

Under 5 yaars .......... 5,355 7,453 7,671 7,854 7,961 8,009 7,429 6,935 6,513 6,154 8.1 10.4 
5 to 9 years ........... 5,419 6,174 6,569 6,847 '7,100 7,240 7,835 8,057 8,241 8,336 8.2 8.6 
10 to 14 years ......... 5,952 5,413 5,522 5,665 5,754 5,898 6,146 6,543 5,820 7,072 9.0 7.5 
15 to 19 years ••••••••• 6,180 5,692 5,559 5,429 5,372 5,359 5,379 5,488 5,530 5,722 9.4 7.9 
20 to 24 years ......... 5,692 6,022 5,987 5,933 5,867 5,782 5,659 5,515 5,385 5,32'l1l 8.6 8.4 
25 to 29 years ......... 5,451 5,768 5,853 5,923 5,956 5,968 5,959 5,926 5,872 5,804 8.3 8.0 
30 to 34 years ......... 5,070 5,430 5,424 5,450 5,503 5,581 5,679 5,775 5,847 5,881 7.7 7.6 
35 to 39 years ......... 4,746 5,154 5,208 5,256 5,290 5,311 5,321 5,331 5,360 5,414 7.2 7.2 

40 to 44 years ••••••••• 4,419 4,768 4,805 4,851 4,902 4,962 5,024 5,085 5,134 5,169 ' 6.7 5.6 
45 to 49 years ......... 4,209 4,365 4,409 4,458 4,504 4,552 4,598 4,643 4,692 4,746 6.4 6.1 
50 to 54 years ......... 3,753 4,011 4,011 4,023 4,044 4,080 4,125 4,175 4,225 4,273 5.7 5.6 
55 to 59 years ••••••••• 3,025 3,573 3,601 3,630 3,651 3,667 3,677 3,685 3,702 3,726 4.6 5.0 

.. 60 to 64 years ......... 2,413 2,843 2,917 2,987 3,044 3,094 3,135 3,169 3,196 3,217 3.7 4.0 
65 to 69 years ••••••••• 1,869 2,088 2,122 2,169 2,223 2,286 2,353 '2,420 2,479 2,529 2.8 2.9 
70 to 74 years ......... 1,265 1,475 1,485 1,502 1,523 1,547 1,573 1,603 1,640 1,682 1.9 2.1 
75 years end over •••••• 1,244 1,525 1,556 1,584 1,609 1,633 1,656 1,679 1,703 1,727 1.9 2.1 

14 yeers end over •••••• 50 ,554 53,766 53,977 54,282 54,603 54,931 55,299 55,678 56,044 56,477 76.5 74.9 
21 years end over ....... 42,005 45,824' 46,193 46,606 46,981 47,345 47,681 47,967 48,205 48,419 63.6 63.9 

Median age ...... (years) 29.1 29.4 29.3 29.3 29.3 29.4 29.5 29.6 29.8 30.0 - -
Adjust ed for Census 
Underenumeration 

of Children 

All ages ••••••••••••••• 66,518 72,211 73,156 74,016 74,746 75,398 75,949 76,407 76,793 77,118 - -
Under 5 years •••••••••• 5,811 7,909 8,127 8,311 8,404 8,437 7,829 7,310 6,857 6,491 - -

Female, all ages ... 55,608 72,279 73,355 74,274 75,082 75,814 76',457 77,006 77,479 '77 ,889 100,0 100.0 

Under 5 years .......... 5,187 7,151 7,370 7,546 7,651 7,694 7,138 6,662 5,255 5,909 7.9 9.9 
5 to 9 years ••• •••••••• 5,266 5,937 6,307 6,570 6,804 5,937 7,504 7,719 7,895 7,987 8.0 8.2 
10 to 14 years ......... 5,794 5,254 5,348 5,473 5,554 5,693 5,915 6,288 6,550 6,784 8.8 7.3 
15 to 19 years ......... 6,153 5,551 5,409 5,285 5,235 5,212 5,231 5,324 5,450 5,533 9.4 7.7 
20 to 24 years ......... 5,895 6,080 5,994 5,870 5,737 5,625 5,501 5,365 5,248 5,200 9.0 8.4 
25 to 29 years ......... 5,646 6,038 6,104 6,139 6,139 6,104 6,032 5,934 5,816 5,691 8.6 8.4 
30 to 34 years ......... 5,172 5,736 5,769 5,807 5,855 5,914 5,982 6,043 6,079 6,080 7.9 7.9 
35 to 39 years ••••••..• 4,800 5,329 5,419 5,500 5,565 5,620 5,659 5,693 5,732 5,782 7.3 7.4 

