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PROJECTIONS OF THE NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 
AND FAMILIES: 1975 to 1990 

(This report supersedes report Series P·25, No. 476, published in February 1972) 

This report presents projections of the number of 
households and families for the years 1975 to 1990. 
Three main series (Series A, S, and C) and an analytical 
series (Series 1<) are given on the number of households 
by type. Data on households by age of head, the average 
size of households and families, and the marital status of 
the population by age are also presented according to 
Series A, S, and C. 

These projections of households are illustrative, that is, 
they are designed to indicate the number of households 
which would result from applying certain assumptions 
about future rates of household formation and popula­
tion change. They were based on extrapolations to 1990 
of changes in marital status and household status 
observed over the period 1960 to 1974 and on the avail­
able projections of the total population by age and sex. 

Table A. ESTIMATED NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS, 1930 TO 1974, AND PROJECTIONS, 

1975 TO 1990 

(Numbers in thousands) 

of households 
Average annual increase 

Number 
preceding date over 

Year 

Series A Series B Series C Series A Series B Series C 

\. J 
Y 

Census: 
1930 (April 1) . o ••••••••••••••• 29,905 1542 
1940 (April 1) ... 0 ••••••••••••• 34,949 504 

Current Population Survey: 
1947 (April 1) .......•......... 39,107 594 
1950 (March 1) •.••••...•••••••• 43,554 1,525 
1955 (April 1) .......•.•••.•... 47,874 850 
1960 (March 1) ...••..•••.••.•.• 52,799 2959 
1965 (March 1) •..•...•.•••.•... 57,436 927 
1970 (March 1) .....•.••...•.... 63,401 1,193 
1974 (March 1) ...••....•.•..... 69,859 1,615 

-A A 
Projections: r \ r \ 

1975 (July 1) ....•••..•........ 71,769 71,684 71,514 31,569 31,553 31,521 
1980 (July 1) .•.••••••••.•.•... 79,953 79,356 78,159 1,637 1,534 1,329 
1985 (July 1) ....•.....•....... 88,456 87,188 84,655 1,701 1,566 1,299 
1990 (.July 1) •••••••• 0 ••••••••• 96,318 94,270 90,185 1,572 1,416 1,106 

.. 

lAverage annual increase between 1920 and 1930. 
2Excludes increase in the number of households attributable to the addition of Alaska 

and Hawaii to the United States. 
3Average annual increase over March 1, 1970. 
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The projections were prepared on the assumption 
that there would be no general war or other catastrophe 
during the projection period. The projections assume 
that the nu mber of Armed Forces abroad and in 
military barracks in the United States would continue at 
the level of 1.2 million, as estimated for July 1, 1974. 

The tables show esti mates for various dates based on 
current surveys of the Census Bureau for comparison 
with the projections. Since the survey data are based on 
samples of the population, they are subject to sampling 
error. For estimates of the sampling error of the survey 
data, see Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 
276. 

It should be noted that the increase in the number of 
households (occupied housing units) which may occur 
by 1990 is not necessarily identical with the volume of 
housing construction which may take place during this 
period. The number of housing units constructed is 
likely to differ from the increase in the number of 
households because of the change in the number of 
vacant units, the demolition of existing units, and 
conversions or mergers of un its in existing structures. 

Increase in the Number of Households 

According to the highest series of household projec­
tions (Series A), the number of households in the 

United States would reach 96.3 million by July 1990; 
this figure implies an increase of 26.5 million during the 
1974-1990 period over the 69.9 million of March 1974 
(table 1). The lowest series (Series C) indicates that 
there would be 90.2 million households in 1990; this 
figure implies an increase of 20.3 million households 
during the 1974-1990 period. The two sNies of projec­
tions show increases of 38 and 29 percent, respectively, 
over this period. 

Husband-wife households made up about 67 percent 
of all households in 1974 (table B). In the projections 
for the year 1990, husband·wife households range from 
61 percent (Series A) of all households to 66 percent 
(Series C). Households consisting of a person living 
alone or households headed by a person living with 
nonrelatives only (primary individuals) accounted for 21 
percent of all households in 1974. In 1990, the number 
of primary individuals is expected to range from 23 
percent of all households (Series C) to 26 percent 
(Series A). At the present ti me about nine-tenths of all 
primary individuals live alone. 

While' primary individuals would constitute about 
one-fourth of all households in 1990, they would 
account for between about 40 percent (Series A) and 27 
percent (Series C) of the total increase in households for 

Table B. ESTIMATED PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE, 1974, 

AND PROJECTIONS. 1980, 1985, AND 1990 

fami.li.es Primaryi.ndividuals 

Total 
Other Year 

households Husband- Female 
wife 

male 
head 

Male Female 
head 

Current Population Survey: 
1974 ..•••....•.....•.••....••.. 100.0 67.0 2.0 9.6 8.1 13.3 

Projections: 
Series A: 

1980 .•......•...••.......•... 100.0 64.8 2.0 9.8 9.2 14.2 
1985 .••......•....•..••...... 100.0 63.0 1.9 10.1 10.1 14.9 

1990 •.•....••...••.....••.... 100.0 61.3 2.0 10.4 10.9 15.4 

Series B: 
1980 ...•....•..•••....••••... 100.0 65.3 2.0 I 9.8 8.9 14.0 
1985 ..••...•••.•.•.•••.•••.•• 100.0 64.0 2.0 10.0 9.6 14.5 
1990 •.....••...•.....•.••...• 100.0 62.7 2.0 10.2 10.3 14.9 

Series C: 
1980 ••.•.•.•..•....•.•..•.••. 100.0 66.4 2.0 9j '.J :3.6 
1985 •.....•••..••...•.••...•. 100.0 66.0 2.0 9.8 8.6 13.6 
1990 .•.• : •.•.•.••....••.•.••. 100.0 65.6 2.0 9.8 8.8 13.7 

------ --- ----



Table C. PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF THE PROJECTED TOTAL INCREASE IN THE NUMBER 

OF HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE OF HOUSEHOLD, FROM 1974 TO 1980,1985, AND 1990 
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Primar y families Primary individuals 

Projection series and period 
from 1974 to projection year 

Series A: 
1980 ...••........•.•••..•••••.. 
1985 ................•..•..••..• 
1990 ..•..•..•.•........•....... 

Series B: 
1980 ..•.....••...•••....•.•.... 
1985 ...•.........•......••..•.. 
1990 .•.••.•...••....•....•.••.. 

Series C: 
1980 .•......•...•...•...••..... 
1985 ........•........•....•...• 
1990 ••..••..•.....•...•..•..... 

Total 
households Husband­

wife 

100.0 49.7 
100.0 48.0 
100.0 46.3 

100.0 53.0 
100.0 51.8 
100,0 50.3 

100.0 61.2 

100.0 t 61.2 
100.0 60.9 

------------------------------- -~---------- ------

Other 
male Female 

Male 
head head 

1.4 11. 4 16.6 
1.6 12.0 16.6 
1.8 12.4 18.5 

1.5 11.0 15.0 
1.7 11.6 15.8 
1.9 11.8 16.5 

in 10.3 11.0 
1.8 10.5 11.3 
2.0 10.6 11.4 

Table D. PROJECTIONS OF THE NUMBER AND INCREASE OF HOUSEHOLDS: 
EACH YEAR, 1975 TO 1990 

(In thousands. Reference date is July 1) 

Number I Increase over preceding year 

Female 

20.9 
20.7 
21.1 

19.4 
19.2 
19.4 

16.0 
15.3 
15.1 

Year I Series A Series B Series C 

Series A Series B Series 
C !Number Per- f Per- Per-

cent 
Number 

cent 
Number 

cent 

1975 .••.•.•••..••.. 71,769 71,684 71,514 11,509 2.1 

I 
11,424 2.0 11,254 1.8 

1976 ......•....•••. 73,316 73,140 72,788 1,547 2.2 1,456 2.0 1,274 1.8 
1977 ...•..••......• 74,952 74,681 74,136 1,636 2.2 1,541 2.1 1,348 1.9 
1978 .••. , •.•....•..• 76,597 76,223 75,474 1,645 2.2 1,542 2.1 1,338 1.8 
1979 .••...•........ 78,272 77,789 76,823 1,675 2.2 1,566 2.1 I 1,349 1.8 
1980 •.............. 79,953 79,356 78,159 1,681 2.1 1,567 2.0 1,336 1.7 
1981 ..........•.... 81,667 80,948 79,507 1,714 2.1 1,592 2.0 1,348 1.7 
1982 .•••..•....... , 8:3,398 82,551 80,855 1,731 I 2.1 1,603 2.0 1,348 1.7 
1983 .. , .•..•. , ...• , 85,113 84,131 82,167 1, 715

1 
2,1 1,580 1.9 1,312 

I 
1.6 

1984 ... , .......• , •• 86,805 85,682 83,439 1,692 2.0 1,551 1.8 1,272 1.5 
198.? ..••..•..••... 88,456 87,188 84,655 1,651 I 1. 9 1,506 1.8 1,216 1.5 
1986 ....• , .......•.. 90,061 88,644 85,816 ,,"05

l
l. 6 1,456 1.7 1,161 1.4 

1987 ...•........... 91,642 90,073 86,943 1,581 1.8 1,429 1.6 1,127 1.3 
1988 ....••.••.....• 93,201 91,478 88,041 1,559 1.7 1,405 1.6 1,098 1.3 
1989 •......•.. " ... '. 94,773 92,891 89,135 1,572 1.7 1,413 1.5 1,094 1.2 
1990 ••...•.•....••• 96,318 94,270 90,185 1,545 1.6 1,379 1,5 1,050 1.2 

lIncrease based on an estimate for July 1, 1974, based on the March 1974 CPS. 
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the period 1974 to 1990 (table C). On the other hand, 
while husband-wife households would constitute from 
about three-fifths to two-thirds of all households in 
1990, the increase in the number of husband-wife 
households between 1974 and 1990 would range from 
46 percent (Series A) to 61 percent (Series C) of the 
total increase. 

