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TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH SYSTEMS

R 1-12

Series R 1-12. Telephones and Average Daily Conversations (Bell and Independent Companies): 1876 to 1970

|In thousands, except series R 2 and R 3.

Census figures in {ialics]

Telephones !

Average daily conversations

Total Independent companies Bell System ? Independent companies
Year Bell
Households System 2 | Connecting Not
Number Per 1,000 with Residence | Business with Bell | conneeting Loeal Toll Loeal Toll
population | (pereent) System with Bell exchange exchange
System
1 2 3 4 5 [ 7 8 9 10 11 12
120,218 583.4 90.5 87,137 33,081 99,903 20,315 - 356,400 22,500 102,000 4,300
115,222 565.2 89.8 83,210 32,012 95,943 19,279 - 337,900 20,700 97,500 4,100
109,256 541.5 88.5 79,029 30,227 91,122 18,134 - 311,300 18,400 92,800 3,900
108,752 519.3 87.1 74,963 28,789 86,776 16,976 - 298,600 16,700 87,100 8,600
98,787 499.6 86.3 71,481 27,308 82,813 15,976 - 288,000 15,400 82,800 3,300
93,656 479.0 84.6 67,729 25,927 78,632 15,024 - 273,400 14,000 77,400 3,000
88,793 459.5 82.8 64,124 24,669 74,659 14,134 - 256,500 12,800 73,200 2,700
84 453 442.9 81.4 60,876 23,577 71,152 13,301 - 246,282 11,784 68,400 2,400
80,969 430.7 80.2 58,289 22,680 68,393 12,576 - 237,942 11,164 65,158 2,242
77,422 418.0 78.9 55,737 21,685 65,507 11,915 - 222,320 10,539 62,177 2,074
74,342 407.8 78.3 53,537 20,805 62,989 11,353 Z. 215,317 10,068 58,005 1,996
* 70,820 *394.8 78.0 A) (NA) 60,110 10,710 *(Z) 204,491 9,549 * 53,525 *1,785
66,645 379.3 76.4 47,831 18,814 56,759 9,886 @ 193,627 8,834 48,192 1,645
63,624 368.2 75.5 45,433 18,191 54,241 9,380 3 185,304 8,490 44,174 1,602
60,190 354.5 73.8 42,832 17,358 51,344 8,843 3 175,848 8,015 41,863 1,518
56,243 337.2 71.5 39,854 16,389 ,02! 8,212 3 166,438 7,420 37,722 1,430
52.806 322.1 69.6 37,272 15,534 45,089 7.764 3 157,423 6,799 35,946 1,380
50,373 312.7 68.0 35,411 14,962 43,010 ,385 4 151,667 6,552 34,645 1,365
48,056 303.3 66.0 33,667 14,389 41,014 7,088 4 147,400 6,358 27,292 73
45,636 292.9 64.0 31,939 13,697 38,943 6,685 8 143,235 6,280 26,384 74
43,004 280.9 61.8 30,077 12,927 36,795 6,200 9 138,881 6,118 25,539 85
40,709 270.4 60.2 28,327 12,382 34,175 6,524 10 130,403 6,125 23,961 102
38,205 258.1 58.2 26,314 11,891 32,698 5,495 12 123,481 6,065 22,520 90
34,867 239.7 54.9 23,708 11,159 29,778 5,081 13 118,075 5,908 20,353 86
81,611 221.3 51.4 21,239 10,372 26,900 4,697 14 103,827 5,544 18,645 82
27,867 198.1 46.2 18,409 9,458 23,547 4,306 14 89,362 4,852 17,667 99
26,859 192.9 45.1 17,791 9,068 22,653 4,190 16 84,618 4,377 17,227 107
26,381 191.6 45.0 17,706 8,675 22,301 4,014 66 85,000 4,046 17,188 93
24,919 183.4 42.2 16,619 8,300 21,000 3,858 66 86,314 3,544 17,141 68
23,521 175.3 39.3 15,453 8,068 19,742 8,709 70 84,360 3,222 16,659 69
21,928 165.1 36.9 14,271 7,657 18,311 3,550 87 79,515 2,852 16,110 306
20,831 158.3 35.6 13,446 7,385 17,329 3,435 67 74,020 2,705 15,292 294
19,953 153.0 34.6 12,727 7,226 16,536 3,349 68 70,070 2,596 14,739 283
19,458 150.0 15,8382 | e lmccicom e mm e e e m e oo
19,453 150.4 16,097 3,288 68 68,833 2,682 14,678 287
18,438 143.5 15,192 3,170 71 64,960 2,589 14,124 281
,42 136.4 14,280 3,073 71 58,809 2,276 14,631 284
16,869 133.0 13,805 2,992 T2 56,648 2,142 14,332 278
16,628 132.0 13,501 ,051 76 55,199 2,047 14,481 278
17,42} 189.0 B B ¢ T e O e P B LT Tl CEEE Y P ]
17,341 138.5 14,011 3,246 84 58,813 2,251 15,637 299
19,602 157.5 15,692 3,816 94 62.205 2,700 17,245 850
20,103 162.6 15,983 4,017 103 62,365 2,933 17,860 362
19,970 163.1 15,838 4,022 110 61,034 3,139 18,107 870
19,256 158.9 14,955 4,157 144 56,196 2,839 17,895 370
18,528 1566.0 B 2 ¢ e e I e L LT T e Tl B
18,446 153.9 14,155 4,133 158 52,581 2,615 18,100 369
17,680 149.5 13,402 4106 172 49,980 27375 18453 872
16,875 144 .6 12,622 4,087 216 46,702 2,098 18,148 352
16,015 139.2 11,857 3,908 250 43,981 1,835 18,260 324
15,316 135.4 10,857 4,090 369 41,109 1,683 18,516 322
14,847 180.0 L3 . S I sy S B L Rt
14,294 128.7 9,950 3,912 432 36,831 1,528 18,329 317
13,817 126 .4 9,328 3,994 495 33,671 1,356 18,447 281
13,273 128.4 8,736 3,810 727 31,836 1,327 18,371 280
12,669 119.7 7.739 4,057 873 29,286 1,167 18,158 276
12,078 115.2 7,202 3,864 1,012 30,001 1,087 18,753 285
11.717 112.0 7,827 8,165 | m e[ e o
11,717 112.7 7,082 3,458 1,226 30,845 1,009 19,785 302
11,241 109.5 6,545 3,348 1,348 28,530 890 19,856 302
10,524 103.9 5,968 3,204 1,351 25,184 819 18,585 282
10,046 100.6 5,585 3,074 1,388 22,715 799 17,198 262
, 54 97.2 5,255 2,878 1,409 22,255 806 17,640 272
8,730 92.0 5,087 F 2. - O e B LT e e T B
8,730 90.7 4,804 2,496 1,430 21,532 738 18,064 275
8,349 88.3 4,352 2,281 1,716 19,773 645 17,466 266
7,635 82.0 3,933 1,950 1,758 18,256 602 17,043 260
6,996 6.5 3,522 1,621 1,853 16,777 517 16,213 247
6,484 72.4 3,176 1,188 2,119 15,576 463 15,717 239
6,119 70 .0 F €. 2 IS g R T O b Bt P
6,119 69.6 3,018 826 2,280 15,266 494 13,814 210
4,933 57.2 2,774 297 1,862 13,875 461 11,430 176
4,127 48.8 2,285 246 1,596 11,404 368 ,756 148
3,353 40 .4 1,838 167 1,348 9,388 301 7,884 120
2,809 34.5 1,564 121 1,124 8,316 258 6,908 105
2,871 30.0 B . & e e T B Tl R P e Tl EE ol
2,871 29.7 1,817 84 970 7,850 240 6,146 94
1,801 23.0 1,061 48 692 6,342 187 4,468 68
1,856 17.6 36 20 500 4,773 149 2,916 44
1,005 13.3 667 10 328 5,174 VEE: N U N,