40 to 44 years ......... 4,369 4,872 4,929 4,989 5,059 5,141 5,232 5,324 5,405 5,472 6.7 6.7 
45 to 49 years ......... 4,046 4,423 4,497 4,569 4,635 4,698 4,754 4,811 4,874 4,946 6.2 6.1 
50 to 54 years ......... 3,504 4,006 4,037 4,076 4,124 4,186 4,256 4,331 4,403 4,459 5.3 5.5 

~g ~~ 59 years ......... 2,843 3,517 .3,583 3,646 3,699 3,744 3,780 3,814 3,853 3,902 4.3 4.9 
64 years .......... 2,347 2,815 2,900 2,988 3,069 3,147 3,221 3,288 3,347 3,397 3.5 3.9 

65 to 69 years ••••••••• 1,879 2,1.58 2,196 2,248 2,310 2,381 2,459 2,539 2,617 2,689 2.9 3.0 
~~ to 74 years ......... 1,296 1,614 1,633 1,656 1,682 1,711 1,742 1,778 1,821 1,872 2.0 2.2 

Yes:rs and over •••••• 1,411 1,800 1,861 1,912 1,960 2,006 2,050 2,092 2,134 2,176 2.2 2.5 

14. year d 50,549 54,962 55,341 55,741 56,146 56,569 57,018 57,474 57,917 58,420 77.0 76.0 
2i year: :~d ~::~:::::: 41,992 47,204 47,762 48,276 48,740 49,189 49,615 49,993 50 ,323 50,526 64.0 65.3 

Median age •••••• (years) 29 .0 30.1 30.1 30.2 30.4 30.5 30.8 31.0 31.3 31.5 - -
Adjusted for Census 

Underenumeration 
of Children 

:1 ages ••••••••••••••• 66,014 72,685 73,761 74,680 75,473 76,190 76,809 77,336 77,791 78,186 - -
~er 5 years •••••••••• 5,593 7,557 7,776 7,952 8,042 8,071 7,490 6,992 6,567 6,206 - -

l The figures for the population 55 years old and over have been adjusted for age bieses in the nonwhite population a~ enumerated. 
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1950 1955 

100.0 100 • .0 

10.5 7.8 
9.3 10.6 
7.6 9.0 
7.1 7.3 
7.8 6.8 
8.1 7.4 
7.6 7.7 
7.3 7.2 

6.7 6.9 
6,1 6,3 
5.5 5.7 
4.9 4.9 
4.1 4.3 
3,,0 3.4 
2 .• 1 2.3 
2,,4 2.5 

74.1 74.3 
64.1 64.0 

- -

- -
~ -

100.0 100.0 

10.7 8.0 
9.6 10.9 
7.7 9.2 
7.2 7.5 
7.9 6.9 
8.0 7.6 
7.4 7.7 
7.1 7.1 

6.S 6.7 
6.1 6.2 
5.4 5.6 
4.9 4.9 
4.1 4.2 
3.0 3.3 
2.1 2.2 
2.2 2.2 

73.5 73.6 
63.2 63.1 

- -

- -- -
100,0 100.0 

10.2 7.6 
9.1 10.3 
7.4 8.7 
7.0 7.1 
7.6 6.7 
8.2 7.3 
7.8 7.8 
7.4 7.4 

6.7 7.0 
6.2 6.3 
5.5 5.7 
4.9 5.0", 
4.1 4.4-
3.1 3.5 
2.2 2.4 
2.6 2.8 

74.8 75.0 
64.9 65.0 

- -

- -- -



Table 3.--FORECASTS OF THE POPULATION UNDER 25 YEARS OF AGE, BY SINGLE YEARS OF AGE, WITH NO ALLOW'ANCE FOR IMMIGRATION, FOR THE UNITED STATES INCLUDING 
.ARMED FORCES OVERSEAS, JULy 1, 1948 TO 1955, AND CURRENT PROVISIONAL ESTIMATES, JULy 1, 1947 

(See text for brief statement of methods and assumptions. Estimates and forecasts are rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group totals, which are 
independently rounded. Derived figures are based on the unrounded absolute numbers. Percent not shown where less than 0.1) 