The number of households in the United States 
showed an average annual increase of 1.2 million 
between 1965 and 1970 (table A). Between 1970 and 
1975, the average annual increase was 1.5 or 1.6 million, 
as can be seen in table A. The highest ave'rage annual 
increase in the number of households for future periods 
is seen in projection Series A, which shows a gain of 1.7 
million per year in the 1980 to 1985 period. The lowest 
average annual increase for future periods is given by 
Series C, which shows an increase of only 1.1 million 
per year for the years 1985 to 1990. 

The results for each series show a tendency for the 
amount of household growth to be relatively stable over 
the next decade and a half, as would be expected from 

the projection procedure (see below). Fluctuations in 
the annual change in the number of households vary 
from a very mild rise to a mild decline and are much 
smaller than in the last several years (tables D and A). 
Moreover, all of the series of projections imply a decline 
in the annual rate of increase of households over the 
next fifteen years. 

Households of Head 

During the years 1970 to 1974, the increase in the 
number- of households was largely concentrated within 
two broad age~of-head groups: households with heads 
under 35 years of age (64 percent of the total growth) 
and households with heads 65 years and over (21 
percent). The large increase in households headed by 
persons 65 years old and over is largely a function of the 
rapid increase in the number of aged persons and the 
tendency for more elderly persons to continue to 
maintain their own homes after their families have 
dissolved. The increase in households with heads 25 to 
34 years old in the 1970-74 period was particularly 
large, and reflects the increase in the size of the birth 

Table E. ESTIMATED AVERAGE ANNUAL INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS, BY 
AGE Of HEAD, 1970 TO 1974, AND PROJECTIONS, 1974 TO 1980, 1980 TO 1985. AND 
1985 TO 1990 

(In thousands. Reference date is July 1, except as noted. 
Minus sign -) denotes net decrease) 

Age of head (years) 

--~~--Period and series 
Total, 

Under 25 25 34 35 
_ 65 and 

all 
to to* to 54 55 to 61 ages 

--t---:r~"t-I 1970 to 1974 1 
•••••••••• 1,615 :375 659 -27 181 81 345 

Series A 

1974 to 1980 ... '" ..... 1,594 194 656 281 -75 186 351 
1980 to 1985 ... '" ....• 1,701 60 537 663 -15 86 369 
1985 to 1990 ......•.•.. 1.572 -60 317 651 327 -82 418 

Series B 

1974 to 1980 .. " ....... 1,500 173 625 269 -79 177 333 
1980 to 1985 .... , ...... 1,566 31 489 641 -17 79 343 
1985 to 1990 ........... 1,416 -88 260 618 326 -84 384 

Series C 

I 
1974 to 1980 .•....... 311 133 565 I 246 

-iU 
157 297 

19?0 to 1985 ......... 299 -22 399 I 598 -26 59 290 
1985 to 1990 ......... 106 -136 158 1 555 312 -99 315 

1 Period is from March 1 to March 1. 



cohorts born between the late 1930's and the late 
1940's. Because of the continued movement into later 
adult ages of persons born in the late 1940's and the 
entry into adult ages of persons born in the similarly 
high fertility years of the 1950's and early 1960's, the 
major portion of the projected increase in the number 
of households from 1975 to 1990 wi II occur for 
households headed by persons between the ages of 25 
and 44 years (table E). 

Average Size of Households and Families 

I n March 1974, the average number of persons per 
household was 2.97 and the average per family was 
3.44. Table 3 shows projections of the average size of 
households and families for the years 1975 to 1990. For 
1990 average household size may be as high as 2.80 
(household Series C in combination with population 
projection Series I) or as low as 2.40 (household Series 
A in combination with population projection Series III). 
Average family size may be as high as 3.28 or as low as 
2.87. All series show a continuation of the decline in 
household and family size that has occurred since 1965. 
The decline is due, in part, to the fall in the birth rate, 
which is directly reflected in a decrease of average 
number of persons under 18 years old, and also to the 
increase in the proportion of adults who live alone. 

Since the average number of persons per household or 
family under 18 years has been falling, and is expected 
to continue to fall, more rapidly than the average 
number 18 years old and over, and because of the 
observed and expected increase in the proportion of 
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adults who live alone, the gap between the average size 
of households and the average size of families has been 
steadily widening and may be expected to remain large, 
if not to increase. 

Comparison of March 1975 CPS Estimates 
and March 1975 Projections 

The March 1975 Current Population Survey (CPS) 
estimates became available after these projections were 
completed. A comparison has been made between the 
estimated number of households, by type of household, 
obtained from the March 1975 Current Population 
Survey, and the Series B projections for March 1975 
(derived by linear interpolation between an estimate for 
July 1974 based on the March 1974 CPS and the 
projections for July 1975). The difference between the 
CPS estimate of all households and the projection was 
slight, only 0.1 percent (table F). However, the figures 
for specific types of households showed substantially 
larger differences. The projection of husband-wife 
households for March 1975, was 588,000 higher (1.3 
percent) than the CPS estimate, and the projection of 
female primary family heads was 289,000 lower (4.1 
percent) than the CPS esti mate. Differences between the 
CPS esti mates and the Series A and C projections for 
March 1975 closely resembled the differences between 
thu CPS estimates and Series B. 

As explained below, the projections are based on 
mathematical extrapolation of recent trends in age­
specific proportions by marital status and headship 
categories; the results of the March 1975 Current 

Table F. COMPARISON OF PROJECTIONS AND CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY ESTIMATES 
OF HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE: MARCH 1975 

Type of household 

Total households ......•. , 

Primary families •••.•..•.•••••• 
Husband-wife .••....•••.•••••• 
Other male head .....••.••••.• 
Female head~~~09~gO $ ~~~.d~Q.O 

Primary individuals ••••.••••••• 
Male •..•....•..•.••..•••••••. 

(Numbers in thousands) 

~3(-'rj C:J B 

pro.iections! 

71, 

55, 
47, 
1, 
G,8:l8 

15,390 
5,842 
9,548 

Current 
Population 

Survey 

71,120 

55,563 
4G,951 
1,485 
7,127 

15,557 
5,912 
9,G45 

+89 

.J.256 
+588 

-43 
-289 

+0.1 

+0.5 
+1.3 
-2.9 
-4.1 
-1.1 
-1.2 
-1.0 

l Derived by linear interpolation between the estimate for July 1, 1974 and the projection 

for July 1, 1975. 
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Population Survey imply a change in the distribution 01 
households by type over the last year or so that deviated 
from these recent trends. However, the pattern of 
change recorded between 1974 and 1975 can not be 
safely considered as indicative of a new direction in the 
pattern of household formation without a continuation 
of the pattern during the next several years; the general 
trend of the last decade or so may, in fact, be resu med. 

Methods and Assumptions 

Population. The projections of the number of house­
holds and families shown in this repol t are based on the 
Series II population projections that were published in 
Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 541 
(February 1975). Only one series of population projec­
tions was used because even in 1990 the various series of 
population projections differ only in the age cohort 
under age 16. 

The projections of average household and family size 
involve use of projections of popUlation for persons of 
all ages. For this reason, separate figures have been 
calculated on the basis of Series I, II, and III population 
projections; the latter essentially reflect different as­
sumptions about the number of future births. 

The population projections used in preparing the 
projections of households shown in this report include 
members of the Armed Forces in the United States 
living off post or with their families on post, and 
exclude members of the Armed Forces abroad and 
members of the Armed Forces living in the United 
States in military barracks and similar quarters. To 
derive this population, the number of Armed Forces 
(residing in the United States and abroad) for July 1, 
1974 was subtracted from the total population by age 

Table G NUMBER OF ARMED FORCES MEMBERS, 
BY AGE AND SEX, EXCLUDED FROM THE 
TOTAL POPULATION USED IN PREPARING 
HOUSEHOLD PROJECTIONS 

Age Male Female 

Total, all ages .. 1,083,725 68,275 

17 years ....... " ...... 33,374 89 
18 and 19 years .......• 274,268 15,499 
20 to 24 years ......... 556.335 36,036 
25 to 29 years •....... , 140,731 9,635 
30 to 34 years ... , ..... 36,354 2,863 
35 to 44 years ......... 28,114 2,913 
45 to 54 years ......... 14,466 1,198 
55 to 64 years ......... 83 42 

and sex for all years of the projection period and the 
number of Armed Forces included in the Current 
Population Survey for March 1, 1974, by age and sex, 
was added back in for all years of the projection period. 
This calculation was carried out before the specific 
calculations to develop projections of the number of 
households. Table G presents the number of Armed 
Forces subtracted from the total population including 
Armed Forces abroad used in preparing the projections 
of households. 

