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The female-to-male earnings ratio 
compares the median earnings of 
women working full-time, year-
round to the median earnings of 
men working full-time, year-round. 
The 2022 female-to-male earn-
ings ratio was 0.840, not statisti-
cally different from the 2021 ratio 
(0.837). The last time the female-
to-male earnings ratio experi-
enced a statistically significant 
annual change was in 2016 (Figure 
6 and Table A-7). For historical 
statistics from 1960 to 2022 on 
median earnings and number of 
workers by sex, refer to Table A-7.

SUMMARY

This report provides estimates 
of household income, income 
inequality, and worker earnings 
in the United States for 2022. The 
C-CPI-U increased by 7.8 percent 
between 2021 and 2022, the 
largest annual increase in cost-
of-living adjustment since 1980. 
Despite nominal gains, real median 
household income declined by 
2.3 percent between 2021 and 
2022. The real median household 
income estimates declined in 2022 
for most demographic subgroups 
analyzed. Income inequality as 
measured by the Gini index and 
percentile ratios decreased due 

to declines in real income at the 
top and middle of the income 
distribution. Between 2021 and 
2022, the number of full-time, 
year-round workers increased by 
3.4 percent, compared to a 1.7 
percent increase in the number 
of total workers. This suggests 
a continuing shift from working 
part-time or part-year to full-time, 
year-round work. The real median 
earnings of all workers (including 
part-time and full-time basis) 
decreased 2.2 percent between 
2021 and 2022, while median 
earnings of those who worked  
full-time, year-round decreased  
1.3 percent.
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Figure 6.
Female-to-Male Earnings Ratio and Median Earnings of Full-Time, Year-Round Workers
15 Years and Older by Sex: 1960 to 2022
(People as of March of the following year)

Note: Refer to Table A-7 for historical footnotes. The data points are  placed at the midpoints of the respective 
years. Data on earnings of full-time, year-round workers are not readily available before 1960. Data are for people 
aged 14 and older for years prior to 1980. Income is in 2022 dollars, adjusted using the C-CPI-U (2000-2022) and 
R-CPI-U-RS (pre-2000). More information on the inflation adjustment and recessions is available in Appendix A. 
Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar23.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1961 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements 
(CPS ASEC).
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