Population (in thousands) Percent change since 1947 
Age 

11347 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 

,. 
Total, under 25 years ••• 60,726 61,736 62,472 63,035 63,450 63,737 63,896 63,987 64,025 +1.7 +2.9 +3.8 +4.5 +5.0 +5.2 +5.4 +5.4 

Under 1 ye ar •••••••••••••••• 3,533 3,204 2,932 2,725 2,558 2,401 2,255 2,147 2,060 -9.3 -17.0 -22.9 -27.6 -32.0 -36.2 -39,2 -41.7 
1 year •••••••••••••••••••••• 2,493 3,571 3,236 2,988 2,779 2,608 2,449 2,300 2,190 +43.2 +29.8 +19.9 +11.5 +4.6 -1.8 -7.7 -12.2 
2 years ••••••••••••••••••••• 2,746 2,682 3,763 3,437 3,175 2,953 2,772 2,602 2,445 -2.3 +37.0 +25.2 +15.6 +7.5 +0.9 '-5.2 -11.0 
3 years ••••••••••••••••••••• 2,821 2,764 2,704 3,757 3,432 3,170 2,,948 2,768 2,599 -2.0 -4-.2 +33.2 +21.6 +12.4 +4-.5 -1.9 -7.9 
4 years ••••••••••••••••••••• 3,011 2,820 2,765 2,706 3,760 3,435 3,173 2,951 2,770 -6.3 -8.2 -10.1 +24.9 +14.1 +5.4 -2.0 -8.0 

5 years ••••••••••••••••••••• 2,676 3,067 2,878 2,822 2,762 3,838 3,506 3,239 3,012 +14.6 +7.5 +5.5 +3.2 +43.4 +31.0 +21.0 +12.6 
6 years ••••••••••••••••••••• 2,484- 2,672 3,063 2,875 2,819 2,758 3,834 3,501 3,235 +7.6 +23.3 +15.7 +13.5 +11.1 +54-.3 +41.0 +30.2 
7 yeara •••••• o •••••••••••••• 2,332 2,481 2,670 3,061 2,872 2,816 2,756 3,830 3,498 +6.4- +14.5 +31.3 +23.2 +20.8 +18.2 +64.2 +50.0 
8 years ••••••••••• e" .......... 2,331 2,329 2,479 2,668 3,058 2,870 2,814 2,753 3',827 -0.1 +6.4 +14.5 +31.2 +23.1 +20.7 +18.1 +64.2 
9 years ••••••••••••••••••••• 2,288 2,328 2,327 ·2,478 2,666 3,056 2,868 2,812 2,752 +1. 7 +1.7 +8.3 +16.5 +33.6 +25.3 +22.9 +20.3 

10 years •••••••••••••••••••• 2,196 2,286 2,326 2,325 2,476 2,664 3,054 2,866 2,811 +4.1 +5.9 +5.9 +12.8 +21.3 +39.1 +30.5 +28.0 
11 years •••••••••••••••••••• 2,194 2,194- 2,284- 2,324- 2,324- 2,475 2,663 3,053 2,865 - +4.1 +6.0 +5.9 +12.8 +21.4 +39.2 +30.6 
12 years •••••••••••••••••••• 2,148 2,192 2,192 2,282 2,323 2,322 2,474 2,662 3,051 +2.1 +2.1 +6.3 +8.2 .;.8.1 +15.2 +23.9 +42.1 
13 years •••••••••••••••••••• 2,053 2,146 2,190 2,190 2,280 2,321 2,321 2,4-72 2,659 +4-.5 +6.7 +6.7 +11.1 +13.1 +13.0 +20.4 +29.5 
14 years ••• o •••••••••••••••• 2,077 2,051 2,144- 2,187 2,188 2,278 2,319 2,318 2,469 -1.3 +3.2 +5.3 +5.3 +9.7 +11.7 '+11.6 +18.9 

15 years ••••••••• ,< ••••• 0 •••• 2,147 2,075 2,04-8 2,141 2,185 2,186 2,276 2,317 2,316 -3.4 -4.6 -0.3 +1.8 +1.8 +6.0 +7.9 +7.9 
16 years •••••••••••••••••••• 2",218 2,146 2,072 2,046 2.,139 2,183 2,184 2,274 2,314 -3.3 -6.6 -7.8 -3.6 -1.6 -1.6 +2.5 +4.3 
17 years •••••••••••••••••••• 2,'243 2,218 2,143 2,069 2,044- 2,137 2,180 2,181 2,271 -1.1 -4.5 -7.7 -8.9 -4.7 -2.8 -2.7 +1.3 
18 years •••• o ••••••••••••••• 2,289 2,24-1 2,215 2,139 2,067 2,041 2,134 2,178 2,178 -2.1 -3.2 -5.5 -9.7 -10.8 -6.8 -4.9 -4.8 
19 years •••••••••••• , ••••.• o. 2,345 2,288 2,237 2,211 2,136 2,064- 2,038 2,131 2,175 -2.4 -4.6 -5.7 -8.9 -12.0 -13.1 -9.1 -7.2 