Data for 1960 through 1974 were utilized in prepar­
ing the marital status and headship proportions used in 
these projections. In order to make the data from each 
survey comparable, the category "secondary families in 
group quarters" had to be modified for some years. 
Prior to 1968, related persons living in group quarters 
were considered as members of secondary families. 
However, by this date the number of such families 
became so small that, beginning with Current Popula­
tion Survey data in 1968, persons in these families were 
included in the count of secondary individuals. There­
fore, before any marital status or headship proportions 
were developed from the survey data for the years 1960 
to 1967, secondary family members in group quarters 
were designated secondary individuals in group quarters. 

The population used in preparing the household 
projections also includes estimates of inmates of institu­
tions. The estimates of inmates implied in the projec­
tions of population were determined by applying 
age-specific proportions of inmates, developed from 
1970 census data, to the projected population, by age 
and sex. These age-specific proportions of inmates were 
thus assumed to remain constant after April 1, 1970, 
that is, for both the period since the census and the 
projections period. It was necessary to include inmates 
in the projections since they had been included in the 
Current Population Survey prior to 1972. In order to 
provide a comparable series of data for use in making 
the projections, the number of inmates (estimated as 
described above) and the distribution of inmates by 
marital status (developed by using the percent distribu­
tion of inmates at each age by marital status from the 
1970 census) was estimated for 1972 through 1974 and 
added into the CPS population. 

Marital Status and Household Proportions. The next 
stage in the preparation of the projections of households 
and families was to project the proportions of persons in 
two marital status groups (single and ever-married) and 
the proportions of persons who are household heads and 
of persons in other relevant categories of household 
relationship and family status. The proportions used are 
itemized below in the section on "Steps involved in 
making household projections." The proportions were 
projected from observations developed from Current 

) 



Population Survey data on the age, sex, and marital 
status distribution of the population for March 1 of 
each year 1960 through 1974. 

< The marital status and household proportions were 
projected as follows: Each marital status and household 
series for years, t = 1960, 1961, ... ,1974, was fitted to a 
model of the form 

* * loge (x
t
) =a

o 
+a

1
t ,t =t-1959 (1) 

using a weighted least squares procedure.! This model is 
equivalent to fitting a straight line to the logarithms of 
the proportions, i.e., to fitting an exponential curve 
(with continuous compounding) to the original propor­
tions. The model in (1) was used to obtain the projected 
value fqr 1990, Q1990' when the estimate of a1 was 

( negative. When the estimate of a1 was positive, it was 

< necessary to use an alternative model to insure that the 
projected proportions Q1990' was between 0 and 1. The 

alternative model, again fitted using weighted least 
squares, was 

in this case a straight line was fitted to the logarithms of 
the complements of the proportions. This is equivalent 
to fitting an exponential curve (with continuous com­
pounding) to the complements of the original propor­
tions. If the estimate of a

1 
in (2) was also positive, the 

model which had the smaller estimated value for a
1 

was 

used to obtain ~1990' the projected proportion for 

1990. 

The models described in (1) and (2), which used the 
logarithms of the proportions and a linear trend, proved 
to be tile most satisfactory for projecting the 1960-1974 
series of proportions to 1990, as compared with some 
other models which were considered. The latter includ­
ed using the simple proportions rather than the loga­
rithms, fitting polynomials of degrees one, two, and 
three, forcing the model through the observed values for 
1974, and combinations of these variations. 

After the projected values for 1990, ~ 1990' were 

obtained for each series of marital status and household 
proportions using model (1) or (2), the projections for 

! The observations used to fit the equations were weighted to 
take into account the fact that the variance of the CPS estimates 
of the rates for years from 1967 to 1974 was two-thirds of the 
variance of the estimated rates for years prior to 1967. 
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the intervening years were obtained by linear interpola­
tion of the logarithms of the values for 1974 and 1990. 
More specifically, the intervening proportions were 
obtained from the following formula: 

A -1 A 
log x1974 + (' log x1974 + 16 (log x

1990 
-log x

1974
), 

i = 1, 2, ... 15 

The projected marital status and household propor­
tions obtained by the procedure described were used in 
household Series B. The projected proportions used in 
household Series A and household Series C were 
weighted averages of the Series B proportions and the 
1974 observed proportions. The weights were chosen in 
order to provide an adequate range of possibilities for 
variation of the projected proportions around those 
used in Series B. The weights used to obtain the Series C 
proportions were 1/3 for the Series B proportions and 
2/3 for the 1974 proportions; to derive Series A, the 
weights were 4/3 for Series B proportions and -1/3 for 
the 1974 proportions. Another series, household series 
K, was based on the assumption that the levels of the 
proportions observed in 1974 would continue to 1990. 
This series was prepared for analytical purposes and is 
not considered one of the principal series. 

Experimental series of household projections were 
produced using different assumptions for the marital 
status (single and ever-married) and household propor­
tions. For example, one series was prepared using the 
Series A marital status proportions coupled with the 
Series B household proportions. Because these experi­
mental projections produced little variation in the total 
number of households and even less in the projected 
number of husband-wife households, it was decided to 
use the identical procedure for projecting both the 
marital status and the household proportions within 
each series. It is possible that, if the derivation of the 
marital status proportions had been carried out on a 
cohort basis, a wider range in the number of husband­
wife households would have resulted, but this research 
could not be carried out soon enough to permit timely 
publication of this report. 

Effect of Population Growth. These projections 
suggest that the future growth in the number of 
households in the United States will be determined 
primarily by the growth of the adult population. The 
effect of the growth of the adult population on the 
increase in the number of households may be measured 
by comparing the increase in the number of households 
in the principal projection series (A, B, C) with the 
increase shown in Series K. In the latter series all the 
marital status and household proportions are held 
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constant at 1974 levels; hence, the increase in the 
number of households is attributable to changes in the 
population only and is not affected by changes in the 
rate of household formation . 

I n the three series of projections that assume changes 
in rates of household formation, A, B, and C, popula­
tion growth accounts for 75 percent (Series A) to 92 
percent (Series C) of the increase in the IllJl"nber of 
households from 1974 to 1980 and for 65 percent 
(Series A) to 88 percent (Series C) of the increase in the 
number of households from 1980 to 1990 (table H). 
Over the whole projection period the corresponding 
percents are 69 and 90. 

Steps involved in deriving household projections. A 
detailed outline of steps taken in calculating the number 
of households and families for each year of the 
projection period is given below. The data were pre­
pared by use of data for the following age groups: 14 to 
17,18 and 19, 20 to 24, 25 to 29, 30 to 34,35 to 44, 
45 to 54, 55 to 64, 65 to 74, 75 and over. 

Males, by age: 

1. Record male population consistent with Current 
Population Survey coverage for future years. 

2. Record projected proportion single among male 
population. 

3. Calculate number of single men (item 1 times item 
2). 

4. Calculate number of ever-married men (item 1 
minus item 3). 

5. Record projected proportion married with wife 
present, among ever-married men. 

6. Calculate number of married men with wife present 
(item 4 times item 5). 

7. Prepare adjusted number of married men with wife 
present. (The total number of married men with 
wife present from item 6 was averaged with the 
number of married women with husband present 
from item 32, tor each year; this average became 
the new total number of married men with wife 
present, and numbers by arJe groups were adjusted 
pro rata to agree with the new total.) 

8. Record projected proportion with own household 
among married men with wife present. 

9. Calculate number of heads of husband-wife house­
holds (item 7 times item 8). 

10. Calculate number of married men with wife pre­
sent, without own household (item 7 minus item 
9). 

11. Record proportion who are inmates of institutions 
(age-specific proportions derived from estimates of 
the number of inmates of institutions for April 1, 
1970 held constant). 

12. Calculate number of inmates of institutions (item 1 
times item 11). 

13. Calculate number of male noninmates, not "mar­
ried, wife present" (item 1 minus item 7 minus item 
12). 

14. Record projected proportion of primary family 
heads among male noninmates, not "married, wife 
present. " 

Table H. PROJECTED INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS BY COMPONENTS: 
1974 TO 1990 

(Numbers in thousands) 

Year or period 

Households: 
1974 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1980 ......••.......................•• 
1990 .................•............... 

Increase by components: 
1974 to 1990, tota 1 ...............•.• 

Population growth. " .... " .......•. 
Change in household pro port ions .... 

1974 to, 1980, total .................. 
Population growth •...... , ......... , 
Change in household proportions ••.. 

1980 to 1990. total •................. 
Population growth .................. 
Change in household proportions .... 

- Represents zero, 
lEstimate for July 1, 1974. 

