
No. 1411. Population: 1900 to 1998
[In thousands, except percent. Estimates as of July 1. Prior to 1940, excludes Alaska and Hawaii. Total population includes Armed
Forces abroad; civilian population excludes Armed Forces. For basis of estimates, see text, Section 1, Population]

Year
Total Resident Civilian

Popula-
tion

Net
change 1

Percent
change 1

Popula-
tion

Net
change 1

Percent
change 1

Popula-
tion

Net
change 1

Percent
change 1

1900 . . . . . . . . (NA) (NA) (NA) 76,094 6,514 9.36 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1905 . . . . . . . . (NA) (NA) (NA) 83,822 7,728 10.16 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1910 . . . . . . . . (NA) (NA) (NA) 92,407 8,585 10.24 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1915 . . . . . . . . (NA) (NA) (NA) 100,546 8,139 8.81 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1920 . . . . . . . . (NA) (NA) (NA) 106,461 5,915 5.88 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1925 . . . . . . . . (NA) (NA) (NA) 115,829 9,368 8.80 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1930 . . . . . . . . 123,188 (NA) (NA) 123,077 7,248 6.26 122,923 (NA) (NA)
1935 . . . . . . . . 127,362 4,174 3.39 127,250 4,173 3.39 127,099 4,176 3.40
1940 . . . . . . . . 132,122 4,760 3.74 131,954 4,704 3.70 131,658 4,559 3.59
1945 . . . . . . . . 139,928 7,806 5.91 132,481 527 0.40 127,573 -4,085 -3.10
1950 . . . . . . . . 152,271 12,343 8.82 151,868 19,387 14.63 150,790 23,217 18.20
1955 . . . . . . . . 165,931 13,660 8.97 165,069 13,201 8.69 162,967 12,177 8.08
1960 . . . . . . . . 180,671 14,740 8.88 179,979 14,910 9.03 178,140 15,173 9.31
1965 . . . . . . . . 194,303 13,632 7.55 193,526 13,547 7.53 191,605 13,465 7.56
1970 . . . . . . . . 205,052 10,749 5.53 203,984 10,458 5.40 201,895 10,290 5.37
1975 . . . . . . . . 215,973 10,921 5.33 215,465 11,481 5.63 213,789 11,894 5.89
1980 . . . . . . . . 227,726 11,753 5.44 227,225 11,760 5.46 225,621 11,832 5.53
1985 . . . . . . . . 238,466 10,740 4.72 237,924 10,699 4.71 236,219 10,598 4.70
1990 . . . . . . . . 249,948 11,482 4.81 249,439 11,515 4.84 247,798 11,579 4.90
1995 . . . . . . . . 263,044 13,096 5.24 262,765 13,326 5.34 261,414 13,616 5.49
1998 . . . . . . . . 270,561 7,517 2.86 270,299 7,534 2.87 269,078 7,664 2.93

NA Not available. 1 Net or percent change from prior year shown; 1900 from 1895.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, P25-311, P25-802, and P25-1095; and ‘‘Monthly estimates of the

United States population: April 1, 1980, to November 1, 1998’’; release date: December 28, 1998; <http://www.census.gov/population/
estimates/nation/intfile1-1.txt>.

No. 1412. Population Characteristics: 1900 to 1998

Year

Total

Sex Race

Urban RuralMale Female White

Black and other races

Total Black Other

NUMBER (1,000)

Census: 1

1900 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75,995 38,816 37,178 66,809 9,185 8,834 351 30,215 45,997
1910. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91,972 47,332 44,640 81,732 10,241 9,828 413 42,064 50,164
1920. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105,711 53,900 51,810 94,821 10,890 10,463 427 54,253 51,768
1930. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122,775 62,137 60,638 110,287 12,488 11,891 597 69,161 54,042
1940. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131,669 66,062 65,608 118,215 13,455 12,866 589 74,705 57,459
1950. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150,697 74,833 75,864 134,942 15,755 15,042 713 96,847 54,479
1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179,323 88,331 90,992 158,832 20,492 18,872 1,620 125,269 54,054
1970 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203,302 98,926 104,309 178,098 25,138 22,581 2,557 149,647 53,565
1980 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226,542 110,053 116,493 194,713 31,833 26,683 5,150 167,051 59,495
1990 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248,718 121,271 127,494 208,727 40,038 30,511 9,527 187,053 61,656

Estimates:
1990. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249,948 121,613 127,825 209,182 40,257 30,623 9,634 (NA) (NA)
1991. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 252,639 122,943 129,184 210,961 41,166 31,131 10,035 (NA) (NA)
1992. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255,374 124,404 130,590 212,860 42,134 31,667 10,467 (NA) (NA)
1993. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 258,083 125,767 131,979 214,677 43,069 32,179 10,890 (NA) (NA)
1994. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 260,599 127,028 133,261 216,365 43,925 32,654 11,271 (NA) (NA)
1995. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 263,044 128,272 134,493 218,010 44,755 33,098 11,657 (NA) (NA)
1996. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265,463 129,483 135,707 219,623 45,568 33,518 12,050 (NA) (NA)
1997. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268,008 130,760 136,984 221,317 46,427 33,973 12,454 (NA) (NA)
1998. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270,561 132,046 138,252 223,001 47,298 34,431 12,867 (NA) (NA)

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Census: 1

1900 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 51.1 48.9 87.9 12.1 11.6 0.5 39.6 60.4
1910. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 51.5 48.5 88.9 11.1 10.7 0.4 45.6 54.4
1920. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 51.0 49.0 89.7 10.3 9.9 0.4 51.2 48.8
1930. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 50.6 49.4 89.8 10.2 9.7 0.5 56.1 43.9
1940. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 50.2 49.8 89.8 10.2 9.8 0.4 56.5 43.5
1950. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 49.7 50.3 89.5 10.5 10.0 0.5 64.0 36.0
1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 49.3 50.7 88.6 11.4 10.5 0.9 69.9 30.1
1970 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 48.7 51.3 87.6 12.4 11.1 1.3 73.6 26.4
1980 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 48.6 51.4 85.9 14.1 11.8 2.3 73.7 26.3
1990 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 48.8 51.3 83.9 16.1 12.3 3.8 75.2 24.8

Estimates:
1990. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 48.7 51.1 83.7 16.1 12.3 3.9 (NA) (NA)
1995. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 48.8 51.1 82.9 17.0 12.6 4.4 (NA) (NA)
1998. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 48.8 51.1 82.4 17.5 12.7 4.8 (NA) (NA)

NA Not available. 1 Beginning 1960, includes Alaska and Hawaii. 2 The revised 1970 resident population count is
203,302,031; which incorporates changes due to errors found after tabulations were completed. 3 Total population count has
been revised since the 1980 and 1990 census publications to 226,542,199 and 248,718,301, respectively.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Census of Population: 1940, Vol. II, Part 1, and Vol. IV, Part 1; 1950, Vol. II, Part 1; 1960,
Vol. I, Part 1; 1970, Vol. I, Part B; Current Population Reports, P25-1095 and P25-1130; and ‘‘Resident Population of the United
States: Estimates, by Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin, with Median Age’’; release date: December 28, 1998; <http://www.census.
gov/population/estimates/nation/intfile3-1.txt>.
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