20 years •••••••••••• o. 0'.0 •• 2,382 2,344- 2,283 2,232 2,208 2,133 2,061 2,035 2,128 -1.6 -4-.1 -6.3 -7.3 -10.4 -13.5 -14.6 -10.7 
21 years •••••• 0 •••••••• 0 •••• 2,402 2,381 2,339 2,279 2,229 2,204- 2,130 2,057 2,032 ,-0.9 -2.6 -5.1 -7.2 -8.2 -11.3 -14.3 -15.4-
22 years •••••••••••••••••••• 2,418 2,399 2,376 2,334- 2,275 2,225 2,201 2,126 2,054 -0.8 -1.8 -3.5 -5.9 -8..0 -9.0 -12.1 -15.1 
23· years •••••••••••••••••••• 2,44-3 2,4-16 2,394- 2,370 2,330 2,271 2,222 2,197 2,123 -1.1 -2.0 -3.0 -4.6 -7.0 -9.1 -10.1 -13.1 
24 years .................. ,'. 2,456 2,4-4-1 2,411 2,388 2,366 2,326 2,267 2,218 2,193 -0.6 -1.8 -2.8 -3.7 -5.3 -7.7 -9.7 -10.7 

Adjusted for Census 
Underenumeration 

of Children 

Total, under 25 years ••• 61,588 62,599 63,334 63,868 64,254- 64,489 64,602 64,654- 64,660 +1.6 +2.8 +3.7 +4.3 +4.7 +4-.9 +5.0 +5.0 

Under 1 ye ar •••••••••••••••• 3,884 3,555 3,283 3,051 2,865 2,690 2,527 2,406 2,309 -8.5 -15.5 -21.4- -26.2 -30.7 -34.9 -38.1 -4-0.6 
1 year •••••••••••••••••••••• 2,786 3,863 3,528 3,259 3,031 2,84-6 2,672 2,510 2,390 +38.7 +26.7 ~l7.0 +8.8 +2.2 -4.1 -9.9 -14.2 
2 years ••••••••••••••••••••• 2,839 2,775 3,856 3,521 3,253 3,025 2,840 2,667 2,505 -2.3 +35.8 +24.0 +14.6 +(.6 +0.1 -5.0 -11.7 
3 yeara ••••••••••••••••••••• 2,887 2,830 2,770 3,84-9 3,515 3,248 3,021 2,836 2,663 -2.0 -4.1 +33.3 +21.8 +12.5 +4.6 -1.8 -7.8 
4- years ••• o •••• 0 •••• 0 •••• 0 •• 3,072 2,881 2,826 2,765 3,84-3 3,510 3,243 3,016 2,832 -6.2 -8.0 -10.0 +25.1 +14.3 +5.6 -1.8 -7.8 

L.... 
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Table 4.--FORECAS'I'S OF TIlE IvlALE AND F'EMALE roFULA.,!'ION UNDT!."'R 25 YEARS OF AGE, BY SINGLE YEA...l1S OF AGE, WITH NO A.LLO:VAllSE FOR IMIHGRA.'TION, FO? THE mUTED STATES .INCLUDING 
MtlJIED FO"itCES OVERSEA..S, JULY I, 1948 'ID 1955, AND CURRENT PROVISIO::"U ESTIMA. 'rES, JULY 1, 1947 

(See text for brief statement of methods and asswnptions. Estimates and forecasts are rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group totals, 
which are independently rounded) 

Male (in thousands) Female (in thousands) 
Age 

1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 

Total, under 25 years .. , I 30,7541 31,3081 31,7271 ~:..,054132'2881 32,448 32,537 32,589 32,612 29,9'7!:130,428 ~10,'7';'4 30,981 31,1621 31,2891 31,358 31,398 31,413 

1,808 1,636 1,4971 1>~:']1 1,30'.31 1,226 1,152 ~,096 1,052 1,?~;1 1,~S8 ;,-1,35 ~.3~4 1'2~11 1,1~5 1,103 1,O~1 ~,?S~ Under 1 year •••••••••••••••• 
1 year •••••••••••••••••••••• 
2 years ••••••••••••••••••••• 
3 years ••••••••••••••••••••• 
4 years ••••••••••••••• , •• , •• 

5 years •••••••••••••••••• , .•• 
6 years •••••• o •••••••• " ••••• 

7 years.o ••••••••••••••••••• 
8 years ••••••••.•••••••••••• 
9 years ••••••••••••••••••••• 

10 years ••••••••••• , •••••••• 
11 years •••••••••••••••••••• 
12 year's ........ 0 .. .' ......... ., .. . 