A 

70,260 
79,953 
96,318 

26,058 
17,884 

8,174 
9,693 
7,300 
2,393 

16,365 
10,584 

5,781 

Series 

B C K / 

70,260 70,260 70,260 
79,356 78,159 77,560 
94,270 90,185 88,144 

24,010 19,925 17,884 
17,884 17,884 17,884 

6,126 2,041 -
9,096 7,899 7,300 
7,300 7,300 7,300 
1,796 599 -

14,914 12,026 10,584 
10,584 10,584 10,584 
4.330 1,442 -



15. Calculate number of maie heads of primary families 
not "married, wife present" (item 13 times item 
14). 

16. Record projected proportion of primary individuals 
among male noninmates, not "married, wife pre­

I sent." 
17. Calculate number of male primary individuals (item 

13times item 16). 
18. Record proportion husband-wife secondary family 

heads among married men with wife present, 
without own household (3-year average centered on 
1973 held constant). 

19. Calcu late nu mber of husband-wife secondary family 
heads (item 10 times item 18). 

20. Record ratio of all secondary family heads to 
husband-wife secondary family heads (3-year aver­
age centered on 1973 held constant). 

21. Calculate number of all secondary family heads 
(item 19 times item 20). 

22. Calculate number of male non inmates not "mar­
ried, wife present," not household heads (item 13 
minus item 15 minus item 17). 

23. Record projected proportion secondary individuals 
among male noninmates, not "married, wife pre­
sent," not household heads. 

24. Calculate number of male secondary individuals 
(item 22 times item 23). 

25. Record projected proportion secondary individuals 
in group quarters among male secondary indivi­
duals. 

26. Calculate number of male secondary individuals in 
group quarters (item 24 times item 25). 

Females, by age: 

27. Record female population consistent with Current 
Population Survey coverage for future years. 

28. Record projected proportion single among female 
popu lation. 

29. Calculate number of single women (item 27 times 
item 28). 

30. Calculate number of ever-married women (item 27 
minus item 29). 

31. Record projected proportion married with husband 
present, among ever-married women. 

32. Calculate number of married women with husband 
present (item 30 times item 31). 

33. Prepare adjusted number of married women with 
husband present. (The total number of married men 
with wife present from item 6 was averaged with 
the number of married women with husband 
present,from item 32, for each year; th is average 
became the new total number of married women 
with husband present, and numbers by age groups 
were adjusted pro rata to agree with the new totaL) 

34. Record proportion who are inmates of institutions 
(age-specific proportions derived from estimates of 
the number of inmates of institutions for April 1, 
1970 held constant). 
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35. Calculate number of inmates of institutions (item 
27 times item 34). 

36. Calculate number of female noninmates, not "mar­
ried, husband present" (item 27 minus item 33 
minus item 35). 

37. Record projected proportion of primary fami Iy 
heads among female noninmates, not "married, 
husband present." 

38. Calculate number of female heads of primary 
families (item 36 times item 37). 

39. Record projected proportion of primary individuals 
among female non inmates, not "married, husband 
present." 

40. Calculate number of female primary individuals 
(item 36 times item 39). 

41. Calculate number of female non inmates, not "mar­
ried, husband present," not hou,sehold heads (item 
36 minus item 38 minus item 40). 

42. Record projected proportion secondary individuals 
among female non inmates, not "married, husband 
present," not household heads. 

43. Calculate number of female secondary individuals 
(item 41 times item 42). 

44. Record projected proportion secondary individuals 
in group quarters among female secondary indivi­
duals. 

45. Calculate number of female secondary individuals 
in group quarters (item 43 times item 44). 

The following is a summary of item numbers corre­
sponding to the projections of the various types of 
family units and their members: 

Family unit 

All households 

Primary families ........ . 
Husband-wife ........ . 
Other male head ...... . 
Female head ......... . 

Primary individuals ...... . 
Male ............... . 
Female ............. . 

All Families ....... . 

Husband-wife .......... . 
Other ................ . 

Married couples .... . 
With own household ..... . 
Without own household 

All unrelated 
individuals ....... . 

Pri mary individuals ...... . 
Secondary individuals .... . 

Item numbers 

Sum of 9,15, 17,38,40 

Sum of 9, 15, 38 
9 
15 
38 
Sum of 17,40 
17 
40 

Sum of 9, 15, 21, 38 

Sumof9,19 
Sum of 15, (21 minus 19), 

38 
7 
9 
10 

Sum of 17, 24, 40, 43 

Sum of 17,40 
Sum of 24, 43 
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For purposes of preparing the average size of house­
holds and families shown in table 3, the population 14 
years old and over in these units was prepared as 
follows: 

1. Household population: 
Male: Item 1 minus sum of items 12,26 
Female: Item 27 minus sum of items 35, 45 

2. Family population: 
Male: Item 1 minus sum of items 12, 17,24 
Female: Item 27 minus sum of items 35, 40, 43 

The population under 14 years old in households and 
families was obtained by applying proportions devel­
oped from the 1970 census to the population under 14 
in projection Set'ies I, II, and III, 

Definitions of Terms 

A household includes all the persons who occupy a 
house, an apartment or other group of rooms, or a 
room, which constitutes a housing unit under the 1970 
census rules. A person living alone or a group of 
unrelated persons sharing the same housing unit as 
partners is counted as a household. The number of 
households is, by definition, the same as the number of 
occupied housing units. 

Persons who are not members of households are 
classified under the 1970 census rules as living in group 
quarters. Such quarters include institutions, large room­
ing houses, convents, staff quarters in hospitals, etc. 

One person in each household is designated as the 
"head". The head is usually the person regarded as the 
head by the members of the household; however, 
married men are classified as heads if their wives are 
living with them at the time of the survey. 

Within households, persons who are family members 
are distinguished from those who are not family 
members. A fami Iy is defined as a group of two or more 
persons residing together who are related by blood, 
marriage, or adoption; all such persons are considered as 
members of one family even though they may include a 
"subfamily", that is, a married couple or a parent-child 
group related to, but not including, the household head 
and sharing the living quarters of the household head. A 
primary family includes among its members the head of 
a household, and all household members who are related 
to him. A "secondary family" includes no members 
related to the household head. Members of secondary 
families may include persons such as lodgers or resident 
employees and their relatives living in a household. 

Persons who are not family members (that is, are not 
living with any relatives) include "unrelated individuals" 
and inmates of institutions. An unrelated individual who 
is the head of a household is a "primary individual" 
that is, a household head with no relatives in th~ 
household. An unrelated individual who is not the head 
of a household is a "secondary individual", that is, a 
roomer, hotel guest, resident employee, etc., with no 
relatives in the household or group quarters. 

Inmates of institutions are persons, other than resi­
dent employees, residing in such places as homes for 
delinquent or dependent chi Idren, homes and schools 
for the mentally or physically handicapped, places 
providing specialized medical care, homes for the aged, 
prisons, and jails. 

The marital status classification identifies two major 
categories: single (never marriqd) and ever married. The 
latter category is subdivided into married, spouse 
present, and other ever married. 

A person is classified as "married, spouse present" if 
his or her spouse is a member of the same household 
even though the person may be temporarily absent on 
business or on vacation, visiting, in a hospital, etc. 

The category "other ever married" includes 
separated, "other married, spouse absent", widowed, 
and divorced persons. Persons classified as separated 
include those with legal separations, those living apart 
with intentions of obtaining a divorce, and other per­
sons permanently or temporarily separated because of 
marital discord. The group "other married, spouse 
absent" includes married persons living apart because 
either the husband or wife was employed and living at a 
considerable distance from home, was serving away 
from home in the Armed Forces, was residing in an 
institution, had moved to another area, or had a dif­
ferent place of residence for any other reason except 
separation as defined above. 

Related Reports 

The projections published in this report are designed 
as extensions of the data based on the Current Popula­
tion Survey shown in Current Population Reports, 
Series P-20. The coverage of the projections is essen· 
tially the same as that for the reports on marital status 
and household and family characteristics based on the 
Current PopUlation Survey, with the major exception 
that the institutional population is included in the 
projections, as it was in Current Population Survey data 
prior to 1972. The data apply to the resident population 



of the United States, except that members of the Armed 
Forces living in barracks and similar quarters are 
excluded. Data for years prior to 1960 exclude Alaska 
and Hawaii. Here, as in the Current Population Survey, 
single persons away from home in college dormitories 
are included as members of their families at their home; 
in the decennial census these persons are included in the 
group quarters population as secondary individuals at 
the dormitories where they live while attending college. 

11 

The population projections used in preparing this 
report are shown in Current Population Reports, Series 
P-25, No. 541. 