See footnotes at end of table.
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R 1-16

COMMUNICATIONS

Series R 1-12. Telephones and Average Daily Conversations (Bell and Independent Companies): 1876 to 1970—Con.

[In thousands, except series R 2 and R 3.

Census figures in italics]

Year

Telephones 1

Average daily conversations

Total

Number

Per 1,000
population

Bell
System ?

Independent
companies
not
connecting
with Bell

Bell System 2

Independent companies

Local
exchange

Toll

Local
exchange

Toll

System
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* Denotes first year for which figures include Alaska and Hawsii.
~ Represents zero. Not available.
Z Less than 500,

! Beginning 1920, excludes private line telephones and “Bell” figures derived through
totaling data for the Bell Systems, the Southern New England Telephone Company,
the Cincinnati Bell Inc., and Bell service telephones.

2 Bell System has no operations in Alaska and Hawaii.

Series R 13-16. Telephone Toll Rates Between New York City and Selected Cities: 1902 to 1970

[Rate for station-to-station, daytime, 3-minute call}

Between New York City and— Between New York City and—
Effective Effective .
date Philadelphia Chicago Denver |San Franeisco) date Philadelphia Chicago Denver |San Francisco
13 14 15 16 13 14 15 16
1970, Feb_ o oo oo $0.50 $1.05 $1.25 $1.35 | 1986, SePtooroeoenomoe $0.50 $2.50 $5.25 $7.50
1968, Aug.__ .50 .30 1.55 1.70 | 1980, Jan_ .. _.._.____._ .50 3.00 6.00 9.00
1967, DeCemoemcmmeme e e .50 1.40 1.60 1.78
1929, Feb__ ... .60 3.00 €.00 9.00
1965, DeC. v oo e .50 1.40 1.70 2.00 | 1927, Dec___ .80 8.25 6.00 9.00
1960, Feb_ . .50 1.45 1.80 2.25 {1926, 0ct___.________ " .60 3.40 7.25 11.80
1959, Sept. o oo .50 1.45 1.95 2.25
1919, Jan. .. ... .55 4.65 10.40 16.50
1952, Mar_._. oo oo__.__ . .50 1.50 2.20 2.50 | 1917, June__.. 175 15.00 11.25 18.50
1946, Feb__ .45 1.56 2.20 2.50 | 1917, Mar_______.______0C WNA) (NA) 11.25 19.80
1945, July ... "7 777 .45 1.75 2.85 2.50 20.70
NA, NA 11.25 .
1941, July ... _________ .45 1.75 8.25 4.00 ENA§ ENA% 11.25 |oomcmcmamen
1940, May__ - .45 1.90 3.25 4.00 B5.45 | e
1937, Jan__________T17777C 45 2.20 4.50 6.50

NA Not available.

! Rates in effect immediately prior to Jan. 21, 1919, according to an iters in the New

York Times for Jan. 23, 1919.
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2 Toll rates were $0.006 per mile for all mileages.