13 years ••••••••• o •••••••••• 

14 years •••••••••••••••••••• 

15 years •••••••••••••••••••• 
16 years •••••••••••••••••••• 
17 years •••••••••••••••••••• 
18 years •••••••••••••••••••• 
19 years •••••••••••••••••••• 

20 years •••••••••••••••••••• 
21 years •••••••••••..••••••• 
22 years •••••••••••••••••••• 
23 years •• ~.ge •••••• G." ••• oe 

24 years •••••••••••••••••••• 

Adjusted for Census 
Underenumeration 

1,271 1,823 1,650 1.J~4 1.417 1,331 1,250 ~,174 1,117 1.2~~1 1,/48 ~,585 ~,404 1,301 1,2!7 1,199 1~1~6 IBO,~ 

1,400 1,366 1,9211 ~_.753! 1.61S, 1150~ ~,!~; 1,328 1,2~: 1.34~1 1,31~ 1.~;3 1,G84 1,556 ~,;±7 1.7:571 1,275 It~97 
IJ43~ 1,409 1,377. ~'. ;1~1 1,749, 1J61~ ~.~~.~ 1,~Ll 1,3",~ ~~3~~1 ~.35:) ~,J~= 1,8;1 1,6831 l.,~55 1,4461 1,356 1,~7! 
1,530 1,437 1,4091. L,c~7-1 1,917, 1,750 l,6J.6 1,~03 1,41--. 1,470 1,384 ~.350 1~3~8 1,843 1,t,85 1,556 1,447 1,u5~ 