Rounding of Estimates 

Figures presented in this report have been rounded to 
the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group 
totals which are independently rounded; hence, the sum 
of the parts may differ slightly from the totals shown. 
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Table 1. ESTIMATES OF HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY UNITS BY TYPE, 1974, AND PROJECTIONS 
1975 TO 1990, FOR THE UNITED STATES ' 

III L!lOUS<llld". H{:J.cJ'cncL'dilLe ,July]) uxcept ,Hi nolud. ,':k~riC's I( ,Ill HlIul.yllcaJ t!USJI_';lwd to llw (ollects uJ j)()jlulnL1VJl chunge: a.lon,,) 

with m:uiLal sLuLus und llU\..IB(d:~=-u_~:.~~~~~_~~.~:_~_~~.~1 eOll.stunt in lutUJ:e ycu)"!-;, See t.ext iur uXj)J.:.tnl1L_JU1~_~_~ __ '~~.~=uS) 

1\)'1'1:( •••••••••••••••• , •.• 

1 ~)7 ~J 

1\'" 

SC1'IUS ll •• 

] 97G' 

( .,. 
E ••• 

SeI'l()f:, 1\ ••. 

Sel')(:" IL., 

SI..-'T"ICS C .•••. 

Su I' j ('~' I·; •••.. 

1977 

B., .• 

s(~ I' J ('.'c> C., .. 

1<' 

197X: 
1\,. 

Sc:r ies B. 

Her !es C", •. 
,'-;1'I'JCS II .•.. 

1979 
A ••••• 

S<:rlUS H ••. 
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Series IL .•.•. 
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Series /<: •••• , •••••••••• 
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Table 2. ESTIMATES OF HOUSEHOLDS BY AND AGE OF HEAD, 

Series, I:ype or: hous(~holdt 
and age 0 [ head 

SERIES A 

All lIonsello Lds 

'fotal .•...••..••...... 

Undol' 20 yoar·s •..••• , .••.•••...••. 
20 to 2/1 yeul'g, .... , .. , ..•• , ...•. < 

25 to 29 year's, ..... " ......••... , 
:lO 1:0 31 years .......•......••.. ,. 
35 to 14 years, ..•.........•.••... 
45 to 54 years •..•.•..•.•....•.... 
'55 to 64 years, .......•.....•.•... 
()5 1:0 74 years •... , ..•..•..•...•.. 
75 years and over"., •...••.•.••.• 

Pl'lmary [lmnilioR 

Husband-wife, total. 

Under 20 yeat·s ..•.•...• , ..•.•.•• " 
20 to 21 years .. , ..........•..•... 
25 to 29 years ...•. , ...•.•.. , ...•. 
30 to 34 yeaJ'S ..•.••.••••.••••...• 
35 to 14 years ...•.. , •.....•...•.• 
45 to 51 yeai·s, ...•.••.........•.. 
55 to (-)4 yeal's •....•..........•... 
65 to 74 years ................... . 

it6,7R7 

3,245 

75 years and OVc~·.,.,.,........... 1,8:5:1 

Other male head, total ••••.. 

Under 20 years., •............... ,. 
20 to ?<1 years •...•• , ... 
25 La 29 yoal·s ....•.•.••.•.••....• 
30 to a4 years .•......•..•.•.•.... 
35 to 44 years ...........•.•..•... 
45 to 54 years .........•... ".. . .. 
55 to 64 yeat's .•......•.....•..... 
65 to 74 years •......•....•• , ....• 
75 years and over .•..•.••.••••••.• 

Female head, total .•. , ..•.•. 

Undor 20 yoars ...••.• , ••••.••.••• , 
20 to 21 yeal's ........•.......•.. , 
25 to 29 years ...• , •...•..•.•.... · 
30 1;0 :~4 y()Ur1O •••••••••.•••••• ,., 

35 to 41 years ......•....•..•...• , 
45 to 54 years •....•..•.••...•.... 
55 to 6'1 years., ..•.... , ......•... 
65 to 74 
75 yoars and OVf;r .• , •..•.•.•• 

Pl'Lmnry TndivLdualro 

Mate, totn l. 

Under 20 years .• " .•.• 
20 to 21. year's .••. 
25 to 29 y(;ar:'l ... ,." ..•. 
30 to :J4 ymlrs .....•. 

F81l1al(~) total •••.•.••. 
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20 1,0 Yl'!).t·S •••••• , •••••••••• , 
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];) to 1/( 
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:~, 1 U) 

:I,;;]!) 
:l,o:n 

H6, HOG 

r;7S 

13 

~)(j , ;1 I K 

12'1 
\if):, 

J ,f17S 

! ,692 
2,7f)4 
I 

Sl(j 

11KH 

li',7 
J "J7,j 
1.,7 L7 

1,::l:Vl 
I , ~)!j:-; 
1,003 

BW) 

),I,W 
g;l'f 

1'1 ,BriM 
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Table 2. ESTIMATES OF HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE, AND AGE OF HEAD, 1974, AND PROJECTIONS, 
1975 TO 1990, FOR THE UNITED STATES-Continued 

Series, type of hOllsehold, 
onri age of head 

1974 1 

:.In thOUS<Ulds. Hofcrcnce date IS ,July 1, except as noted) 

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 ]980 1983 1984 1985 

-_________ -+ _____ +-___ i --+---l---t--
SE}{TES B 

f\ 11 Ilnll.<Jeholds 

1990 

'I'o1.n1 ••••• ,. " ••• ,., G9,H59 71 ,(-iUtI 73, ttlO 74, ('iSl 76 , 22~l 77,789 79,~:l56 80,948 82,551 81,131 85,682 87,188 94,270 

Dnder 20 years ...........• · ..... · 
20 to 24 years .... , ..... , ....... . 

2!'i to 29 yeurs .................. · 
30 to ::11} yenrs ......... , ........ . 
35 to 44 years .. , ..............•. 
1\5 to ~')4 yea)''' .................. . 
G5 to Btl y0(11'S •• , •••••••••••••••• 

G5 to 7<1 yeal's ••••••••••••••••••• 
75 yl'Ul'S 9.nd ()V()J' •••••••••••••••• 

j))"jmary Fnmjlies 

!lufl!Jan<!-\\"j j'(], totfl \ •• 

Under 20 years ••••••.•••••••..••• 
20 to 2!l yenrs ....•............ ·· 
25th 29 years .................. . 
30 to 3<1 years ....... , ..•. , ..... . 
35 to 4t) ycfl,rs .•..........•..•... 
45 to 54 yearfJ,., .••..•....•....• 
55 to 64 years ................•.. 
6S 10 71 years .................. . 
7S years <lnd over ••••••••••••.••• 

Other male head, tot:nl •.••• 

Under 20 yenr,s •.•................ 
20 to 24 years .................. . 
25 to 29 years ...........•.....•. 
30 to 34 yenrs ........•.......... 
35 io <14 yO<l1'S ••••••••.•••••••••• 
45 to 54 yetu'B ••.••••••...•••.••. 
55 t.o 64 years .........•......... 
G5 to 74 yt'<ll'S ••••••••••.••••.••• 

75 years F\lH] over ••..• , ••••.•.... 

Femn]c llelle!, t.otal ..••.•... 

Under 20 years .•.........•....... 
2() to 2·1 yual's .....•............. 
25 to 29 yOHl'S ••••••••.••• • .••• •• 
30 to 34 years ..................• 
35 to 44 ye::crs .•....•............ 

~~ lU~ ~~~~L;::::;::;:::;·: ~; I 
Primary I:1dividualo; 

Male, total .•......• , ...••. 

Under 2() yoars ...•............... 
20 to 24 yeurs .•......•.......... 
25 to 29 yenrs •........... · ... ·•· 
30 to 34 yeuTs ..... , .....•...•.. · 
35 to 44 yonrs ....••••••...••••.• 
4f) to 5tl yOt'll's ........ " 
55 to 64 yonrs ....•..........•. ,. 
65 to 74 years ...........•....... 
7fi ~e<trs and over .•....•....•.••. 

Fomale, total .........•.•.. 

Und~r 20 years .......•.........•. 
20 to 24 yenrs ••.•••.••••••••.•.• 
25 to 29 years .•................. 
30 to 34 yoars .•.....•.........•. 
::15 to <14 yonrl-i .. , .......••......• 
15 to 54 years ..•...•..•.•. '" .•. 
f,f, to 6.4 years .•...•............. 
G5 to 74 yoars ... , ••••.•....•••.. 
75 ye[l)','; and over .•.•••....•.•.•• 

10 

9R 

109 
65 

6,709 

95 
473 
no 
71 R 

(1-19 

485 

1m 
802 
(\44 
4157 
(124 

717 
715 
709 

622 

9,2R8 

1,4:19 

20 
1m 
116 
(~8 

250 
322 
269 

!fiG 

134 

6,RSg 

99 
fi07 
79() 

7Ge 

1,42 /1 
) 

GS7 

493 

] 09 
SCi) 

9J tJ 

521 
{)45 

75:l 
734 
74J 
t13:i 

):38 
('i57 

522 
281 
:{76 
845 

1. ,RtlZ 

lAs 01 Man:ll 1. Bac;(;(i on Current l'opulLlLlon Survuy. 

J ,469 

21 
107 
122 

70 
256 
322 
271 

166 
J 33 

7,047 

) 03 
5:>8 
851 
786 

1,456 
1. ,236 

8U 
657 

196 

114 
90R 

983 
547 
(172 

756 
749 
76:) 
639 

9,950 

113 
693 
568 
2RR 
383 
934 

1,879 
2,792 
2,271 

1,489 

21 
112 
122 

75 
265 
320 
274 
16G 
132 

7,218 

J 05 
57j 

R68 
879 

(160 

491 

(1,353 

117 
961 

1,002 
610 
707 

755 
767 
792 
(142 

10,237 

115 
732 
585 
~nr1 

:l93 
01 G 

1,919 
2,899 
2,33tl 

680 

1,511 

22 
Jl6 

125 
79 

279 
320 
275 
166 

132 

7,393 

107 
604 
904 
921 

1,567 
1,207 

925 
GGl 

495 

119 

757 
757 
782 
818 
Grt9 

10,533 

J 4(; 

770 

616 
326 
409 
900 

690 

J ,537 

22 
119 
128 

83 
292 
:~nl 

277 
166 
132 

7,!176 

109 
GaS 
946 
982 

660 
496 

G ,824 

123 
1,058 
1 

R01 

7'67 
797 

843 
659 

10 fR32 

148 
R06 

650 
312 
123 

883 
1,988 
3,096 
2,406 

695 

l,561 

22 
122 
132 

87 
304 
317 
27R 
165 
133 

7,758 

110 
664 

~;;57 

499 

7,076 

J26 

1,102 
1,148 

740 
851 
758 
812 
867 
671 

11 ,135 

150 

839 
689 
:159 

2,590 

690 

1,586 

22 
125 
136 
92 

316 
318 
279 
161 
13<1 

7,948 

110 
696 

503 

7,336 

127 
1,149 
1,200 

800 

2~1 

127 
140 

92 
311 
319 
280 
162 
1~5 

8,144 

110 
721 

7,593 

129 

899 986 
7G2 769 
826 841 
889 910 
684 697 

11,434 11,724 

149 
874 
727 
~180 

447 
853 

2,050 
3,267 
2,688 

148 
900 
768 
382 
464 
842 

2,075 
3,341 
2,79:l 

23 
129 
143 

94 
362 
321 
281 
161 
136 

8,337 

110 
744 

636 
512 

7,856 

]29 

1,216 
1,312 

858 

854 
931 
715 

12,017 

146 
921 
808 
391 
497 
fl31 

2,094 
3,411 
2,012 

652 

1,681 

23 
130 
145 

97 
384 
325 
280 
160 
13R 

8,528 

)07 
765 

630 
517 

8,124 

864 
955 
733 

12,310 

142 
94H 
815 
401 
519 
828 

6:34 660 

1,713 

23 
130 
147 
100 
406 
328 
279 
159 
140 

8 t 711 

105 
782 

873 
98<1 
754 

12,612 

138 
961 
879 
414 
540 
820 

2,103 
3,584 
a,17?, 

6,008 
10,740 
11,299 
19,702 
13,987 
12,218 
11,716 

7,911 

1,877 

25 
122 

148 
112 
518 
388 
263 
154 
147 

1,123 
838 

14,032 



Table 2. ESTIMATES OF HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE, AND AGE OF HEAD, 1974, AND PROJECTIONS, 
1975 TO 1990, FOR THE UNITED STATES-Continued 

\ In thousands. HelerencG dal.e 1.::. 

Series, type of 1975 1976 1977 1983 

and age 0 f head 

SERIES C 

All Households 

15 

Total .•..•.•...•..•.....•.• 69,859 71,511 72,788 74 ~ 136 75,174 76,823 78,159 79,507 80,855 82,167 83,439 81,G55 90,lHS 

Under 20 years .•.........•....••. 
20 to 24. years .•.......•.•.•..•.. 
25 to 29 years ..•••.....•..••.•.. 
30 to 34 years •.•.•..•.••.•.... ·· 
35 to 44 yeal's ...•.......•....•.. 
45 to 54 years .••..•..•.••.•.••.. 
55 to 64 years ..•••...••.....•... 
65 to 74 years ........••...•.••.. 
75 years and ave r ......•.•..•••.. 

Primary Families 

Husband-wife, total .•.....• 

Under 20 years •.•••••....•....••• 
20 to 24 years •••...•...•..•...•• 
25 to 29 years .•..•.•...••.•..••. 
30 to 34 years .................. . 
35 to 44 years •.••.•..•.....•...• 
45 to 54 yoars •.••.•.••.........• 
55 to 64 years •••••..•......•••.. 
65 to 74 years •••.••.•...•••..•.. 
75 years and over .•..•...•.•... ' .• 

Other male head, total ..•.. 

Under 20 years .•••....•.•.••.••.. 
20 to 24 years .•••••••••••.••.••• 
25 to 29 years ••..•••..•..•.•.••• 
30 to 34 years .•..•••...••...••.. 
35 to 44 years ••••..•..••..•..•.. 
45 to 54 years .......•.••.•.•.•.• 
55 to 64 years •...•....... ' ...•••• 
65 to 74 years ..••.•........•.•.. 
75 years and over •..•.•••..•...•• 

Female head, total ......••. 

Under 20 years ....•...•..•...•••. 
20 to 24 years ...••..••.......•.. 
25 to 29 years ••.....••••.•.•..•. 
30 to 34 years .........•.....•... 
35 to 44 years .•...••....••••..•• 
45 to 54 years ....••...•.....•... 
55 to 64 years •••...•.•...••.•.• · 
65 to 74 years •...•••...•••...••. 
75 years and over ••...•.•...•.... 

Primary Individuals 

Male, total .•...•......•... 

623 
5,234 
7,527 
6,80<1-

11,703 
12,939 
11,149 

8,716 
5,162 

46,787 

273 
3,245 
5,367 
5,268 
9,050 
9,667 
7,470 
4,615 i 
1,833 

1,421 

19 
98 

109 
65 

246 
321 
266 
164 
133 

6,
709

1 

95 
473 
730 
718 

649 
485 

5,G54 

644 
5,147 
7,984 
7,128 

11,715 
12,923 
11,361 

9,012 
5,300 

17,785 

282 
3,364 
5,680 
5,510 
9,047 
9,658 
7,613 
4,765 
1,866 

1,447 

20 
102 

116 
68 

247 
321 
270 
168 
135 

6,863 

98 
495 
778 
755 

1,415 
1,245 

913 
667 
498 

5,842 

658 
5,584 
8,423 
7,270 

11,858 
12,862 
11,530 

9,21 /1 
5,389 

48,546 

287 
3,432 
5,979 
5,612 
9,144 
9,616 
7,728 
'1,864 
1,884 

1,465 

20 
105 

122 
69 

251 
320 
273 
17{) 
135 

6,991 

100 
512 
825 
775 

1,138 
1,238 

ml 
5,98'1 

110 

ml' 
645 

660 
5,737 
8,413 
7,888 

12,104 
12,732 
11,718 

9,116 
5,438 

49 t 395 

287 

1,184 

20 
108 

121 
75 

257 
317 
277 
173 
1:}5 

7,131 I 
101 
531 
829 
843 

1,471 
1,223 

935 i 

690 'I 510 

6,121 

111 
902 

958 
578 
665 

1,507 

20 
111 
124 

78 
268 
315 
280 
17G 
136 

7,275 

101 
518 
851 
B75 

1,528 
1,210 

944 
702 
51G 

6) 264 

1,528 

20 
113 
127 

81 
277 
312 
282 
178 

137 I 

7,120 I 
102 
562 
876 
917 

11:1 
953 

725 

733 
777 
810 
65,1 

1,550 

20 
115 
130 

85 
286 
311 
285 
180 
139 

7,560 I 

~~~ \' 

962 

I 

~~~ I 

6,3651 

~~~ I 
752\ 

~~~ I 
666 , 

1,572 

20 
117 
133 

90 
294 

310 
287 

un 
141 

7,704 

101 
588 

723 
542 

6,721 

113 

778 
729 
7Bf) 

841 
678 

Under 20 years ..•...•••.•..•.•.•. 
20 to 24 years ...•..........•... _ 
25 to 29 years ....•••..•....••... 
30 to 34 years ...••.......•.•... · 
35 to 44 years .•.•.............. · 
45 to 54 yea ['5 ....•.•............ 
55 to 61. years .•......•.......... 
65 to 74 years ••.•..•.••.••••.... 
75 years and over ••..•••...•..... 

Female, total ...•.••....... 