1,36'7 
1,266 
1,187 
1,188 
1,166 

1,113 
1,118 
1,090 
1,040 
1,052 

I t 086 
1,125 
1,137 
1,160 
1,186 

1,200 
1,201 
1,200 
1,209 
1,212 

1,568 
1.355 
1~265 
1,185 
1,186 

1,164 
1,112 
1,117 
1,089 
1.039 

1,050 
1,086 
1,125 
1,137 
1,160 

1,186 
1,200 
1,198 
1,198 
1,m6 

1.470 
1,566 
1,363 
1,264 
1,184 

1,185 
1,163 
1,111 
1,116 
1,087 

1,037 
1,049 
1,085 
1,123 
1,136 

1,159 
1,184 
1,198 
1,197 
1,195 

I 
1,4421 
i.468 

!;56~1 l,36.G 
J. ,263, 

1.183 
l~ 185 
1,162 
1,nO 
1,114 

1,086 
1,036 
} ,047 
1,083 
! ,121 

,135 
,158 
,183 
.197 
: 19.5 

1,409 
1,44D 
1,466 
1,563 
1,361 

1,262 
1,182 
1,184 
1,161 
1,109 

1,113 
1,085 
1,034 
1,046 
1,081 

1,119 
1,133 
1,156 
1,180 
1,194 

1,962 
1,40"1 
1,439 
1,465 
1,562 

1,360 
l,2C: . 
1,182 
1,183 
1,160 

1,107 
1,112 
1,083 
1,033 
1.044 

1,079 
1,117 
1,131 
1,153 
1,178 

1,791 
1,959 
1,4J6 
1.,,4.'38 
1,464 

1,561 
1,360 
1,261 
1,181 
1,181 

1,158 
1,106 
1,110 
1,082 

1~0311 

1,042 
1,0"18 
1,115 
1,129 
1,151 

1,654 
1,788 
1,957 
1,405 
1,435 

1,463 
1,560 
1,359 
1,259 
1,1 "19 

1,180 
1,157 
1,105 
1,109 
1,080 

1.030 
1,041 
1,0"16 
1,113 
1,126 

1,539 
1,652 
1,786 
1,956 
1,404 

1,435 
1,462 
1,559 
1,357 
1,258 

1,178 
1,1?8 
1,156 
1,103 
1,107 

1,078 
1,0:28 
l, )3·3 
1,074 
1,111 

1,309 
1,2]'7 
1,145 
1,143 
1,123 

1,083 
1,075 
1,058 
1,013 
1,025 

:L,050 
1,094 
1,107 
1,130 
J.,160 

1,182 
19 202 
1,219 
1,235 
1.2~,3 

1,499 
1,307 
1,216 
] ,144 
1,141 

l~ 122 
1,082 
J.,075 
l. ,05? 
1,012 

1,024 
1,059 
1,093 
1,104 
1,128 

1.158

1 

1,181 
1,201 
1,,219 
1,235 

i 
1,4081 
1,498 
1,306 
1,215 
1,143 

1,141 
1, 1~~1 
1,081 
1,074 
1,056 

1,011 
1,024 1 
1,058 
1,092 
1.101 

1~124 

1.15~ 
1,177 
1,197 
1~216 

1,380 
1. ,407 
1,496! 
l,305

1 

1,21:; 

1.142 
1.,140 
1,120 
1,080 
1,073 

1,055/ 
1,010 

1,
022

1 
1,057 
Ip0901 

1.098 
1,121 
1,151 
1,174 
1,194 

1,''352

1

. 
1,3'79 
1,406 
1,495 
1,3051 

I 

1,2141 
1;141 
1,139 
1,119 
1,079 

1,072 
19054 
1.009 
1,021 
1.05\~. 

1,089 
1,096 
1.119 
.1,150 
1,172 

1,875 
1,351 
l!l3'?8 
1.405 
1,494 

1,304 
1,214 
1,141 
1,138 
1,11.8 

! 

1,0781 

1,071 1 
1,053 
1:008 
1 ~02"O 

1,054 
1,087 
1,0')4 
1,118 
1,148 

1,715 
1,874 
1,350 
1,377 
1,404 

1,494 
1~30.'3 
1.213 
1,140 
1,138 

1,117, 
1,0'18 
1,070 
1,052 
l~OO? 

1,018 
1,052 
1,085 
1.093 
1,115 

1,585 
1,713-'-" 

1~873 
1,34,9 
1,375 

.:'.403 
1~493 
1,303 
1.~:12 
1,1:;19 

1 1 13'7 
1~1l'7 
1,077 
1,069 
1,051 

1,005 
1,017 
1,051 
1,084 
1,091 

1,4"14, 
1,583 
1,712 
1,,871 
1,348 

1~375 
1,402 
1,492 
1,302 
1!212 

1,138 
1$la6 
1,116 
1,075 
1,068· 

1,049 
1,004-
1,015 
1,049 
1,08;:1 

of' Children .. I I . 
Total. undar 25 yeare... 31.210 I 31.?641-"2.,841_~?,~132.848 

I 
30.8341 31 ",50 I 31,372

1 
31.538 

i 

32,913 32,9441 32,950 30,378 31,641 31,~8gl 31,710 31, '710 

Under 1 year................ 1,990 1,818 1,6'791 ,560 1'46511~376 1,293\ 1,231 1,181 1,894: 1,7371 It6C.'5!l,491 1,399 1~31411~23411'17511~.l?r.:.: 
1 year...................... 1,423 1,976 1,803 .665 1,549 1,455 1,;:)63 1,283 1,222 1,363 1,888 1,725 1,594 1,4132 1,391 1.306 1,22'1 1,':'t£ 

years.... ••.••••••••••••.• 1,451 1,,,,16 1,972 /199 1,662 1,546 1,452 1,363 1,281 1,387 1,358 1,884. 1.722 1,591 1,480 1,388 1,304 1,22;" ~e~rs ••• ~................. ~,4~5 1,446 1,41~ :968 1,796 1 1,659 1,5~31 ~,~49 ~,361 1,!~2 1.3~41 1,3~~1 ~.8~Jl 1,?2~ 1,589 ~,47:. 1,3~5 1,~02 
4 years .... '0' oQ'" ......... ~.5{1 1,472 Ij44=L __ ,.:.=:.t~~3 1.~ .L,:J41j 1,4471 1,;:JU1~ 1'~~::1_~,3041 __ ~~~ 1,'7171 lr5~ 1,4.5/ 1,.J84 

,~// ! t I 

l~ 

()1 
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Table 5.-FORECASTS OF ELEMENl'ARY AND HIGH SCHOOL Et-l'1WLLMENT, BY GRJ,.DE, FOR THE UNITED STATES, APRIL, 1948 TO 1960, 
AND CUR..RENT ESTDIiATES, APRIL, 1947 