103 
802 
844 
487 
624 
717 
716 
709 
622 

9,288 

107 
842 
900 
514 
6a2 

748 
'130 
735 
6:3:3 

9,57(3 

746 
7'11 
75] 
638 

9,797 

711 
755 
773 

G39 

10,00J 

112 

930 
983 
602 
696 
737 
7Gn 
792 
646 

10,208 10,114 10,620 \10,816 

140 
755 

Under 20 yeurs ...•. ,............. 133 137 lIJ() 111 JIll 1.'12 1.'121 
20 to 24 years................... 616 643 661 687 708 72G 740 
25 to 29 years ........•.....•.... i 478 511 5-14 548 565 58

/
! 606 626 

30 to 34 years................... 267 280 28G 309 331 3/\81' 3G7\ 
35 to 44 years................... 374 375 38{) 389 ,115 '126 136 
45 to 54 years................... 955 950 9-12 929 892 88:1 
55 to 64 years................... 1, 97B i 2 t 000 

1,601 

19 
117 
137 

90 
314 
310 
289 
182 
113 

7,853 

lOa! 
595 

727 

6,868 

ll:~ 

837 
730 
1309 

854 
691 

U8 

7G3 
64B 
:366 
'lG1 
H7G 

1,1)29 

19 
117 
140 

82 
330 
311 
291 
183 
116 

7,995 

98 
600 

729 
564 

7,019 

111 

886 
734 
H1 D 
H68 
707 

11, J 82 

135 
767 
667 
373 
481 
872 

1,657 

19 
117 
142 

91 
317 
313 
292 
185 
148 

8,132 

94 
603 

733 
577 

7,170 

lOG 
1,017 

937 
7'10 
82fj 
885 
725 

11,361 

130 

770 
683 
381 
GOO 
869 

1,686 

19 
116 
143 

97 
363 
315 
292 
188 
152 

S,260 1 

92 , 
602 

7ag 

591 

7,320 

loa 
1,01'1. 

un 

11,545 

125 
767 
697 
391 
518 

l,830 

19 
H14 

142 
107 
4'13 
367 
283 
199 
165 

8,857 

92 
5GH 

76(; 
641 

7,981 

107 
942 

12,354 

125 
712 
723 
'!2'1 
G02 
9~)7 

65 to 74 years •.••.....•. ,....... 3,01R I 3;
102 1 

_7_5~y_e_ar_s __ a_nd __ o_v_e_r._._._.~ •• ~._._.~ •• ~._._ •. _.~ __ ~ __ L-__ ~ __ L-__ ~ __ L-__ ~ __ L-__ ~ __ L-__ ~~L-_2~,1 __ 39~' ______ -L ____ ~~ ____ -L ____ ~ __ L-L-

lAs of March 1. Dased on Current population Survey. 



Table 3. ESTIMATES OF AVERAGE SIZE OF HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY, 1940 TO 1974, AND PROJECTIONS. 1975 TO 1990, 
FOR THlE UNITED STATES 

Year and pOj)ulatloll 

1940. 
1950. 

CE:\SUS 

CCRRE:\f POPULHIO,\ Si";RYEY 

1955. 
1960. 

1965. 
1970. 
1974 .. 

1975-

PROJECTlO:\S 

Serles 1 ... 
Serles Jr. 
Serl0:S J i I .. 

1976 : 

Series I ... 
SerIes II .. 
Series III. 

1977· 
SerlQS r ........•..•. 
Serles 11. .. 
SerIes lIT. 

1978 : 
Serles I. ,_ 
Seri(;:'s I L. 
5e.nes IJ1. 

1979 ; 

Senes L .. 
SerIes I I ..... . 
Series II 1. .. 

1980 
Series I ••. 

Serles II .. 

SerIes III. 
1981 : 

SerJ.€S I .. . 

Serles 11. .. . 

Senes Ill. 
1982 : 

Serles 1 .. 
SerIes I I .. 
SerIes II 1. 

1983 : 

Serles J. 
Serles 11. ...... . 
Series 111. .. . 

1984 : 
SerH~S I ••.•..... 
SerIes I I .... . 
Series III ......... . 

1985: 

Serles I .............. . 
Serles 11. .... _, .. 

Serles Ill ....... . 
1930: 

Series I., ... _ ............ . 
Serles II .•................ 
Series I1 1. ..... 

3.67 
3.37 

3.33 

3.33 
3.29 

3 14 
2.97 

2.92 
2.92 
2.91 

2.88 
2.88 
2.87 

2.85 
2.8-4 
2.83 

.82 
2.80 
:2.78 

2.80 
2.77 

2.74 

2.77 

2.73 

2.70 

2.75 

2.70 
2.67 

2.73 
2 67 

2.63 

71 
65 

60 

2.69 
2.62 
2.55 

1.14 

1.21 
1.21 
1.09 
0.96 

0.92 
0.92 

0.92 

0.89 
0.89 

0.88 

0.87 

0.86 
0.85 

0.85 
0.83 
0.81 

0.84 
0.81 
0.78 

0.82 

0.79 
0.76 

0.81 

0.77 

0.73 

0.81 

0.75 
0.71 

0.80 

0.74-
0.69 

0.80 
0.73 
0.68 

0.81 

2.19 
2.1'2 
2.09 
2.05 
2.00 

2.00 
2.00 
2.0J 

1.99 
1.99 
1.99 

1.93 
1.9.:3 
1.98 

1.97 
1.97 
1.97 

1.96 
1.96 
1.96 

1.95 
1.95 
1.95 

1.93 
1.93 
1.93 

1.92 

1.92 
1.92 

1. 91 
1.91 

1.91 

1.89 
1.89 
1.89 

1.87 

3.59 
3.67 

3.70 
:3 .58 
3.4'J 

3.39 
3.39 
3.39 

3.36 
3.35 
3.31 

3.33 

3.31 
3.30 

3.30 
3.28 
3.25 

3.28 
3.24 
3.21 

3.26 
3.21 
3.17 

3.24 
3.18 

3.13 

3.22 
3.15 
3.10 

1.14 
1.13 
1.12 

1.12 

1.10 

1.0·3 

1.10 

1.07 
1.0.;. 

1.08 
1.01 
1.01 

1.07 
1.02 

0.93 

1.03 
1.00 

0.93 

o~, 

0.99 
0.93 

1.05 
0.97 

0.91 

1.05 

0.97 
0.89 

2.29 
2.26 
2.26 

2.25 
2.23 

2.23 
2.23 
2.23 

2.22 
2.22 
2.22 

2.22 

2.22 
2.22 

2.21 

2.21 
2.21 

2.20 
2.20 
2.20 

2,19 
2,19 
2.19 

2.18 
2.18 

.18 

.17 
17 

2.17 

2.16 
2.16 
2.16 

2.U 
2.14 
2.14 

2.12 

3.33 

3.33 
3.29 

3.14 
2.97 

2.92 
2.92 
2.92 

2.89 
2.83 
2.88 

·2.86 
2 83 

.8' 

2.84 
2.81 
2.80 

2.81 

2.78 

2.76 

2.79 
2.75 
2.72 

2.77 

2.73 
2.69 

2.75 
2.70 

2.65 

2.74 
2.68 
2.63 

2.73 

2.65 
2.60 

1.14 
1.21 
1.21 
1.09 

0.93 

0.92 
0.92 
0.92 

0.9;) 

0.89 
0.88 

0.87 
0.8,3 

0.85 

0.83 
0.81. 
U.82 

O.8-{ 

U.81 
0.79 

0.83 
0.79 
0.76 

0.82 
O.TS 
0.74 

0.81 
0.76 
0.72 

U.Sl 
0.75 
0.70 

0.81 
0."14 
0.68 

0.82 

2.19 

2.12 
2.09 

2.05 
2.00 

2.00 
2.08 

2.00 

1.99 
1.93 
1.99 

1.99 
1. 93 

1.99 

1.93 
1.93 
1.93 

1.97 
1.97 
1.97 

1.93 
1.90 
1.90 

1.95 

1.95 

1.95 

1.9:l 
1.94 
1.9-1 

1.93 
1.93 
1.93 

1.91 
1.91 
1.91 

1.9;) 

1.90 
1.90 

3.59 
3.67 
3.70 

3.58 
3.44 

3.40 
3.39 
3.39 

3.37 

3.36 
3.35 

3.31 

3.32 
3.30 

3.31 

3.28 
3.26 

3.29 

3.25 
3.22 

3.27 
3.22 

3.18 

3.25 
3.19 
3.15 

3.24 
3.17 
3.11 

3.23 
3.15 

3.0'3 

3.22 
3.12 
3.05 

3.21 
3.11 
3.02 

1.14 
1.13 
1.12 

1.12 
1.10 
1.03 

1.10 

1.07 
1.05 

1.08 

Lui 
1.01 

1.07 

1.02 
0.93 

2.23 
2.23 
2.23 

'~ ')') 

2.22 
2.22 

2.22 
2.22 
2.22 

2.21 

2.21 

.21 

.21 
2.21 

2.20 
2.20 
2.2() 

2.16 

2.16 
2.16 

.H 
2.1,1 

.U 

.93 

.93 

.81 

.82 

.85 
2.82 
2. 

83 

30 
.72 

2.55 

.SU 
2.71 

.64 

0.87 
0.85 

0.87 

0.8-1, 

0,83 

0.85 

0.82 
0.80 

O.S-1 

O.S() 
0.77 

2.0;1 

2.\10 
2.{1<J 

1.93 

3.·iO 
3.·to 
3.39 

3.37 
3.36 

3.:).) 
3.33 

1.3-! 