(In general, enrollment ~y be expected to be somewhat a~al1er in April than at the start of the school year. See text for brief state­
ment of methods 5lld asswnptions. Estinates and forecasts are rounded to nearest thousand. Percent not shown where less than 0.1) 

Elementary school High Bchool 

Year Tot.al I 

Total 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total 1 2 3 4 

NUMBER ENROLLED 
(IN mOUSANDS) 

1947 •• ; ••••• ~ ••••• 24,546 18,269 5,394 2,565 2,421 2,298 2,174 1,960 1,864 1,573 6,277 1,908 1,737 1,465 1,167 
1948 •••••••••••••• 25,007 16,666 3,541 2,676 2,505 2,355 2,181 1,996 1,892 1,540 6,321 1,766 1,728 1,507 1,320 
1949 •••••••••••••• 25,798 19,579 3,926 2,829 2,625 2,447 2,248 2,015 1,917 1,572 6,219 1,730 1,609 1,510 1,270 
1950 •••••••••••••• 26,635 20,521 4,048 3,154 2,780 2,570 2,343 2,088 1,939 1,599 6,114 1,746 1,580 1,411 1,377 
1951 •••••••••••••• 27,414 21,394 4,062 3,263 3,090 2,712 2,456 2,173 2,004 1,614 6,020 1,761 1,591 1,385 1,283 
1952 •••••••••••••• 28,217 22,172 3,956 3,315 3,209 3,030 2,604 2,288 2,096 1,674 6,045 1,767 1,612 1,402 1,264 
1953 .............. 29,622 23,487 4,558 3,229 3,260 3,146 2,909 2,426 2,206 1,753 6,135 1,816 1,619 1,421 1,279 
1954 •••••••••••.••• 31,055 24,781 4,754 3,741 3,174 3,194 3,022 2,712 2,338 1,846 6,274 1,883 1,665 1,429 1,297 
1955 ............... 32,205 25,789 4,841 3,872 3,640 3,078 3,040 2,788 2,590 1,940 6,416 1,954 1,711 1,458 1,293 
1956 •••••••••••••• 33,065 26,394 4,483 3,976 3,786 3,552 2,944 2,819 . 2,675 2,159 6,671 2,047 1,786 1,511 1,327 
1957 •••••••••••••• 33,704 26,594 4,184 3,704 3,9.00 3,706 3,408 2,738 2,714 2,240 7,110 2,268 1,880 1,583 1,379 
1958 •••••••••••••• 34,104 2Q,549 3,929 3,475 3,643 3,827 3,570 3,179 2,645 2,281 7,555 2,337 2,093 1,674 1,451 
1959 •••••••••••••• 34,046 26,160 3,668 3,258 3,404 3,565 3,672 3,316 3,060 2,217 7,886 2,350 2,150 1,856 1,530 
1960 •••••••••••••• 34,091 25,969 3,506 3,103 3,233 3,374 3,465 3,456 3,233 2,599 8,122 2,279 2,190 1,932 1,721 

PERCENT CHANGE 
SINCE 

PRECEDn!G DATE 

1948 •••••••••••••• +1.9 +2.3 +4.3 +4.3 +3.5 +2.5 +0.3 +0.8 +1.5 -,2.1 +0.7 -7.4 -0.5 +2.9 +13.1 
1949 •••••••••••••• +3.2 +4.8 +10.9 +5.7 +4.8 +3.9 +3.1 +1.0 +1.3 +2.1 -1.6 -2.0 -6.9 +·0.2 +3.8 
1950 •••••••••••••• +3.2 +4.8 +3.1 +11.5 +5.9 +5.0 +4.2 +3.6 +1.1 +1.7 -1.7 +0.9 -1.8 -6.6 +0.5, 
1951 •• "0 ••••••••• +2.9 +4.3 +0.8 +3.5 +11.2 +5.5 +4.8 +4.1 +3.4 +0.9 -1.5 +0.9 +0.7 -1.8 -6.8 
1952 •••••••••••••• +2.9 +3.6 -3.1 +1.6 +3.9 +11.7 +6.0 +5.3 +4.6 +3.7 +0.4 +0.3 +1.3 +1.2 -1.5 
1953 •••••••••••••• +5.0 +5.9 +15.2 -2.6 +1.6 +3.8 +11.7 +6.0 +5.2 +4.7 +1.5 +2.8 +0.4 +1.4 +1.2 
1954 •••••••••••••• +4.8 +5.5 +4.3 +15.9 -2.6 +1.5 +3.9 +11.8 +6.0 +5.3 +2.3 +3.7 +2.8 +0.6 +1.4 
1955 •••••••••••••• +3.7 +4.1 +1.8 +3.5 +14.7 -3.6 +O.C +2.8 +10.8 +5.1 +2.3 +3.8 +2.8 +2.0 -0.3 
1956 •••••••••••••• +2.7 +2.3 -7.4 +2.7 . +4.0 +15.4 -3.2 +1.1 +3.3 +11.3 +4.0 +4.8 +4.4 +3.6 +2.6 
1957 •••••••••••••• +1.9 +0.8 -6.7 -6.8 +3.0 +4.3 +15.8 -2.9 +1.5 +3.8 +6.6 +10.8 +5.3 +4.8 +3.9 