1.21 

1.17 

.17 

.16 

L1-1 
1.13 
1.12 

.12 

.10 

.0-1-
1.01 

1.07 

I.()2 

0.98 

1.03 

1.01 
0.90 

1.03 

0.99 

0.93 

2.26 

2.20 
2.25 
2.23 

2.23 
2.23 
2.23 

2. .23 

2.23 

2.23 

2.23 
2.23 
2.23 

2.22 

2. .22 
2.22 

') ')') 

2.22 
2.22 

2.22 
.22 

2.22 

2. .21 
2.21 

.21 

.21 
2.21 

.20 
2.20 

20 

.19 

2. 

2.19 

2.18 
2.18 

2.1-1 
2.U 

.1-1 

~ 

(l) 



Table 4. ESTIMATES OF MARITAL STATUS OF THE POPULATION, BY AGE AND SEX, 1974, AND PROJECTIONS. 
1975 TO 1990, FOR THE UNITED STATES 

~I«le) 14 

1··\ to 17 years, 

18 ~nd 19 ye:H'S 
20 to 24 yE:8.rS. 
25 LO 29 
30 TO 3-1 years, 

to 
-15 LO b4 
55 ,0 G-1 ;:e:"-1's. 

to 74 

and OV81 

75 yeH!'s and over ..... 

, 1"* years ond over ..•..... 

1'1 to 
18 and 19 years .•.... 

20 to 24 yeal'S .. 

25 to 29 years. 
30 to 3-1 
35 "to 

-15 to years .... 
55 to 
65 to 7-1 years ... , 
75 years and over. 

1975 

:'.181e; 14 years and 

l.J to 17 
18 and 19 years .. 

20 to years .. 
25 to 29 years .... 

3l) to 34 real'S ......•.•..••.•...•..•... 
35 to 44 years.... , ........... . 
45 to 54 years ........... , ............ . 
55 to 64 ye3l'S. 
65 to years .............•... 
75 years and ove1'. 

female J 14 years 

14 to 17 years. 
1S and 19 years .. . 
20 to 24 years .. . 
25 to :":9 years ... . 
30 to 34 years .. 
35 to 44 years ...............•. 
45 to 5-1 years .. 
55 to 64 year!;' ....••....••..•.. 
65 TO 74 ;.e«1'$ ....•.•.•......•..•...•. 
75 years and over ...............•••... 

Single 

of 1. on Curren.: Popula1. ~on Survey. 

Ser~es .4. 

Total 

Ever marriod 

nlarried y 
spouse 
present 

9.
513

1 6,904 
3,542 
1,111 

In t h("lus~lnIi5 ) 

Total 
Other 

75,040 

8,534 
3,619 
5,232 
1,897 

768 
952 
719 
605 

6,()28 317 
3,120 188 

85,065 19,231 

8,028 
3,132 
3,835 
1,140 

498 
585 

2,
247

1 
523 

2,945 10,434 588 
3,768 7,853 543 
3,863 5,330 357 

Series B 

Ever married 

50 24 
335 296 

3,879 3,483 
6,382 5,762 
6,112 5,560 

10,172 9,088 
10,748 9.718 

S,730 7,658 
5,711 4,806 
2,932 1,92 5 

65,834 48,320 

277 204 
996 842 

5,688 4,986 
7,349 6,292 
6,570 5,640 

11 ,075 9,308 
11.752 9,501 

6,895 
3,540 
1.112 

Other 

5,952 

23 
32 

340 
528 
472 

1,000 
967 
997 
773 
819 

16,432 

74 
152 
677 
994 

26 
39 

396 
620 

552 
1,084 
1,030 
1,072 

905 
1,007 

17,514 

73 
154 
702 

1,057 
930 

1,767 
2,251 
2,951 
3,770 
3,861 

Ser~es C 

Total Single 

8,535 49 
3,620 334 
5,220 3,891 
1,905 6,374 

772 6,108 
11,124 962 10,162 
11 ,467 729 10,738 
9,335 615 8,720 

::~: I 314 5,714 
191 2,929 

85,065 19,196 65,869 

8,305 8,024 281 
4,128 3,119 
9,523 3,800 

1,130 
498 
589 
538 

10,
434 1 594 

7,853 544 
5,330 360 

6,683 

24 25 
296 38 

3,502 389 
5,766 608 
5,568 540 
9,094 1,068 _ 

9,710 1,028 
7,643 1,077 
4,812 902 
1,919 1,010 

48,334 17,535 

207 74 
853 156 

5,020 703 
6,302 1,057 
5,643 927 
9,305 l,766 
9,476 2,261 
6,876 2,964 
3,537 3,772 
1.114 3,856 

.... 
" 



Table 4. ESTIMATES OF MARITAL STATUS OF THE POPULATION, BY AGE AND 
1975 TO 1990, FOR THE UNITED STATES-Continued 

;:mel sex 

1980 

\1ale, 1'1 years and over ...•....... 

14 to 17 

18 and 19 years .. 
20 to 24 years ... 

to 29 )8ar5 .. 
30 to 31 years. 
35 to 44 years. 
45 to 54 
55 ~o 64 
65 to 74 years, 

years a:r:d over •. 

Female, 14 and Over .•....... 

In 

Suries A 

83,115 

7.998 
4,036 
9.946 

1974, AND 

998 
4: ,036 
9,946 

9.283 
8 507 

10.981 
9.920 

645 
269 

18 856 90.907 

14 to 17 
18 and 19 yeo.rs ••. 
20 to years ... . 
25 to 29 '·ears ... . 
30 to 

35 to 44 years ....•.........•. 
45 to 54 years ..... ......... . 
55 to 64 years .. . 
65 to 74 years .. . 

yea~'s and 

1983 

}lale, 14 years and OVer. 

Ii to 17 years •... 
18 and 19 years.. . ..•......•.. 
20 to reat's... " ............ . 
25 to 29 yeal'S... ' ............ . 
30 to 34 years .. 

to yea~·s .....................•.... 
45 to 54 years ............ . 

55 to 64 years..... . .•.........•......• 
65 to 74 years .....•.......•.•. 

years and over .•..............•.•.... 

14 years and over .....•.•. 

14 to 17 
18 and 19 years .. 

20 to 24 years ......................... . 
25 to 29 years........... . ............ . 
30 to 34 year's ................••........ 
35 to 44 years •.•.................••..•. 
45 to 54 rears ....•...............•..... 
55 to 64 years ......•.........•......•.• 
65 to 74 yea!'s .................•........ 
75 years and over ..•...............•..•. 

11,127 
S, "i67 
5.842 

87,110 

6,641 397 

473 

65,017 

59 
30, 

62 7,721 
137 4..207 
751 10.370 

1.180 9.499 
1,168 8,678 
1.996 13,1·41 

,182 2,062 11,04-1 
3,044 

977 188 
.204 -1.269 

56 160 8,857 

20 39 
258 49 

3,424 533 
6,942 979 

23 77P 

-48 
34-1 

71,-425 

~52 

994 

6.133 
S.205 
8.064 

12.-187 

11.16~) 

10,508 
8.161 
5.456 

22,136 
64, 624

1 

295

1 
,648 -1,C98 
.274 7.816 

52.429 

23 
303 

3.772 
6.456 
6,860 

10.224 

5.288 
2.026 

52" 429 

185 
842 

.5 371 
7.022 
6.917 

10,494 
9,044 
7,381 
3.957 
1. 216 

56,401 

21 
257 

3.637 
6.989 

1,380 

350 

25 
41 

443 
713 
706 

1" 249 

989 
1.130 
1,001 
1,050 

18,996 

67 

152 

762 

1,183 
1,147 
1,993 
2,121 

3 127 
4 204 
'1.240 

8.223 

25 
38 

461 
827 
851 

20,318 

59 
124 
728 

~ 

CO 



Table 4. ESTIMATES OF MARITAL STATUS OF THE POPULATION, BY AGE AND SEX, 1974, AND PROJECTIONS, 
1975 TO 1990, FOR THE UNITED STATES-Continued 

25 to 29 years._ 
30 to 34 yeal.'s_ 
35 to 44 years_ 

1990 

45 to 54 yeD-l's •••••.•••• _ •••••••• 

55 LO 6-4 years ....... , .......... . 
65 to 74 years ........... . 
75 year:;; ::o.nd over 

Female, 1-1 

14 to 17 
18 and ye8xs. 
20 to 2,] ye31'S. 

25 1"0 29 years .. 
30 to 34 yeiJ,rs •. 

35 -14 years. 
45 to 54 years .. , 

55 to 64 :ye-3rs. 
00 

70 

and 

6,584 
3,378 

8,-171 

9,890 
] 0,322 
17,909 
12,238 

9,719 
7,;')33 

3,985 

99,155 

Serles A 

59,226 10,470 

54 
60 

544 

,In thotJs"nds) 

Series B 

Total Slngle 

90,030 [ 21,2'::'0 \ 

S~ries C 

Ever marrled 

Total 

68,780 I 

45 I 

)"1ar r led, 
spouse 

px'esent 

59,690 

19 

252 
,lOg 

818 

8,0 25 
5,923 
2,491 

59.690 

139 
663 

,-152 

Other 

9,090 

26 

41 
424 
866 

1,168 
1,120 

1,183 
1,272 

21,431 

51 
114 

618 

~ 

'" 
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