1958 •••••••••••••• +1.2 -0.2 -6.1 -6.2 -6.6 +3.3 +4.8 +16.1 -2.5 +1.8 +6.3 +3.0 +11.3 +5.7 +5.2 

1959 •••••••••••••• -0.2 -1.5 -6.6 -6.2 -6.6 -6.8 +2.9 +4.3 +15.7 -2.8 +4.4 +0.6 +2.7 +10.9 +5.4 
1960 •••••••••••••• +0.1 -0.7 -4.4 -4.8 -5.0 -5.4 -5.6 +4.2 +5.7 +17.2 +3.0 -3.0 +1.9 +4.1 +12.5 

PERCENT CHANGE 
SINCE 

.APRIL, 1947 

194.'3 •.•••••••••••. +1.9 +2.3 +4.3 +4.3 +3.5 +2.5 +0.3 +0.8 +1.5 -2.1 +0.7 -7.4 -0.5 +2.9 +13.1 

1949 •••••••••••••• +5.1 +7.2 +15.7 +10.3 +8.4 +6.5 +3.4 +1.8 +2.8 -0.1 -0.9 -9.3 -7.4 +3.1 +17.4 

1950 •••••••••••••• +8.5 +12.3 +19.3 +23.0 +14.8 +11.8 +7.8 +5.5 +4.0 +1.7 -2.6 -8.5 -9.0 -3.7 +18.0 
1951 •••••••••••••• +11.7 +17.1 +20.3 +27.2 +27.6 +18.0 +13.0 +9.7 +7.5 +2.6 -4.1 -7.7 -8.4 -5.5 +9.9 
1952 .............. +15.0 +21.4 +16.6 +29.2 +32.5 +31.9 +19.8 +15.6 +12.4 +6.4 -3.? -7.4 -7.2 -4.3 +8.3 
1953 .............. +20.7 +28.6 +34.3 +25.9 +34.7 +36.9 +33.8 +22.5 +18.3 +11.4 -2.3 -4.8 -6.8 -3.0 +9.6 

1954 •••••••••••••• +26.5 +35.6 +40.1 +45.8 +31.1 +39.0 +39.0 +37.0 +25.4 +17.4 - -1.3 -4.1 -2.5 +11.1 

1955 •••••••••••••• +31.2 +41.2 +42.6 +51.0 +50.4 +33.9 +39.8 +40.8 +38.9 +23.3 +2.2 +2.4 -1.5 -0.5' +10.8 

1956 •••••••••••••• +34.7 +44.5 +32.1 +55.0 +56.4 +54.6 +35.4 +42.4 +43.5 +3? .3 +6.3 +7.3 +2.8 +3.1 +13.7 

1957 •••••••••••••• +37.3 +45.6 +23.3 +44.4 +61.1 +61.3 +56.8 +38.3 +45.6 +42.4 +13.3 +18.9 +8.2 +8.1 +18.2 

1958 •••••••••••••• +38.9 +45.3 +15.8 +35.5 +50.5 +66.5 +64.2 +60.6 +41.9 +45.0 +20.4 +22.5 +20.5 +14.3 +24.3 

1959 •••••••••••••• +38.7 +43.2 +8.1 +27.0 +40.6 +55.1 +68.9 +67.5 +64.2 +40.9 +25.6 +23.2 +23.8 +26.7 +31.1 

1960 •••••••••••••• +38.9 +42.1 +3.3 +21.0 +33.5 +46.8 +59.4 +74.5 +73.4 +65.2 +29.4 +19.4 +26.1 +31.9 +47.5 


